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Message from the Dean

Dear Graduate Student,

What is tenure all about—and how do you get it?  How do 
you turn a research paper into an article acceptable for 
journal publication—and when that’s done, how do you 
determine the most appropriate journal placement for 

your work?   How do you negotiate the broad range of  regulations, policies, 
and ethical principles that surround research involving human subjects?  
How do you apply for a grant to support your research activities?   

The answers to these questions constitute a body of  practical 
knowledge that is useful to all graduate students, whether you’re study-
ing molecular biology or Jazz Age Paris, eating patterns in ancient China 
or traffic patterns in industrial areas of  Los Angeles—as various students 
interviewed in this issue are doing.

The Graduate Division has sought to help provide information on 
these issues through workshops provided to graduate students working with faculty mentors as part of  the Summer 
Research Mentorship Program.   Previous participants in the program have told us the kinds of  information they need 
which they do not necessarily acquire as part of  their departmental programs.   Periodic surveys of  graduate students 
provide additional feedback on the types of  workshops graduate students would be eager to attend.    

The primary goal of  graduate education is to transmit a body of  knowledge in an area to a new generation of  
students and to prepare them to expand that field or discipline in new and promising directions.  Practical knowledge 
related to grantsmanship,  article preparation, and conference presenting are not always a meaningful component of  
training.   That’s one of  the reasons we’re pleased  to celebrate in this issue the accomplishments of  dozens of  graduate 
students who organize conferences at UCLA each year, learning still another set of  important skills.

In the everyday work of  professors and researchers, however, such skills are extraordinarily important.  Earning 
tenure, building an academic reputation, and advancing  one’s research interests may well depend on seemingly mun-
dane skills such as  being able to write and speak  clearly,  convey ideas to nonspecialists,  organize work and time, 
and interact with colleagues effectively.

Another task often overlooked in the course of  graduate education is timely attention to career planning and find-
ing a job.  UCLA’s Career Center has been working with the Graduate Division to develop a range of  programs that 
will help doctoral students find rewarding work in academia or the public and private sector.  Career-related topics are 
also part of  the Summer Research Mentorship workshops.  

Some of  you will be moving on to new positions this summer.  Please keep in touch and visit us from time to time.    
Others will be enhancing the skills they need to attain their graduate degrees.   I hope you will return to UCLA next 
fall reinvigorated and ready to continue your work.   

 

Claudia Mitchell-Kernan
Vice Chancellor Graduate Studies
Dean, Graduate Division
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MBI
the Marvelous World of

G
Molecular
Biology
Institute

Steven Clarke, 

director of the MBI

Painting by Mike Strong, 

an MBI student profiled 

on page 11.  It is a 

rendition of  MyoD, a 

DNA-binding protein. 

The four spirals 

represent the alpha 

helices of this protein.  

by Jacqueline Tasch

enomics, proteomics, and 
metabolomics are the 
scientific arenas where re-
searchers are transcribing 
the genetic code that turns 
DNA into living creatures, 
then figuring out what the 
proteins contained in those 
genes do and how they 
work together to control 
various bodily systems.
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Want a metaphor? Scien-
tists have dumped the jigsaw 
puzzle of  life onto a table, 
counted the pieces, sorted 
them, and started to fit to-
gether large sections.

Or look at the outcomes. Researchers in 
these arenas are finding ways to eliminate 
developmental stumbling blocks that lead to 
infant mortality and birth defects. They’re 
studying the genetic triggers of  cancer, hop-
ing to find a way to turn those triggers off. 
They want to know why some people live 
with tuberculosis latent in their lungs and 
others develop full-blown disease and die. 
They hope to learn how and why people age, 
not necessarily to develop an immortality 
pill but to make the last years of  our lives 
less debilitating and more dignified.

These are a few of  the projects under 
way at UCLA’s Molecular Biology Institute, 
one of  UCLA’s oldest organized research 
units—groups of  faculty in different de-
partments who share research interests—
and its related interdepartmental program 
(IDP) for graduate students.

The building that houses them—Boyer 
Hall—is barely visible these days in a thicket 
of  construction cranes, chain-link fences, 
bulldozers, and rising girders. Going up 
on the south is a new home for Biological 
Chemistry and Molecular, Cell, and Devel-
opmental Biology. On the west, the new 
California NanoSystems Institute will soon 
break ground. Among the existing neigh-
bors are Chemistry and Biochemistry, Life 
Sciences, Neuroscience, and Engineering.

“By geography, we are perfectly situ-
ated for our basic role as mediator in the 
biomedical sciences,” says Professor Steven 
Clarke, director of  the MBI. “We’re right in 
the center—there couldn’t be a better spot 
on campus.”

Molecular biology appears to be at the 
center of  things conceptually as well. When 
the MBI was founded in 1965, "molecular" 
appeared nowhere on the roster of  the found-

ing departments. Today, the founding Depart-
ment of  Zoology is part of  the Department 
of  Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental 
Biology; the Department of  Bacteriology 
has been folded into the Department of  
Microbiology, Immunology, and Molecular 
Genetics; the Department of  Pharmacology 
is renamed the Department of  Molecular and 
Medical Pharmacology; and the Depart-
ment of  Chemistry—now Chemistry and 
Biochemistry—has a graduate program in 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology.

In 1965, fewer than a dozen professors 
with molecular interests came together to 
found the MBI, and three graduate students 
made up the initial roster of  the related IDP. 
Today, more than 160 faculty are members 
or associates of  the MBI, and 75 graduate 
students are pursuing doctoral degrees in 
the IDP. More than 1,000 graduate and un-
dergraduate students participate in research 
sponsored by member faculty and benefit 
from the intellectual energy the MBI and 
its IDP generate.

Like other good things, the MBI began 
over lunch—with discussions in the late 
1950s about the extraordinary discoveries 
related to DNA that had marked the decade. 
John D. Green, a professor of  anatomy, led 
a group of  scholars from the Medical School 
and the College of  Letters and Sciences who 
proposed a “Laboratory (or Institute) of  Mo-
lecular and Cellular Biology” in 1960. Arriving 

at UCLA in 1964 as a professor of  chemistry, 
Paul D. Boyer soon became involved with the 
project, and eventually, he agreed to be the 
MBI’s founding director—on the condition 
that an educational program for graduate 
students would be part of  the project (see 
page eight for his reasoning).

As director for the first 17 years, Pro-
fessor Boyer literally built the Institute. 

When he took charge, financial support 
for construction had fallen apart, leaving 
the MBI building fund with only $1 million 
from a private donor interested in cancer re-
search. “I’m actually indebted to [President] 
Richard Nixon for the building,” Professor 
Boyer says. Nixon set aside $15 million for 
a war on cancer, and “before other people 
could get there,” Professor Boyer says, he 
had an approved application for $3 million. 
With additional funds from the state, the 
building went up, under Professor Boyer’s 
careful eye. Opening in 1976, it was renamed 
for its mastermind in 1999.

An early proposal suggested two key 
and interrelated goals for the molecular bi-
ology enterprise: “to facilitate research by 
bringing together workers with backgrounds 
and competencies in various crucial areas of  
molecular biology” and “to contribute to 
the broad education and training that will 
be needed by molecular biologists of  the 
future.” From the beginning, the two goals 
have been intertwined.

The first three MBI directors—Profes-
sors Boyer, Dick Dickerson, and Arnie 
Berk—also served as chair of  the IDP. 
A few years ago, the roles were sepa-
rated—Professor Clarke is director of  the 
MBI, while Sabeeha Merchant chairs the 
IDP—but the two projects still run in tan-
dem, with Professor Merchant as the MBI’s 
associate director.

In the latter capacity, she “can direct 
some of  the MBI’s activities toward things 
that are good for the students and the 
PhD program,” Professor Merchant says. 
For example, the MBI’s annual Sigman 
Symposium (named after the late Profes-
sor David Stephen Sigman) this year was 
on the topic of  gene regulation, a new area 
of  specialization 

MBI

 “I’m actually indebted to [President] Richard Nixon 
for the building,” Professor Boyer says

(continued on page 30)
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Penny Jennings

RIGHT: Molecular 

Biology Institute 

& Parvin Cancer 

Research Labs ground 

breaking

September 18, 1973.

From Left – Albert 

Parvin (donor), Palmer 

Saunders (National 

Cancer Institute), 

Chancellor Charles 

Young, and Paul Boyer

BELOW: Sabeeha Merchant, MBI Chair

RIGHT: Bo Tendis, student affairs officer for the IDP 

and management services officer for the MBI welcomes 

students into her office.
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Winners of  the Nobel 
Prize are asked to submit 
an autobiography for re-
lease with other materials 

related to their accomplishments. When 
UCLA’s Paul D. Boyer won the 1997 No-
bel Prize in Chemistry, he used that essay to 
thank some of  his most valued colleagues: 
the graduate students and postdoctoral fel-
lows who worked with him over the years 
in developing his findings on the unusual 
rotational catalysis of  the ATP synthase.

“I believe the best research is accom-
plished by a faculty member with a small 
group of  graduate students and postdocs, 
who freely design, competently conduct, 
and intensely evaluate experiments,” he 
said in that essay.

Recently, he elaborated: “If  I were to 
devise a way to solve scientific problems, 
this is absolutely the best way,” he said dur-
ing an interview at his campus office. “If  
you have a fixed research group, you don’t 
get the input of  new and different views 
that you get from postdoctoral fellows and 
graduate students. It helps the research to 

have new people coming through who are 
capable and interested.”

A first-rate graduate student comes with 
“an educated imagination,” Professor Boyer 
says. In other words, the student has scien-
tific experience as well as grand questions 
and the creativity to propose innovative 
investigative paths.

Committed to the concept of  a gradu-
ate student-based research team, Professor 
Boyer insisted on having university approval 
of  a doctoral program in molecular biol-
ogy before he agreed to become founding 
director of  the Molecular Biology Institute, 
an organized research unit attracting faculty 
from several quarters of  the campus. “To 
me, the institute only made sense if  it had 
close affiliation with and responsibility for 
graduate training, because research and 
training are so interlinked.”

Over the course of  his 17 years as direc-
tor, Professor Boyer raised the funds to pay 
for a building, supervised its construction, 
recruited new faculty to the program, both 
on and off  campus, and did all the myriad 
administrative things required to establish a 

new academic program and research enter-
prise. He always found time, nevertheless, 
to return to the lab and hang out with the 
graduate students and postdocs who col-
laborated in his research.

When he turned 75, Professor Boyer 
decided to retire, reasoning that “I’d rather 
be out of  it if  I can’t be in the front ranks,” 
he says. “Right as I was deciding to drop out 
of  it, Mr. Nobel invited me to Sweden.” Al-
though he retired nevertheless, he still main-
tains a small office in the building that bears 
his name, and he comes and goes from cam-
pus two or three days a week—“Most of  the 
students around here probably don’t know 
who that old fellow is,” he says, a hypothesis 
lacking experimental confirmation.

Although it’s a few years now since he’s 
been a working researcher, his voice picks 
up extra energy when he talks about “the 
intellectual atmosphere of  creativity and 
evaluation” in a research team. “The thing I 
miss most on retiring,” he says, “is not being 
able to be in the conference room across the 
hall with a group of  students and postdocs 
discussing their experiments.”

PAUL BOYER
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The first person in the world 
to clone the BRCA1 gene 
in cows and describe its ac-
tual sequence is Susie Krum, a 

graduate student in the molecular biology 
interdepartmental program at UCLA. Her 
findings were published last fall in Onco-
gene, the leading journal for research on the 
genetic components of  cancer. She is the 
article’s first author.

As Susie points out, mice are usually the 
model system used to study human genet-
ics because most mouse genes are about 
85% identical to human genes. However, 
the mouse version of  the BRCA1 gene is 
only about 50% similar to the human gene, 
which is linked to 5% to 10% of  breast 
cancer cases. 

As Susie looked around for something 
“a little bit closer,” she settled on the 
BRCA1 gene in cows—even though, as she 
says, “we don’t have a lot of  cows up here 
in the laboratory.” Not only is the cow gene 
more similar to the normal human gene, it is 
nearly identical to the mutated human gene 
that seems to be related to breast cancer. 
Thus, by studying the bovine BRCA1, Susie 
thought she could learn something about 
the mutation in humans.

“No one knows what the BRCA1 gene 
does exactly or why it causes breast cancer,” 
she explains. So far, research suggests that 
BRCA1 in a normal cell either senses or 
fixes genetic damage to the DNA chain. A 
second line of  research, which examines the 
interaction of  BRCA1 with a protein called 
RNA polymerase II, seems to be providing 
more evidence regarding BRCA1’s function 
as a fixer/sensor. That research, which was 
published in the Journal of  Biological Chemis-
try in December, will be the subject of  her 
dissertation.

Susie brought her interest in breast can-
cer research to UCLA from undergraduate 
work at UC Berkeley, where a bit of  ser-
endipity led her to a rewarding avocation. 
Wanting to go to the Berkeley/Stanford bas-

ketball game, Susie and her roommate stood 
in line for hours, only to have tickets run 
out two people before them. Disheartened, 
they were walking away when a policeman 
directing traffic called out to them: “He 
said, `You guys didn’t get tickets, huh?’ and 
he handed us two tickets—they were front 
row seats—and said, `Do something good 
for somebody.’”

Opportunity knocked the next day when 
Susie picked up a flyer on campus seeking 
volunteers for a grade school’s reading pro-
gram. It was “kind of  a sign that I should do 
that,” she says. In Berkeley, she worked with 
second graders. Now she spends an hour 
each week at La Ballona Elementary School 
in Culver City, helping third graders polish 
their reading skills. La Ballona has one of  
the lowest reading scores in the state, but 

by last spring, all of  the students in Susie’s 
class were up to speed.

At UCLA, Susie enjoys working with “a 
couple of  wonderful undergraduates who 
are helping me in the lab.” Asked if  there are 
any common pedagogical threads between 
third graders and UCLA students, Susie 
thinks first of  “patience,” then answers 
more thoughtfully. “Not assuming that 
anybody knows a certain thing is good,” 
Susie says. “You have to start from the ba-
sics and find out what they know.”

Eventually, Susie hopes to find work 
in a setting that lets her combine research 
with teaching. First, however, she has a 
postdoctoral fellowship for work at Harvard 
University’s Dana Farber Cancer Institute, 
where she’ll explore a new area of  breast 
cancer research.

SUSIE KRUM

Susie Krum and her mentor, Tim Lane in front of their paper being displayed as article of the 

month in the MBI.

STUDENTS
MBI
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Thanks in part to her sixth grade 
science teacher, Bernadette So 
is now a graduate student in 
molecular biology, doing re-

search that may lead to help for infants 
born with underdeveloped lungs. That 
teacher dressed in a brown Hefty bag one 
Halloween to depict a monk named Gregor 
Mendel, the father of  genetics. Bernadette 
admired the woman’s dramatic flair and oth-
er qualities. “She was always very supportive, 
so it got me interested in science.”

A decade or so later, Bernadette is part 
of  a research team working to understand 
how living things develop at a molecular 
level. For years now, scientists have been 
figuring out what a gene or protein does by 
creating an organism that lacks the gene and 
studying what happens to it. In Bernadette’s 
case, the organism is a mouse missing a 
gene called BMP3, which is expressed in 
bone cells.

However, the scientists observed 
“something that has nothing to do with 
bone,” Bernadette says. “These mice seem 
to have a lung defect as well. When they’re 
born, they have trouble breathing. They 
can’t inflate their lungs, and I’m trying to 
figure out why.” What she has learned is that 
mice lacking BMP3 “are a developmental 
stage behind when they’re born.”

In the next couple of  months, Ber-
nadette says, “We’re hoping that the 

project will be 
pulled together 
in a nice story,” 
her dissertation. 
That story may 
provide interest-
ing reading for 
doctors who treat newborn human babies 
with underdeveloped lungs. Doctors have 
been trying various ways “to help increase 
their development so they can survive out-
side the womb,” Bernadette says. “We’re 
hoping that what we’re doing might provide 
some insight.”

Although Bernadette acknowledges that 
“my mice take up a whole lot of  time,” she 
also invests more than a few hours in the 
Biological Sciences Council, a Graduate 
Student Association body that represents 
more than a dozen departments. This year, 
she serves as co-president.

Besides distributing funds from gradu-
ate student fees to programs that benefit 
graduate students, the Council works on an 
issue each academic year. This year, it’s park-
ing. Graduate students in biological sciences 
have special parking issues, she says, because 
“we don’t work normal hours. The experi-
ment we’re doing determines what time we 
have to come in to campus.”

Bernardette’s road to UCLA led 
through Barnard College, where she 
worked with a scientist who studied 

molecular evolution and focused her 
interest on molecular biology. Although 
she applied to several schools, “once I 
interviewed at UCLA, I was convinced 
that I wanted to come here,” she says. A 
key influence was the ACCESS program, 
which allows graduate students to explore 
several research areas before deciding on 
a program. “When I got to this project, I 
found it very interesting, and the labora-
tory environment was very supportive,” 
Bernadette says. She liked the fact that 
“my adviser, Karen Lyons, actually still 
does bench work” and was available to 
provide “hands-on input.”

Being part of  an IDP has been a defi-
nite asset, she says, linking her to faculty 
and graduate students in a wide range of  
research areas. Graduate students in the 
molecular biology IDP meet regularly to 
discuss their projects and practice present-
ing data. Although they work on different 
projects, they often use similar techniques. 
“If  you describe a problem,” she says, 
“somebody will always have some way of  
helping you.” 

BERNADETTE SO

MBI
STUDENTS
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Mike Strong spends most 
of  his time analyzing the 
genome of  the Myco-
bacterium tuberculosis 

bacterium and figuring out how its various 
proteins interact to produce tuberculosis in 
human lungs. Last year, in his spare time, 
he designed an Internet tutorial on bacterial 
genomics for a graduate course. And in his 
free hours, he occasionally takes up paint 
and brush to create precise and close-up 
portraits of  DNA molecules.

If  the theme of  all this hasn’t regis-
tered, Mike spells it out: “I’m pretty much 
obsessed with science,” he says.

That obsession began in high school 
chemistry class, when he found that in-
vestigating things at the molecular level 

“piqued my curiosity,” Mike says. Majoring 
in microbiology at UC Santa Barbara was 
“a nice extension of  that interest,” and he 
came to UCLA for graduate work because 
of  its strong program in structural biology 
and functional genomics.

He found a home in David Eisenberg’s 
laboratory, where he can do a little bit of  
each. Professor Eisenberg has created a 
great environment for research, Mike says. 
“He has a nice style of  mentoring gradu-
ate students and postdoctoral fellows. He’s 
always here for us if  we have questions 
related to our research, but he also gives us 
the freedom to think about our research on 
our own and come up with new ideas.”

Mike’s new ideas have to do with the 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis bacterium, an 

organism with about 4,000 genes. Each of  
these genes produces a protein, a metaphor-
ical “molecular machine” that’s responsible 
for the activity in cells. Trouble is, “we have 
no idea what half  of  them do,” Mike says. 
With a team of  collaborators, Mike has 
developed a visualization method that uses 
computer programs to build a hypothetical 
model of  protein networks—representing 
pathways and functionally linked proteins. 
“We have high confidence links for about 
half  of  the genes,” he says, “many of  them 
previously uncharacterized.”

Then Mike takes his hypotheses to the 
laboratory bench to get biochemical con-
firmation. A particular tuberculosis gene is 
cloned and then expressed in Escherichia 
coli, a less dangerous bacterium, for test-
ing. Mike’s dissertation will provide “a fairly 
complete analysis” of  the Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis bacterium’s genome, then show 
how that information can be used to design 
experiments and present results. 

His analyses may help to explain why 
the tuberculosis bacterium remains latent 
in some people’s lungs, while in other cases, 
it becomes active, killing 2 million to 3 mil-
lion people worldwide every year. His work 
may also lead to new antibiotic treatments 
for tuberculosis strains that are resistant to 
existing drugs.

Along with his research project, teach-
ing “is one of  my favorite things at UCLA,” 
Mike says. “I like to share my enthusiasm 
for science with my students. They can tell 
how excited I am about the things that 
they’re working on.” Mike believes that 
part of  his job as a teaching assistant is 
to show undergraduates “what it can be 
like to be in graduate school or working 
in a lab—to show the excitement you can 
get out of  science.” Occasionally, students 
tell him that his class persuaded them to 
continue their scientific studies. “I live for 
those comments,” he says.

His Web-based tutorial on bacterial 
genomics has been used by more than 100 
graduate students, and through that tutorial, 
he says, “It’s almost like I’ll still be teaching 
at UCLA, even after I graduate.”

MIKE STRONG



Student organizers of the Transformations: Re-imagining Identity conference (from left to right): Alessandra Santos, Melissa 

Strong Carrillo, Iliana Alcántar, and Marisol Pérez. 
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Graduate Student 
CONFERENCES

G
ENDER RELATIONS AMONG 
TURKISH IMMIGRANTS in 
Western Europe, among 
migrant workers in Korea, 
and among Dominican 

women in California.

Music and urban space in Brazil, and 
rethinking identity in the Panama Canal 
Zone.

Using cognitive studies to decode myth—or 
why the Flood is universal but only Ger-
manic dragons have halitosis.

Visual(izing) poetry. Textual imagery. Cul-
tural collages.

These are among the intriguing topics 
that were up for discussion at conferences 
held at UCLA during the past academic year. 
While the disciplines and the perspectives 
and even the languages spoken varied widely, 
there is one common theme here: Graduate 
students. Through the conferences, they are 
contributing to the intellectual life of  the 
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campus at the same time that they enhance 
their own professional credentials.

All of  the presenters may be graduate 
students, or only a few. In some cases, pre-
senters are mostly from UCLA and other 
Southern California universities, while other 
conferences draw presenters from across 
the nation and around the world. Some-
times, the call for papers includes a theme, 
while other conferences take all papers, 
select for quality, and then put together 
panel themes based on what they receive. 
Typically, graduate students sit on the com-
mittees that select presenters from a variety 
of  submitted papers. And graduate students 
do the groundwork: applying for grants, 
reserving space, publicizing the event, ar-
ranging for audiovisual equipment and guest 
parking, and recording the outcomes, often 
on the department web site.

An informal survey of  a handful of  this 
year’s campus conferences shows that while 
their roles vary, graduate students make con-
tributions that are often essential to a con-
ference’s success. For example, without an 
inspired group of  four students in the De-
partment of  Spanish and Portuguese, there 
may not have been a April 16 conference 
in that field. Iliana Alcántar, Marisol Pérez, 
Alessandra Santos, and Melissa Strong 
Carrillo decided to revive a departmental 
conference tradition that had been dormant 
for several years. “We had the freedom, as 
far as our academic schedule goes, to put 
our efforts together and really do something 
that would be enlightening and gratifying for 
all of  us,” said Alessandra. 

The four were also the editors of  the 
department’s graduate student journal, 
Mester. So they issued a call for papers on 
the same topic for both media: Transfor-
mations: Re-imagining Identity. Identity 
“was a common thread among our work, 
and it’s a very contemporary topic, very 
relevant now,” Alessandra says. The four 
also selected the presenters—all of  them 
graduate students.

At the 15th annual UCLA Indo-Euro-
pean Conference, most of  the presenters 
were senior scholars in the field, many 
of  them with world-class reputations. 
However, graduate student Richard Denis 

Jones, Jr., did the administrative organizing, 
and graduate students who had advanced 
to candidacy sat on the faculty commit-
tee selecting papers for presentation and 
chaired panels. 

As graduate students rub academic 
elbows with the experts who come to 
speak, says Department Chair Brent Vine, 
connections are forged that lead to ongoing 
conversations, e-mail exchanges, and some-
times research collaboration. . Richard says 
his position as student chair offers unique 
access to the best scholars in the field and 
earns respect for his managerial skills, which 
gives him “a definite competitive edge.” 
He also enjoys having this practical way 
of  sharing his passion about “our shared 
Indo-European roots.” 

While Richard volunteered and was se-
lected for the position by Professor Vine, 
graduate students in French and Franco-
phone Studies vote for a conference chair 
and vice-chair. Each person serves two 
years, the vice-chair succeeding to the 
chair’s role after a year learning the ropes. 
This is one way to help student coordinators 
master the tasks involved in organizing and 
running such an event.

The Thinking Gender conference—one 
of  the oldest on campus—goes a step fur-
ther. A handbook based on past experience 
guides the new coordinator—this year, 
Gwen D’Arcangelis—through the multiple 
tasks of  coordinating logistics at the site, 
calling for and selecting papers, providing 
audiovisual equipment and assistance for 
presenters—even having T-shirts designed 
and made.

“I thought it would be good to see 
what’s entailed in putting something like 
this together,” Gwen says. “I learned that it’s 
hard. It takes a lot of  energy.” On the other 
hand, she says, “because I read everyone’s 
abstracts, I was able to learn about fields 
I might not have contact with otherwise.” 
Also, both during the conference and after, 

“a lot of  people were really appreciative,” 
she says. “That was nice.” 

While Gwen gets a stipend for her work, 
most student coordinators don’t get cash 
compensation, but there are many other re-
wards.  In French and Francophone Studies, 
the conference chair gets to pick the year’s 
theme. Vera Klekovkina is doing research 
on cinematic adaptations of  Marcel Proust, 
so she chose “the dialogue of  the visual and 
the verbal,” she says. Given that theme, her 
fellow graduate students nominated Alain 
Robbe-Grillet, a ground-breaking writer, 
filmmaker, and theorist, as last fall’s keynote 
speaker. Vera set about looking to see how 
she could contact him, “never believing I 
would actually speak to him directly.”

A professor at Chapman University 
provided a phone number, and “I called 
Paris,” Vera says. “His wife picks up and 
says, `Yes, Monsieur Robbe-Grillet is here. 
Do you want to talk to him?’ I said, `Sure,’ 
and I’m trembling.” Her anxiety dissipated 
quickly: “He was so wonderful and very 
understanding.” Despite his age, poor 
health, and typical refusal to do single 
events, Robbe-Grillet accepted the UCLA 
invitation, waiving the usual speaker’s fee in 

return for a rather expensive airline ticket. 
Vera believes he “was very touched that 
the conference was supported by graduate 
students and that we wanted to have him 
share his wisdom.”

His keynote address, including anec-
dotes about his relationships with other 
French artists and thinkers was extraor-
dinary. Vera tape-recorded the speech and 
is including a CD-ROM in the next issue 
of  Paroles Gelées, a journal that predates 
the conference but now publishes only its 
proceedings.

“The journal and the conference are two 
features of  our department that graduate 
students appreciate, because they offer op-
portunities to gain a lot of  experience with 
important professional aspects of  our field,” 

“We had the freedom, as far as our academic schedule 
goes, to put our efforts together and really do something 
that would be enlightening and gratifying for all of  us,”       
- Alessandra Santos
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says Department Chair Françoise Lionnet. 
For example, because she knows “how 
much coordination goes behind such an 
event,” Vera says, “I’m more prepared for 
my eventual job”—hopefully, a tenure track 
university position.

The time investment need not slow 
time to degree, Professor Lionnet says. 
“I think the job can be as complicated for 
the person doing it as the person wants it 
to be.” A recent chair, Alison Rice, com-
pleted her dissertation within a year after 
leading the conference, Professor Lionnet 
points out.

Professional preparation is perhaps the 
most important goal for graduate students 
involved in academic conferences. Although 
most speakers are experts, Professor Vine 
emphasizes that the Indo-European confer-
ence is open to student presenters and of-
fers a best-paper award for young scholars, 

including recent PhDs. As he sees it, mak-
ing “a full-fledged presentation counts for 
quite a bit on a young speaker’s CV,” perhaps 
more than a presentation at a conference 
featuring only graduate students.

But the latter has its advantages as well. 
Regina Lark, manager of  the Center for the 
Study of  Women, says “I’ve always seen this 
conference as a way to thicken your profes-
sional skin, to take the risk and put your 
work out there.” Because the competition 
is friendly, the Thinking Gender graduate 
conference is “a sublime place to do that,” 
she says. “It’s one of  the best ways you can 
start cutting your professional teeth.”

As a result, Dr. Lark finds it “sad to turn 
papers away,” and the conference program 
has grown remarkably in the last year or two. 
For the 13th Annual Conference in 2003, she 
put the call for papers on the women’s studies 
listserv, and papers came pouring in, even 

though the graduate student speakers get no 
financial help in meeting their travel costs.

There were 71 student participants in 
2003’s Thinking Gender conference and 59 
in 2004. In contrast, the French and Fran-
cophone Studies conference, which likes its 
small size, had 18 presenters, some of  them 
professors, and the Spanish and Portuguese 
conference had 13.

Whether the conferences are big or 
small, their graduate student coordina-
tors seem happy with the work. Based on 
her experience with the Thinking Gender 
conference, Gwen D’Arcangelis has agreed 
to chair the Women in Science conference 
in the 2004 academic year, and Rich Jones 
will coordinate his fourth Indo-European 
conference this coming fall. Being student 
coordinator “gives me a little clout and au-
thority on campus,” he says, “whatever little 
a graduate student can have.”

Organizers of the 

UCLA International 

Conference for 

Graduate Literary 

Translators: 

(clockwise from 

upper left) Ryan 

Kernan, Michael 

Heim, Kelly Austin, 

and Carole Viers.
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The UCLA International Conference for
 GRADUATE LITERARY TRANSLATORS

MOST ACADEMIC CON-

FERENCES involve 
importing guest speak-
ers or presenters who 

bring with them knowledge to share with 
the local audience. The UCLA International 
Conference for Graduate Literary Transla-
tors reversed the process, importing guest 
learners—graduate students from other 
universities. Working with UCLA graduate 
student mentors, they discovered a unique 
approach to translation studies, which they 
can share with academic colleagues at their 
home campuses.

UCLA’s Comparative Literature 285 
(Workshop in Literary Translation), offered 
in alternate years for more than two decades, 
is the brainchild of  Professor Michael Heim, 
a celebrated translator in the Department of  
Slavic Languages and Literatures. Professor 
Heim’s central insight is that the language 
people are translating from is basically “a 
technical detail”—assuming that transla-
tors have advanced skills. “We concentrate 
on the English text because that’s what is 
actually going to be read,” he says.

In Comparative Literature 285, each 
student brings an English translation to 
class for peer critique each week, and any 
number of  original languages may be rep-
resented in any class. “It’s good if  other 
students know the language of  origin, but 
even if  they don’t, we find over and over 
again that the questions participants ask hit 
upon the problems,” Professor Heim says. 
“In the end, the English texts tell us what 
the problems are.”

About ten years ago students asked 
Professor Heim if  the class could continue 
meeting on an informal basis after the end 
of  the quarter, and the Babel Study Group 
for Translation Studies, an ongoing program 
for workshop alumni, was born. When Ryan 
Kernan and Carole Viers took over as co-

presidents last fall, the idea for expanding 
the Study Group beyond the UCLA campus 
was hatched.

Kernan and Viers, graduate students 
in Comparative Literature, learned from 
the Center for Student Programming that 
funds for a conference might be available. 
The topic was obviously timely: The inter-
national situation underscores the need to 
know more about other cultures. Moreover, 
the translation workshop is “a great for-
mat,” says Kernan. “We thought it would 
be good to export.”

The Babel Study Group decided to in-
vite 15 students because 15 members were 
willing to provide guest lodging: The idea 
of  “reaching out to people who were trans-
lating in isolation,” Ryan says, “was what 
excited me the most.” When they put out 
a call for applications on the Internet, “we 

wondered if  we would get 15 applications,” 
he says. “We ended up getting 55.”

Sorting through those applications and 
deciding which ones to accept was the hard-
est part of  the conference-creating process.  
The student jury, headed by Kelly Austin, 
another graduate student, had to turn 
down some excellent work. Ultimately, 15 
invitations were issued, representing 13 
languages—and all were accepted.

With $10,000 in funds they raised, the 
Babel group sent airline tickets to all 15 
(including several from Great Britain and 
Canada), picked them up at the airport, and 
housed and fed them for the weekend. All 
participants—the guests and their UCLA 
hosts, about 40 in all—received copies of  
each guest’s translation in advance. The 

conference consisted mainly of  the UCLA 
students commenting on their guests’ work, 
but it also included a number of  guest speak-
ers, including Professor Suzanne Jill Levine 
from UC Santa Barbara, a noted translator; 
Professor Efrain Kristal, head of  the UCLA 
Department of  Comparative Literature; 
Douglas Messerli, director of  Sun and Moon 
Press; and Esther Allen, head of  the PEN 
American Center Translation Committee.

Given all the variables involved, Ryan 
says, “I tended to assume that at each stage, 
something was going to go horribly wrong.” 
Instead, “it went ridiculously well,” he says. 
According to Professor Heim, the 15 guest 
learners were “top-notch people who 
understood immediately what we were do-
ing” and quickly saw that “this is something 
[they] could do”—even without a formal 
class or a professor.

The guests welcomed the opportunity 
to meet other translators, and a lively com-
munications network has developed among 
those who attended. For example, two stu-
dents who came from Columbia University 
are talking with Esther Allen about reviving 
a dormant translation program there.

For Professor Heim, the conference is 
an important step toward his ultimate aim 
of  increasing the community of  translators 
in the United States. “We’re not learning 
enough about other people in this world. 
Translation is not the only way, but it’s 
certainly one very good way to do that. We 
desperately need more literary translators,” 
he says. “This little three-day meeting may 
be the impetus that encourages some stu-
dents to go on and publish.” 

The idea of  “reaching out to people who were translating 
in isolation,” Ryan Kernan says, “was what excited me 
the most.”
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Of  the 875 registered 
UCLA postdoctoral 
scholars this year, 
nineteen were chosen 

as members of  the select group of  nominees 
for the Chancellor's Award for Postdoctoral 
Research.  The  Postdoctoral Fellows recep-
tion and awards were established in 1998 to 
recognize the important contributions that 
postdoctoral fellows make to the interrelated 
missions of  research, teaching, and public 
service at UCLA.  Nominees come from 
virtually every discipline at UCLA, from the 
basic and applied sciences to the professional 
schools, the social sciences, and the humani-
ties.  The award is accompanied by a $3,000 
cash prize.  An important criteria employed 
by the selection committee for these awards 
is that the individual's research accomplish-
ments show clear potential to have meaning-
ful and enduring implications in their field, 
with emphasis on work completed while a 
postdoctoral scholar at UCLA. 

MADELEINE FITZGERALD
Madeleine Fitzgerald played a lead-

ing role in constructing an online catalog 
(www.cdli.ucla.edu) of  80,000 cuneiform 
tablets and a million lines of  transliterated 
text—cuneiform represented in Roman 
letters—an outstanding contribution to 
cuneiform scholarship. “Cuneiform is the 
earliest writing system, documenting about 
3,000 years of  history,” Dr. Fitzgerald ex-
plains. “It’s particularly important now be-
cause the writing is from Iraq, for the most 
part.” Thus, the online library preserves “a 
vanishing legacy.”

While Dr. Fitzgerald did much of  the 
technical work—aided by her knowledge of  
Assyriology—gathering the documents and 
doing the transliterations was a collaborative 
effort. “One of  the nice things about the 
project is how international it is,” she says. 
“When I got the Chancellor’s Award, I got 
congratulatory notes by e-mail from St. Pe-
tersburg, Vienna, Jerusalem—all over.” 

Winners:
the Chancellor's Award 
for Postdoctoral 
Research
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Vice Chancellor for Research ROBERTO PECCEI, JOVICA D. BADJIC, IOSIF BENA, CHRISTOPHE 

CALOZ, MADELEINE FITZGERALD, Vice Chancellor Graduate Studies and Dean, Graduate 

Division CLAUDIA MITCHELL-KERNAN, Professor, Chemistry and Biochemistry, Fred Kavli Chair 

in NanoSystems Science, and Director, California NanoSystems Institute J. FRASER STODDART, 

Professor of Biological Chemistry and Senior Associate Dean for Research, David Geffen School of 

Medicine LEONARD ROME

Additional tools, including an automatic 
glossary builder and an automatic translator, 
are in the works. The web site she helped to 
build has been useful in her own research 
on old Babylonian history. She says that 
even before the legendary lawgiver, Ham-
murabi, the territory now known as Iraq was 
multi-ethnic and multi-cultural and beset by 
disputes over precious supplies of  water.

CHRISTOPHE CALOZ
Christophe Caloz was the first to rec-

ognize the dual low-frequency left-handed 
and high-frequency right-handed nature 
of  metamaterials, to develop a generalized 
transmission line-based theory of  these ma-
terials, and to demonstrate their usefulness 
in practical microwave applications.

Metamaterials are “broadly defined as ar-
tificial materials that exhibit electromagnetic 
properties not found in nature,” he says. “Ba-
sically they’re magic materials.” In nature, 
when a wave travels through the interface 
between two media of  different densities 
—for example, air and water—it is refracted 
or bent to a different angle without chang-
ing its direction parallel to the interface. In 
contrast, when a wave meets the interface be-
tween conventional and left-handed media, 
it is bent in the opposite direction, a novel 
phenomenon called “negative refraction.” 
This is just one of  the exotic properties 
that left-handed materials display. 

While, for almost a decade, physicists 
and other theoreticians have been studying 
metamaterials at a conceptual level, Dr. 
Caloz has developed an engineering analy-
sis and design approach to these structures. 
The real-life applications he proposes may 
introduce a new generation of  microwave 
and optical devices for wireless area net-
works and mobile communication systems, 
including smart reflectors that “can receive 
a signal from space, collect it, and redirect 
it to any other point in space.” 

ALEX EVILEVITCH
Alex Evilevitch leads an international 

team that discovered some viruses that 
explosively inject their genes into their 
bacterial prey, exerting pressure 8 to 10 
times greater than the pressure that pushes 
a cork out of  a champagne bottle.

Viruses are very simple structures: an 
outer shell called a capsid surrounding 
genetic material. For more than 50 years, 
it’s been known that the viruses must be 
highly pressurized in order to eject their 
genomes into bacteria. However, Dr. Evil-
evitch, working with an international team 
of  scientists, was the first to measure that 
pressure. In fact, he built a laboratory at 
UCLA to do the work, which draws from 
both biology and the physical sciences.

His experiments found that a virus oper-
ates something like a “jack in the box” when 
it invades bacteria, firing its DNA straight 
through the host’s cell wall. The virus then 
hijacks the cell’s replicating mechanism and 
makes more copies of  itself.

Dr. Evilevitch’s research also showed 
that the amount of  genetic material 
ejected from a virus can be manipulated by 
changing the pressure around the virus, to 
the extent the ejection can be completely 
suppressed. This insight might enable the 
design of  ways to use viruses to deliver 
drugs for therapeutic uses.

IOSIF  BENA
Iosif  Bena uses string theory in an effort 

to understand the microscopic structure or 
building blocks of  black holes. About 30 
years ago, Stephen Hawking hyphothesized 
that black holes have thermal properties, 
like temperature and entropy. He also de-
fined the information loss paradox: When 
things fall into a black hole, they can’t get 
back out again—at least not in their original 
recognizable form.

Dr. Bena and his adviser, Professor Per 
Kraus, studied supertubes, a class of  objects 
that can become black holes. By studying 
the supertubes’ properties, they have made 
progress in describing what might happen 
inside a black hole—in effect, recovering 
the lost information.

“It’s a little bit of  a thought experi-
ment,” said Dr. Bena, “but we believe it 
captures the properties of  the real black 
holes.”  Although his work doesn’t resolve 
the information loss paradox, it points to-
ward a solution.

Although black holes are celestial ob-
jects, Dr. Bena doesn’t use telescopes in his 
work, but rather ordinary paper-and-pencil 
computations and hypotheses.  His work in 
string theory has also focused on the Yang 
Mills theories, revealing some new aspects.

JOVICA BADJIC
Jovica Badjic has created a simple 

artificial model that will help researchers 
understand multivalency, which is used in 
nature to achieve a tight binding between 
biological molecules. Additional informa-
tion about this process could lead to the 
design of  multivalent therapeutic agents 
that would provide efficient treatment and 
neutralization of  bacterial toxins, prevent 
viral and bacterial infections, and offer new 
treatments for cancer.

Rather than studying complex bio-
logical systems, Dr. Badjic transferred the 
phenomenon of  multivalency to unnatural 
settings, examining its expression in supra-
molecular chemistry. One aspect of  his 
work, developing on previous research in 
Fraser Stoddart’s laboratory, was a nano-
sized molecular elevator. This achievement 
shows that scientists can build increasingly 
sophisticated artificial machines of  na-
noscale dimensions. An application of  the 
research might be a controlled, slow-release, 
drug delivery system.
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WWHEN MINNA HAAPANEN WAS DOING 

HER ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELDWORK IN 

ANYANG, CHINA, she quickly learned that 
partaking in group meals was essential to 
doing business in China, and there was 
nothing fast about their food rituals.

The person who ordered typically 
engaged the waitress in “long discussions 
about the freshness of  the fish and how 
things were prepared,” she says. “It took 
a long time to order.” And when the fish 
was served, if  the tail was pointing at you, 
you were required to engage in other rituals 
involving alcoholic beverages. In the begin-
ning, Minna was always offered the chair 
opposite the door—the designated position 
for the most important person. She quickly 

Minna 
Haapanen
Archaeology
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learned that gracefully declining that honor 
was appropriate.

Like so many things in China, elaborate 
dining rituals have a long history. As early 
as the Late Shang dynasty, dated ca. 1200 
to 1046 BCE, “communal eating was very 
important in the social life of  the elite,” says 
Minna, a doctoral candidate in archaeology, 
who is affiliated with the Cotsen Institute 
of  Archaeology.

Her dissertation will examine whether 
the dining rituals typical of  those early 
elites were emulated by the bronze work-
ers who made the vessels the wealthy used 
on those occasions. To do so, she’s looking 
at ceramic vessels from the workers’ house-
holds, studying their sizes and shapes and 
wear patterns to determine how and in what 
contexts they might have been used.

Minna hadn’t settled specifically on that 
topic, however, when she left to conduct 
fieldwork in China in the fall of  2001. Her 
destination was Anyang in Henan province, 
the last capital of  the Shang Dynasty and 
site of  an important series of  excavations 
that were begun in the 1920s. Palace founda-
tions, royal tombs, bone and bronze work-
shops, burial grounds, and trash pits—all 
of  these are scattered over about 30 square 
kilometers. 

“I had been reading about the place for 
so long that it was just amazing to be there 
and to get access to the materials,” Minna 
says “This site is the most important archae-
ological site in China in terms of  the history 
of  the discipline, and being able to work 
there together with Chinese colleagues is a 
dream come true for me. It is very difficult 
to convey to people outside of  Chinese ar-
chaeology how extremely privileged I feel.” 
During her stay, Minna was also given access 
to materials from a new site, uncovered in 
2000. As she tried to synthesize what she’d 
seen at both the old and new sites, it became 
“self-evident that eating would be relevant 
to look at,” Minna says, and she settled on 
her dissertation topic.

Of  particular interest to Minna are the 
whole or reconstructed vessels recovered 
in the 1960s from a bronze manufactur-
ing site in Anyang. The size of  the vessels 
might suggest how big a group typically 

ate and socialized together in those days. 
The type of  decoration might be linked to 
a possible ceremonial nature of  those occa-
sions. Minna is also hoping to make some 
educated guesses about the social status of  
the bronze workers and whether this was 
related to their skills.

Looking at the same materials, Chinese 
archeologists typically list and provide de-
tailed descriptions of  objects, but they rely 
on historical material for information about 
what life was like. However, the history that 
survives from the Shang dynasty is mostly 
oracle bone inscriptions, which record 
communications between the king and the 
king’s ancestors and have little to say about 
ordinary people.

As a result, Minna’s work will add an 
important social context to the literature on 
ancient China. To do this, Minna is apply-
ing anthropological techniques used mostly 
in the New World “with great originality 
and creativity,” says her mentor, Professor 
Lothar von Falkenhausen of  the Art His-
tory Department. “She’s making it clear to 
our Chinese colleagues that some of  this 
research is experimental in nature and by 
no means intended to challenge their very 
important work,” he says. Minna’s inter-
personal skills have made her welcome in 
China, and colleagues there have been quite 
interested in her approach. 

On her trips to China, Minna usually 
travels via Finland, where she was born 
and obtained her bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees. When she applied to the University 
of  Helsinki, Minna says, “I was supposed to 
be an Egyptologist, but I never took a single 
course in Egyptology.” Instead, she took a 
class in Chinese language and culture her 
first summer and eventually earned degrees 
in East Asian studies.

During her master’s work, she had an 
opportunity to spend a year at UC Berkeley, 
working with David Keightley, a renowned 
expert in oracle bone inscriptions. He 
steered her to UCLA to study with Profes-
sor von Falkenhausen.

Minna’s doctoral studies have been sup-
ported by a variety of  grants, beginning 
with an ASLA-Fulbright Scholarship and 

awards from the Cotsen Institute here and 
the Koneen Säätiö (Kone Foundation) and 
Academy of  Finland in Finland. Last sum-
mer, the Institute awarded her the Director’s 
Graduate Research Fellowship, which sup-
ports participation in an excavation project 
unrelated to dissertation research.

For Minna, this meant spending two 
months at the Mozan/Urkesh Project in 
Tell Mozan, Syria. This was her first expe-
rience helping to conduct an excavation as 
part of  a large project. Although Syria is 
at a considerable distance from China, the 
work is relevant to her future goals, Minna 
says: “Once I get to the point that I can have 
my own excavation in China, it will help 
me solve the technical and interpretative 
problems associated with large horizontal 
exposures.” She will return to the Urkesh/
Tell Mozan project this summer.

She’s also participated in research in 
Russia and Iceland, experiences that will 
help her when she returns to Europe to 
seek an academic position. In the meantime, 
Minna has learned a lot about social rules, 
not only in China but in California as well.

“Here, you have to use a person’s first 
name when you address them”—for ex-
ample, Hi, David. “Why do I have to tell 
them their name all the time?” she used to 
wonder. “I would think they knew it.”

A Late Shang dynasty (ca. 

1200 BCE) li-tripod (li is the 

Chinese name of this particular shape of a 

vessel) used for cooking. It was excavated from 

Miaopu Locus North in Anyang, Henan province, 

China in the early 1960s. Similar shapes were 

very widely used in northern China 

before and after that time period.
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DEdwin Hill 

French and 
Francophone Studies

DURING THE WORLD WARS OF THE 

TWENTIETH CENTURY, many African 
American men traveled to France with the 
U.S. Army. The stories they brought home 
about their experience of  equitable treat-
ment among the French laid the founda-
tion for a myth about a color-blind France 
that persists today.

Sustaining that myth and building its 
glamour, many notable African American 
creative artists—from actress Josephine 
Baker to writers Richard Wright and James 
Baldwin—made their home in Paris in the 
years between and after the wars.



It takes a long time to figure out how everything will fit 
together,” but working across disciplines—especially 
at a major university like UCLA, also “has opened up 
new intellectual avenues for me.
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This summer, African American gradu-
ate student Edwin Hill is “following in their 
tracks” to France, drawn by the myth they 
created. He hopes to learn more about the 
historical moment in France—from the 
1930s through the 1960s—when Paris was 
a place where Africans from America, the 
Caribbean, and Africa—people of  “dif-
ferent social classes, different ethnicities, 
and different histories, all in Black skin, 
were trying to learn from one another.” In 
France, “they could meet with one another 
in a seemingly neutral space,” Edwin says. 
“It was an interesting moment of  synergy 
between the intellectual, aesthetic, and 
political life.” 

Edwin is interested in all three arenas: 
Black theorists and writers from the Carib-
bean—for example, Frantz Fanon, who 
critiqued constructions of  colonial identity, 
and Aimé Césaire, who wrote poems and 
essays that inspired oppressed people world-
wide; the French fascination with black dia-
sporic musical genres and performers like 
Baker and Alexandre Stellio (Antillean); and 
what Edwin calls “the politics of  sound.” 
In the process of  exploring these issues, 
he hopes to gain insight into the myth of  
a color-blind France and the complex ways 
in which it compared to reality.

For example, in her films, Josephine 
Baker often played a performer who fell in 
love with a white French man. “Her char-
acters would come to France and find suc-
cess as black colonial performers in Paris. 
But while the audiences loved her, largely 
because of  her exotic origins, those same 
origins made her an unacceptable choice 
for the French man she loved,” Edwin says, 
“so her success was always ambiguous and 
somewhat tragic.” One film ended, he says, 
with Baker performing as a bird in a cage.

While this is a rather negative depiction 
of  Africanness, it’s hard to say whether it 

reflects Baker’s own experience, because 
she created a personal mythology about 
who she was, walking down the streets 
of  Paris with cheetahs on a leash. Also, 
even if  her life were honestly reflected 
in her films, there was another side to 
her experience: Her celebrity gave her 
economic clout, Edwin notes, and let her 
“make statements that wouldn’t have got-
ten heard otherwise.”

Baker’s experience of  Paris was certainly 
different from the experiences of  those 
Blacks who came to Paris as students, and not 
all Blacks who came to France felt the same 
about their temporary home. Edwin points 
out that Africans from French colonies in the 
Caribbean were more ambivalent about the 
“liberty and opportunity that might exist in 
France that don’t exist” at home. While they 
might have enjoyed the open and accepting 
atmosphere of  Paris, they also saw France 
as a colonial power that refused to give their 
island homelands independence. 

One of  those French colonies is Gua-
deloupe, which was the birthplace of  a 
musical art form called biguine. Drawing 
on his experience as a percussionist—he 
has an  undergraduate degree in musical 
performance—Edwin examines how the 
calypso-like biguine, a dance and musical 
genre with creole lyrics on topics ranging 
from love and daily relationships to current 
events and political commentary, became a 
craze in Jazz Age Paris. He also asks “why 
jazz was so successful, and biguine didn’t 
enjoy as long a run.”

Music (especially rhythm and drums) 
was often related to ideas about blackness, 
which seemed to play an important role 
in the French cultural imagination dur-
ing the period Edwin is studying. Society 
was experiencing dramatic technological 
change—films with sound, radio, automo-
biles—and Blackness seemed to represent 

“an authentic, fundamental being that the 
French themselves had left behind,” he says. 
In effect, they were defining what it meant 
to be French by contrasting themselves with 
people of  African heritage.

Edwin’s grant-supported year of  travel, 
which begins this summer, is not his first 
visit to France. After graduating in music 
from the University of  Iowa, he studied 
French literature–with French students—at 
the Université du Mans. Inspired by the full 
immersion program, he wrote back to Iowa 
to apply for the master’s degree program in 
French literature. During those studies, he 
spent another period in France—this time 
in Rennes, working as a teaching assistant in 
an English conversation course—solidifying 
his French-speaking skills.

It wasn’t until he arrived at UCLA to 
study Francophone literature with Professor 
Françoise Lionnet that all of  his interests 
came together. “Edwin has developed an 
enviable ability to cross disciplinary bound-
aries between music, the humanities, and 
the social sciences,” says Professor Lionnet, 
who is his adviser. “While at UCLA, he has 
taken courses in French, comparative litera-
ture, anthropology, and musicology, and he 
is continuing to hone the exceptional skills 
that will serve him well in an increasingly 
challenging academic culture that puts a 
high premium on solidly grounded and 
theoretically strong interdisciplinary work 
and teaching.”

Because his work is interdisciplinary, 
“it takes a long time to figure out how 
everything will fit together,” Edwin says, 
but working across disciplines—especially 
at a major university like UCLA, also “has 
opened up new intellectual avenues for me.” 
When he completes his dissertation, Edwin 
will seek an academic position. “I’m hoping 
to find a place where I can continue to do 
the kind of  work I’ve done here.”

“
”
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Profiles

U
Lisa
Schweitzer
Urban Planning

URBAN PLANNING IS USUALLY ASSOCI-

ATED WITH THE NOTION OF MODEL CIT-

IES, turning what we’ve learned about exist-
ing cities into blueprints for better places, in 
what graduate student Lisa Schweitzer calls 
“the undeveloped universe.”

Lisa wants to fix up what’s already there. 
“It’s the legacy of  industrial production in 
our cities that needs to be examined,” she 
says. “We need to look at what past prac-
tices have done to create the riskscape that 
people have to deal with every day, and then 
find a way to improve it.”



22 GRADUATE QUARTERLY   Spring 2004 23Spring 2004   GRADUATE QUARTERLY

Student
Profiles

Rather than focusing on the undevel-
oped universe, Lisa’s dissertation research 
looks at the Southern California communi-
ties of  Commerce, the City of  Industry, and 
Boyle Heights. Residential neighborhoods 
there exist side by side with factories, and 
trucks come and go with production materi-
als, some of  them hazardous.

How does it come to pass that some 
people become next-door neighbors to 
factories and the risks those factories 
present? In the case of  Boyle Heights, the 
residents came first, then the freeways and 
factories in close succession, leaving people 
little opportunity to get out of  the way. The 
reverse was true for the City of  Industry 
and Commerce, where the residential 
neighborhoods were built around existing 
industrial complexes.

Either way, the present situation results 
from racial and economic politics, Lisa says. 
“Nobody gets up in the morning and says 
I’m going to build my landfill in Pacific Pali-
sades or Malibu,” she says. Rather, industries 
and governments look for “the neighbor-
hoods that are going to resist the least,” 
inhabited by people with few resources 
and less power, often people of  color, as in 
the case of  Boyle Heights. “It’s not fair and 
it’s not nice,” Lisa says, “but it’s the reality 
of  planning.”

As for the City of  Industry and Com-
merce, people with few resources—and 
people of  color—ended up living there 
because they have few choices in a tight 
and sometimes discriminatory housing 
market like the one in Southern California. 
Living next to a factory might be their best 
housing option.

Over the years, many people have tried 
to determine whether there is malicious 
intent behind the fact that poor people 
of  color so often find themselves living in 
hazardous areas. “That’s not a productive 

line of  inquiry because it’s too difficult to 
establish and in many cases, intent isn’t rel-
evant,” Lisa says. “What’s relevant is that 
we have people living in proximity to things 
that are bothersome, dangerous, or both, 
and we need to be thinking about ways of  
changing that.”

Lisa’s dissertation focuses on freight 
traffic. Researchers looking for safe ways to 
transport hazardous materials tend to focus 
on finding the shortest possible routes with 
the fewest people living alongside of  them. 
Lisa looks instead at the transfer points, 
often factories, where hazardous materials 
are picked up and delivered. People in these 
neighborhoods believe they are in danger, 
and Lisa proved empirically that their sense 
of  risk is warranted.

Her adviser, Randall Crane, says her 
ground-breaking work makes a significant 
contribution. “The project is computation-
ally intensive, which is one set of  her skills,” 
he says. “She is, however, an unusually 
broadly trained person, with strengths in 
both theory and practice. Her perspective 
on these issues is thus both unusually nu-
anced and integrated.”

Lisa’s broad training began as an under-
graduate at the University of  Iowa, where 
she earned a major in social work and a 
minor in economics. She came to college 
“with a strong desire to do work that was 
emancipatory in nature,” she says. “I wanted 
my work to be centered on social justice.” 
Nevertheless, as she studied social work, she 
found herself  spending less time doing peo-
ple-oriented work and more time handling 
administrative or budgetary tasks. “I wasn’t 
particularly good at getting people talking,” 
she says. “I was good with numbers, and I 
recognized where my talents were.” After 
obtaining master’s degrees in economics and 
urban planning from Iowa, she worked for 
a few years doing program evaluations and 

consulting in Iowa, then decided to continue 
her education.

UCLA was her choice: Los Angeles 
“seemed like a good place to study urban 
inequality and transportation because it 
had both problems in spades.” Lisa says. 
In addition, the Department of  Urban Plan-
ning “has a long tradition of  emancipatory 
research,” she says, making it “a marvelous 
place to study environmental justice.”

While it’s been a great place to study, 
however, Lisa says “living here drives me 
crazy.” Unlike graduate students who say 
their life improves once they learn to drive, 
Lisa found the opposite: “My quality of  
life increased substantially when I stopped 
driving—and not driving also enriched my 
research a great deal.” 

Lisa’s studies have been supported 
financially by a string of  fellowships: the 
UCLA Chancellor’s Fellowship, the Federal 
Highway Administration’s Eisenhower Fel-
lowship, and a Toxic Substances Research 
Program Graduate Fellowship. Last fall, 
she was selected the 2003 Transportation 
Student of  the Year by the University of  
California Transportation Center, which 
links programs at Berkeley, Davis, Irvine, 
and UCLA.

Social support has been provided by the 
urban planning faculty and other doctoral 
students. “We discuss our research and help 
each other out,” Lisa says. “I can’t really 
imagine how I would have finished my dis-
sertation research without them.”

This spring, Lisa will leave UCLA for 
an academic position at Virginia Tech. “I 
always thought my major contribution 
would be through research,” she says, but 
she realized how attached she’d become to 
teaching when she saw a few of  her public 
finance students graduate. “I hadn’t cried 
that much since I was five.”

”
My quality of  life increased substantially when I stopped driving—

and not driving also enriched my research a great deal.“
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Graduate Student
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

ANTHROPOLOGY
John E. Dietler:  “The Power Of  The People: The 
Effect Of  Microblade Production Skill On Chumash 
Household Status.”  Presented at the Society for 
American Archaeology Annual Meeting, Montreal, 
Canada, April, 2004.

Anna C. Noah:  “Status and Fish Consumption:  
Inter-household Variability in a Simple Chiefdom 
Society on the California Coast.”  Paper presented 
at the International Council of  Archaeozoology 
Fish Remains Working Group/Presencia de la 
Arqueoichtiología en México, Guadalajara, Mexico, 
September, 2003.

APPLIED LINGUISTICS & TESL
Hiromi Aoki:  [1] “A Prosodic Analysis of  the 
independent ne particle in Japanese.”  Presented 
at the 2004 Association of  Teachers of  Japanese 
(ATJ) Seminar, San Diego, CA, March, 2004.  [2] “A 
Prosodic Analysis of  the Production of  Independent 
Ne by Native and Nonnative Speakers of   Japanese”  
Presented at the Fourth International Conference on 
Practical Linguistics of  Japanese, San Francisco State 
University, San Francisco, CA, April, 2004.

Stefan S. Frazier:  “That reminds me of...: Touched-
off  memories in composition class group work.”  
Presented at the Annual Conference of  the American 
Association for Applied Linguistics, Portland, OR, 
May, 2004.

Pamela J. Hobbs:  “In their own voices: 
Codeswitching and code choice in the print and online 
versions of  an African-American women’s magazine.”  
Published in Women and Language, in press.

C.J. Koenig:  [1] (First author) “Oblique 
Intersections as Ordinary and Institutional Practice 
in Conversation Analysis.”  Presented at the Western 
States Communication Association annual meeting, 
Albuquerque, NM, February, 2004.  [2] Elected as 
Secretary of  the Language and Social Interaction 
Interest Group of  the Western States Communication 
Association.

Gary J. Ockey:  [1] “A pioneering book.”  Book review 
in Language Assessment Quarterly, vol. 1, pp. 63-66, 
January, 2004.  [2] “A comparison of  still photo and 
video-mediated web-based listening tests.”  Presented 
at the Language Testing Research Colloquium, 
Temecula, CA, March, 2004.  [3] “The role of  visuals 
in web-based tests of  listening comprehension.”  
Presented at the American Association of  Applied 
Linguistics, Portland, OR,  May, 2004.

Scott C. Phillabaum:  [1] (First author) “An 
ethnography of  talking about photographs.”  

Presented at the UPENN Ethnography in Education 
Research Forum, Philadelphia, PA, February, 2004.  
[2] (First author) “Talk and the development of  
photographic vision: Learning to ‘see’ as a competent 
professional.”  Presented at the 15th Annual Berkeley 
Symposium: Interdisciplinary approaches to visual 
representation, Berkeley, CA, March, 2004.  [3] (First 
author) “Talking about photographs as technical 
and aesthetic objects.”  Presented at the American 
Association of  Applied Linguistics, Portland, OR, 
May, 2004.  [4] (Panelist) “Calibrating photographic 
vision through eye gaze, gesture, and talk.”  Presented 
at the International Communication Association, 
New Orleans, LA, May, 2004.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN
Shohreh Rashtian:  “Wayfinding Without Sight.”  
Published in 20 on 20/20 vision Book - A publication 
of  the AIA Diversity Committee and Boston Society 
of  Architects, vol. 1, pp. 113-117, Boston, MA, 
November, 2003.

ART HISTORY
M. Legier Biederman:  [1] (Co-presenter) “Proper 
Responses to Naturalized Imagery or Embodied 
Viewers and Upset Binaries.”  Presented at the 
Black Feminisms at The CUNY Graduate Center 
CUNY Interdisciplinary Conference, New York, 
NY, February, 2004.  [2] (Panelist) “The Politics of  
Chat: How Kutlug Atman’s Films Queer the Archive.”  
Presented at the Queer Eye for the Art Historian at 
Cornell University, History of  Art and Archaeology 
Department, New York, NY, February, 2004.

Aliaa E. El Sandouby:  [1] “Piety, Memory and 
Power: The Shrines of  the Ahl al-Bayt in Cairo, 
Damascus and Aleppo.”  Paper presented at The 
Arabic Lecture Series, Program in Near Eastern 
Studies, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, March, 
2004.  [2] “Between the Memory of  al-Sayyida and 
the life of  the Building: The Shrine of  Sayyida Nafisa 
in Cairo.”  Paper presented at “Spaces and Places 
of  Virtue: The Dynamics of  Sanctification.” The 
Center for Near Eastern Studies, UCLA International 
Institute Roundtable, Los Angeles, CA, May, 2003.

Maya S. Stanfield-Mazzi:  “Ritual and Replication in 
Colonial Peru.”  Presented at the UCSB Department 
of  History of  Art and Architecture Graduate Student 
Symposium, Santa Barbara, CA, April, 2004.

Gloria H. Sutton:  “Tactical Media: Re-interpreting 
VALIE EXPORT’s.”  Published in New German 
Review, vol. 18, pp. 76-90, December, 2003.

ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCES
Ingo Richter:  (First author) “Orographic Influences 
on the Annual Cycle of  Namibian Stratocumulus 
Clouds.”  Poster presented at American Geophysical 
Union (AGU), Annual Fall Meeting 2003, San 
Francisco, CA, December, 2003.

Yuriy Y. Shprits:  [1] (First author) “Time dependent 
radial diffusion modeling of  relativistic electrons with 
realistic loss rates.”  Published in Geophysical Reserach 
Letters, vol. 31 (8), April, 2004.  [2] (First author) 
“Modeling of  Relativistic Electrons Including 
Realistic Loss Rates.”  Presented at the Fall AGU 
Meeting 2003, San Francisco, CA, December, 2003.

BIOMATHEMATICS
Vladimir N. Minin:  “Dual multiple change-point 
model leads to more accurate recombination 
detection.”  Poster presented at The Eighth 
Annual International Conference on Research in 
Computational Molecular Biology (RECOMB 2004), 
San Diego, CA, March, 2004.

BIOSTATISTICS
Sonia L. Minassian:  [1] “A Permutation Test 
for Disease Risk Alleles, Maternal Risk Alleles, 
and Maternal-Fetal Genotype Incompatibilities.”  
Presented at the San Diego American Statistical 
Association One-Day Conference, San Diego, CA, 
February, 2004.  [2] (Co-author) “RHD maternal-
fetal genotype incompatibility and schizophrenia: 
extending the MFG test to include multiple siblings 
and birth order.”  Published in European Journal of  
Human Genetics, vol. 3, pp. 192-8, March, 2004.

CHEMISTRY AND BIOCHEMISTRY
Sandra M. Hick:  [1] (First author) “Rapid Solid State 
Synthesis of  Europium Doped Nitride Phosphors.”  
Poster presented at 227th National Meeting of  the 
American Chemical Society, Anaheim, CA, March, 
2004.  [2] (Co-author) “Intercalation and exfoliation 
routes to nanoscrolled materials.”  Presented at the 
227th National Meeting of  the American Chemical 
Society, Anaheim, CA, March, 2004.

Jiaxing Huang:  [1] (First author) “A General 
Chemical Route to Polyaniline Nanofibers.”  
Published in Journal of  the American Chemical Society, vol. 
126, pp. 851, 2004.  [2] (First author) “Nanostructured 
Polyaniline Sensors” (invited paper).  Published in 
Chemistry—A European Journal, vol. 10, pp. 1314, 
2004.  [3] (Co-author) “Polyaniline Nanofibers as 
Gas Sensors: Response to Classes of  Vapors and 
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Comparison to Thin Films.”  Published in Nano 
Letters, vol. 4, pp. 591, 2004.  [4] (First author) 
“Large scale template-free synthesis of  polyaniline 
nanofibers.”  Published in Polymer Preprint, vol. 45, 
pp. 194, 2004.  [5] (First author) “Chemical Vapor 
Sensors Based on Polyaniline Nanofibers.”  Published 
in Polymeric Materials Science and Engineering, vol. 90, pp. 
177, 2004.  [6] (Co-author) “Chemical Detection for 
Homeland Security Using Polyaniline Nanofibers.”  
Published in Polymer Preprint, vol. 45, pp. 563, 2004.  [7] 
(Co-author) “Solid State Synthesis of  the Conducting 
Polymer Polyaniline.”  Published in Polymer Preprint, 
vol. 45, pp. 147, 2004.  [8] “Chemical vapor sensors 
based on polyaniline nanofibers.”  Presented at 
the 227th American Chemical Society National 
Meeting, Anaheim, CA, March, 2004.  [9] “Metal 
Nanoparticle Decorated Polyaniline Nanofibers.”  
Presented at the 2004 Materials Research Society 
Spring National Meeting, San Francisco, CA, April, 
2004.  [10] “Nanofiber Formation in the Chemical 
Oxidative Polymerization of  Aniline: A Mechanistic 
Study” (Highlighted Talk).  Presented at the Sixth 
International Symposium on Functional pi-Electron 
Systems, Ithaca, NY, June, 2004.  [11] (Co-presenter) 
“Polyaniline Nanofibers and their Application for 
Sensors.”  Presented at the International Conference 
on Synthetic Metals (ICSM) 2004, Wollongong, New 
South Wales, Australia, June, 2004.  [12] “Polyaniline 
nanofibers: Facile synthesis, chemical sensors 
and nanocomposites” (Invited, ICI award finalist 
presentation).  Presented at the 228th American 
Chemical Society National Meeting, Philadelphia, 
PA, August, 2004.  [13] “Polyaniline Nanofibers: 
Facile Synthesis and Nanocomposites” (Supported 
by GRC Chair’s Fund).  Poster presented at Gordon 
Research Conference (GRC) on Composites, 
Ventura, CA, January, 2004.  [14] (First author) 
“Polyaniline Nanofibers: Facile Synthesis, Diameter 
Control and Nanocomposites.”  Poster presented at 
The International Conference on Synthetic Metals 
(ICSM-2004), Wollongong, New South Wales, 
Australia, June, 2004.

CLASSICS
Andrew Lear:  [1] “Confronting the Imaginary:  love 
in Greece.”  Presented at the Pompeii Week at the 
Casa Italiana Zerilli-Marimo (NYU), New York, NY, 
April, 2004.  [2] Appointed lecturer in the Columbia 
Classics Department for the next two years.  [3] 
Named “Mellon fellow” by the Columbia Society 
of  Fellows.

Emma J. Scioli:  “L’incubo d’Ismene nella Tebaide di 
Stazio: comunicazione non-verbale e la prospettiva femminile 
sulla guerra.”  Presented at the Classics Department, 
University of  Rome, Tor Vergata, Italy, April, 2004.

Christine M. Thompson:  “Sealed Silver in Iron 
Age Cisjordan and the ‘Invention’ of  Coinage.”  
Published in Oxford Journal of  Archaeology, 2003 (vol. 
22.1, pp. 67-107).  Was covered as a ‘new discovery’ 
by New Scientist (April 2003, 26) and Sciences et 
Avenir (May 2003, 55) and received the Sean W. 
Dever Memorial Prize from the Albright Institute 
of  Archaeological Research (March 2004) for the 
best published article in Syro-Palestinian archaeology 
by a doctoral student.

COMMUNITY HEALTH SCIENCES
Shahram Lotfipour:  (First author) “Trauma in the 
Elderly.”  Chapter published in book The Clinical 
Practice of  Emergency Medicine, August, 2004.

Michele Wood:  [1] (Co-author) “Arrest history 
among men and sexual orientation.”  Published in 
Crime and Delinquency, vol. 50(1), pp. 32-42, 2004.  [2] 
(Co-author) “Reliability of  arrest and incarceration 
questions on the Risk Behavior Assessment.”  
Published in Crime and Delinquency, vol. 50(1), pp. 
24-31, 2004.  [3] (Co-author) “Nicotine dependence 
and HIV risk behaviors among illicit drug users.”  
Published in Addictive Behaviors, vol. 29(3), pp. 623-5, 
2004.  [4] (Co-author) “Using the Quality of  Well-
Being Scale to assess quality of  life in out-of-treatment 
drug users.”  Published in Journal of  Psychoactive Drugs, 
vol. 35(4), pp. 497-502, 2004.

COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
Claire L. Gallou:  “A Dialogue With Whom?  James 
Merrill, the Ouija Board and Poetry.”  Paper presented 
at Interdisciplinary Conference, Cambridge, MA, 
April, 2004.

Frederick Liers:  [1] “Cycles.”  Entry in The New 
Dictionary of  the History of  Ideas, forthcoming.  [2] 
“Biography.”  Entry in The New Dictionary of  the 
History of  Ideas, forthcoming.

Jordan A.Y. Smith:  [1] “Ajase, Oedipus, and Enchi 
Fumiko: (Quasi-) Incest, Fetishizing Tradition, and 
the Japanese Encounter with Modernity.”  Presented 
at the Asian Studies on the Pacific Coast (ASPAC), 
Eugene, OR, June, 2004.  [2] (Moderator) “Panel: The 
Japanese Family in Literature: Moments from Meiji 
to the Present.”  Asian Studies on the Pacific Coast 
(ASPAC), Eugene, OR, United States, June, 2004.  [3] 
“A Portrait of  the Artist as Jabberwocky Superfly: 
The Aesthetics of  Hybridity and the Narratology of  
Hip Hop.”  Presented at the American Comparative 
Literature Association (ACLA), Ann Arbor, MI, 
April, 2004.

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Jared B. Fox:  “Combining Weather Data for a 
Dataset Sufficient for Generating High-Resolution 
Weather Prediction Models.”  Published in Journal of  
Young Investigators, vol. 10, March, 2004.

Yeung Gavin:  (First author) “Detailed OFDM 
Modeling in Network Simulation of  Mobile Ad 
Hoc Networks.”  Paper presented at Parallel and 
Distributed Simulation (PADS) 2004, Kufstein, 
Austria, May, 2004.

Shaorong Liu:  [1] (First author) “Configurable 
indexing and ranking for XML Information 
Retrieval.”  Forthcoming in the Proceedings of  the 27th 
Annual International ACM SIGIR Conference, Sheffield, 
UK, July, 2004.  [2] (First author) “Cooperative XML 
(CoXML) Query Answering at INEX 03.”  Published 
in Proceedings of  the 2nd Initiative of  the Evaluation of  
XML retrieval (INEX) Workshop, Schloss Dagstuhl, 
Germany, December, 2003.

DESIGN | MEDIA ARTS
D. Scott Hessels:  [1] “If  These Walls Could Talk:  
Environmental Agency in Cinematic Narrative 
Construction.”  Paper presented at CiberArts, Bilbao, 
Spain, April, 2004.  [2] “If  These Walls Could Talk:  
Environmental Agency in Cinematic Narrative 
Construction.”  Presented at Narrative: Digital 
Storytelling, Los Angeles, CA, April, 2004.

EARTH & SPACE SCIENCES
Andrew D. Czaja:  [1] (First author) “Turning Ferns 
Into Fossils: Biogeochemical Alchemy.”  Presented 
at the Southern California Geobiology Symposium, 
Pasadena, CA, February, 2004.  [2] (First author) 
“Turning Ferns Into Fossils: Biogeochemical Alchemy.”  
Poster presented at 2004 Astrobiology Science 
Conference, Mountain View, CA, March, 2004.

Mari Takagi:  (First author) “Space Debris in the 
Geosynchronous Earth Orbit: Debris Environmental 
Assessment and its Implications on Cost and Benefit 
Analysis.”  Poster presented at 35th Lunar and 
Planetary Science Conference, vol. 1386, Houston, 
TX, March, 2004.

Jean-Pierre Williams:  (First author) “Thermal 
evolution of  the Martian core: Implications for an 
early dynamo.”  Published in Geology, vol. 32, pp. 97-
100, February, 2004.

EAST ASIAN LANGUAGES 
AND CULTURES

Mary S. Kim:  “Evidentiality in Achieving 
Entitlement, Objectivity, and Detachment in Korean 
Conversation.”  Published in Discourse Studies.

Chaohua Wang:  (Editor) One China, Many Paths. 
December, 2003.

Regina Wei:  “Rural Dilemmas, Urban Solutions?:  
Zhang Yimou’s.”  Presented at the Western 
Conference of  the Association for Asian Studies, 
Tempe, AZ, October, 2003.

ECONOMICS
Ken Miyajima:  (First author) “The Link between 
Economic Growth and the Real Exchange Rate.”  
Presented at the Eighth International Conference 
on Macroeconomic Analysis and International 
Finance, University of  Crete, Rethymno, Crete, 
Greece, May, 2004.

Chikako Yamauchi:  “Effects of  Poverty Alleviation 
on Labor Supply and School Attendance: Evidence 
from the IDT Program in Indonesia.”  Poster 
presented at 2004 Annual Meeting of  Population 
Association of  America, Boston, MA, April, 2004.

EDUCATION
Lisa A. Celaya:  “Understanding Latino Immigrant 
Parents’ Socialization of  Children Towards 
Education.”  Presented at the AERA, San Diego, 
CA, April, 2004.
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Kathy J. Fuller-Blake:  [1] (First author) “Interns’ 
Perceptions of  Effective Preparation for Working 
with English Learners.”  Presented at the National 
Association for Alternative Credentialing, New 
Orleans, LA, April, 2004.  [2] (First author) “National 
Grant for Intern Research.”  Presented at the National 
Association for Alternative Credentialing Conference, 
New Orleans, LA, April, 2004.

Ellen B. Stolzenberg:  [1] “Doctoral Education and 
the Disciplines: Do Disciplinary Differences Matter?”  
Presented at the American College Personnel 
Association (ACPA) Convention, Philadelphia, PA, 
April, 2004.  [2] “Using CIRP and YFCY to Assess the 
First Year Experience.”  Presented at the American 
College Personnel Association (ACPA) Convention, 
Philadelphia, PA, April, 2004.  [3] “How Pedagogy 
and Classroom Practices Affect First-Year College 
Students.”  Presented at the American College 
Personnel Association (ACPA) Convention, 
Philadelphia, PA, April, 2004.  [4] “Doctoral Students, 
Faculty, and the Disciplines: A Correlational and 
Comparative Analysis.”  Paper presented at the 
American Education Research Association (AERA) 
Annual Conference, San Diego, CA, April, 2004.  
[5] “Doctoral Education and the Disciplines: Do 
Disciplinary Differences Matter?”  Poster presented 
at Association for Institutional Research (AIR) 
Forum, Boston, MA, June, 2004.

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Filipp A. Baron:  (First author) “Carbon Nanotube 
Transistors.”  Published in Spheres, published by the 
CNSI Young Investigators Society, vol. 2, pp. 4, 
March, 2004.

Alireza Mehrnia:  (First author) “Minimum Word-
Length Requirements for MIMO-OFDM.”  Paper 
presented at the IEEE Global Telecommunications 
Conference, 2003. GLOBECOM ‘03, vol. 2, pp. 600-
604, San Francisco, CA, December, 2003.

ENGLISH
Tom Sant:  “Persuasive Business Proposals: Writing 
to Win More Customers, Clients, and Contracts.”  
Presented at the American Management Association 
(AMACOM), January, 2004.

Dennis Tyler:  [1] (Panelist) The Hawaii International 
Conference on Arts and Humanities, Honolulu, HI, 
January, 2004.  [2] (Panelist) The Social Science 
Research Council—Mellon Summer Conference, 
University of  Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, June, 
2003.  [3] (Moderator) The Thinking Social / National 
Formations: American Studies and Ethnic Studies 
Encounters, New York, NY, USA, April, 2004.

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE & 
ENGINEERING

Eduardo Behrentz:  [1] (Panelist) “Measuring 
self-pollution in school buses using a tracer gas 
technique.”  Presented at the 14th On-road Vehicle 
Emissions Workshop, Coordinating Research 
Council, San Diego, CA, March, 2004.  [2] (Panelist) 
“Measurements of  nitrous oxide emissions from 
light-duty motor vehicles: a pilot study.”  Presented 
at the 14th On-road Vehicle Emissions Workshop, 
Coordinating Research Council, San Diego, CA, 

March, 2004.  [3] (Co-presenter) “Characterizing 
the range of  children’s air pollutant exposure 
during school bus commutes.”  Presented at 
the 14th On-road Vehicle Emissions Workshop, 
Coordinating Research Council, San Diego, CA, 
March, 2004.  [4] (Co-presenter) “Development 
of  an air quality management system for the city 
of  Bogota, Colombia.”  Presented at the Urban 
Mobile Emissions in South American Mega Cities 
Workshop, Inter American Institute for Global 
Change Research, Santiago, Chile, March, 2004.  
[5] (Co-presenter) “Determination of  Bogota’s 
traffic emissions from pollution measurements and 
inverse modeling.”  Presented at the Urban Mobile 
Emissions in South American Mega Cities Workshop, 
Inter American Institute for Global Change Research, 
Santiago, Chile, March, 2004.  [6] (Co-author) 
“Characterizing the range of  children’s air pollutant 
exposure during school bus commutes.”  Exhibit of  
13th Annual Conference - International Society of  
Exposure Analysis, Stresa, Italy, September, 2003.  [7] 
(First author) “Relative importance of  school bus-
related microenvironments to children’s pollutant 
exposure.”  Exhibit of  13th Annual Conference 
- International Society of  Exposure Analysis, Stresa, 
Italy, September, 2003.

EPIDEMIOLOGY
Rulin Cai:  (First author) “Segregation analysis 
of  hepatocellular carcinoma in a moderately 
high-incidence area of  East China.”  Published 
in World J Gastroenterol, vol. 9(11), pp. 2428-32, 
November, 2003.

Yan Cui:  (First author) “Dietary boron intake and 
prostate cancer risk.”  Published in Oncology Reports, 
vol. 11(4), pp. 887-92, April, 2004.

ETHNOMUSICOLOGY
Liv Lande Lund:  “Complex processes of  continuity 
and change in Japanese koto music today: challenging 
the transmission and apprenticeship system of  
iemoto.”  Presented at the European Seminar 
in Ethnomusicology (ESEM), Vienna, Austria, 
September, 2003.

Kevin C. Miller: “The Home and the World: 
Conducting a Local Musical Ethnography on 
a Translocal South Asian Music.”  Presented at 
the British Forum for Ethnomusicology annual 
conference, Aberdeen, Scotland, April, 2004.

Jonathan L. Ritter:  [1] “Cantando se recuerdan: Historia 
de una música testimonial.”  Published in Cuestión de 
Estado, vol. 32, pp. 80-82, November, 2003.  [2] 
“Imagining Terror Locally: The September 11 
Carnival Songs of  Ayacucho, Peru.”  Presented 
at the International Council for Traditional Music 
World Conference, Fuzhou and Quanzhou, China, 
January, 2004.

Jesse S. Wheeler:  [1] “Rumba Lingala e a revolução na 
nacionalidade.”  Published in Em Pauta (Porto Alegre, 
Brazil), vol. 13/21, pp. 113-132, December, 2002.  [2] 
“Rock brasiliense: Toward an Alternative Narrative 
of  Brasilidade.”  Presented at the XXVII Simposio/
Symposium on Portuguese Traditions, Los Angeles, 
CA, April, 2004.  [3] “Rock brasiliense: Toward an 
Alternative Narrative of  Brasilidade.”  Presented at 
the UCLA Spanish and Portuguese Graduate Student 

Conference, Los Angeles, CA, April, 2004.  [4] (Co-
performer) “Show at Society for Ethnomusicology’s 
Southern CA Chapter’s Conference.”  Performance 
of  BatUCLAda Escola de Samba, Los Angeles, CA,  
February, 2004.

FILM, TELEVISION, AND 
DIGITAL MEDIA

Derek C. Livingston:  Producer and Director.  
Performance of  Celebration Theatre, Los Angeles, 
CA, December, 2003.

FRENCH AND FRANCOPHONE 
STUDIES

Amy S. Marczewski:  [1] “Les ‘maux’ et les mots:  une 
solution ‘tropicale’ à la question linguistique en Afrique.”  
Presented at the Boston College’s Twelfth Annual 
International Graduate Conference on Romance 
Studies: Within Language and the Implications 
of  Expression, Boston, MA, March, 2004.  [2] “A 
‘Revolutionary’ Solution to the Language Problem 
in African Literature:  the Use of  French in Ousmane 
Sembène’s.”  Presented at the UC Multicampus Research 
Group Annual Graduate Student Conference:  
Mapping Migrations, Los Angeles, CA, May, 2004.  
Presented at the WARA 2004 Summer Institute for 
College and University Faculty:  African Literature 
and its Contexts, Dakar, Senegal, June, 2004.

Julie C. Van Dam:  “Signes testamentaires de vie et de mort: 
Une relecture du Baobab Fou de Ken Bugul.”  Presented 
at the Women in French Annual International 
Conference, Claremont, CA, April, 2004.

Sylvie Young:  “Textualité, sexualité : la norme et son 
contraire, une étude du célibat masculin dans les lettres 
françaises à la fin du XIXème siècle.”  Presented at the 
Graduate Students of  NYU and Columbia Depts 
of  French - Joint Conference, New York City, NY, 
February, 2004.

HEALTH SERVICES
Mikele M. Bunce:  (Co-author) “Drug-Eluting 
Stent Use May Negatively Impact the Economic 
Health of  a Hospital: A Single-Center Case Study.”  
Poster presented at American College of  Cardiology 
Conference, New Orleans, LA, March, 2004.

Takahiro Higashi:  [1] (First author) “The Quality of  
Pharmacologic Care for Vulnerable Older Patients.”  
Published in Annals of  Internal Medicine, vol. 140, pp. 
714-720, May, 2004.  [2] (First author) “Vulnerable 
Older Patients Receiving Higher Quality Care 
Have Lower Mortality.”  Presented at the Society 
of  General Internal Medicine National Meeting, 
Chicago, IL, May, 2004.

Shana B. Traina:  (First author) “Social Support in 
the Pain-Depression Relationship.”  Poster presented 
at 2004 Annual Research Meeting of  Academy 
Health, San Diego, CA, June, 2004.
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HISTORY
Lawrence Culver:  [1] “From Playground to Parking 
Lot: The History of  Parks and Public Recreation in 
Los Angeles.”  Presented at the American Society 
for Environmental History, Victoria, Canada, April, 
2004.  [2] “From Last of  the Old West to First of  
the New West: Tourism and Transformation in 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming.”  Book chapter in Anthology, 
December, 2003.

Robert P. Dees:  [1] “Peasant Debt in the 
German Southwest as Evidence of  General 
Economic Decline, 1450-1650.”  Presented at the 
Sixteeth-Century Studies Conference, Pittsburgh, 
PA, November, 2003.  [2] “Schulden als Zeichen 
des Niedergangs: Die oberschwäbische Wirtschaft im 
16. Jahrhundert.”  Presented at the Stadtarchiv 
Memmingen, Memmingen, Germany, April, 2004.  
[3] “Debt in the German Southwest as Evidence of  
General Economic Decline, 1450-1650.”  Presented 
at the 8th UC Colloquium on Early Modern Central 
Europe, Berkeley, CA, April, 2004.

Laura J. Gifford:  “Nixon and the Clergymen: 
Politics, Religion and the Anti-Communist Threat, 
1953-1960.”  Presented at the Second Annual GWU-
UCSB Graduate Student Conference on the Cold 
War, Washington, DC, May, 2004.

Nitzan I. Lebovic:  [1] (First author) “Roma Aeterna, 
Gladiator and the Fascist Image.”  Published in: 
Memory and Cinema, A Dangerous Relationship?,   Zalman 
Shazar Center, pp. 253- 272, Jerusalem, 2004.  [2] 
(Panelist) “Presenter and Panel Organizer: Fascism 
and Philosophy: New Perspectives.”  Presented at the 
Europeanists Conference.  Winner of  Europeanists 
Grant, Chicago, IL, March, 2004.

Arthur Rolston:  “The Strange Career and Ironic 
Endurance of  Stockholder Liability in California, 
1849-1931.”  Paper presented at the Economic 
and Business Historical Society 2004 Conference, 
April, 2004.

Nicolas G. Rosenthal:  [1] (First author) “Book review 
of  James B. LaGrande, Indian Metropolis: Native 
Americans in Chicago, 1945-1975.”  Published in the 
Western Historical Quarterly, vol. 35, pp. 83-84, April, 
2004.  [2] “Representing Indians: Native American 
Actors on Hollywood’s Frontier.”  Presented at the 
UCLA U.S. History Colloquium, Los Angeles, CA, 
January, 2004.  [3] “From Americanization to Self-
Determination: The Federal Relocation Program 
and American Indian Experience in Los Angeles, 
1952-1976.”  Presented at the UCLA American 
Indian Studies Center Brown Bag Colloquium, Los 
Angeles, CA, February, 2004.

HUMAN GENETICS
Daria Estrada-Smith:  (First author) “Dissection of  
multigenic obesity traits in congenic mouse strains.”  
Published in Mammalian Genome, vol. 15, pp. 14-22, 
January, 2004.

INDO-EUROPEAN STUDIES
Angelo O. Mercado:  [1] “Picena Pietas: On the 
Language and Poetry of  the Castignano Cippus”  
University of  California, Berkeley, Departments of  
Classics and Linguistics Workshop, Berkeley, CA,  
March, 2004.  [2] (Co-presenter) “The oldest Celtic 

poem.”  Celtic Studies Association of  North America 
Annual Meeting, Toronto, Canada, April, 2004.

INFORMATION STUDIES
Leonard W. Davolio:  “Complexities in IT Diffusion 
Theory: The Case of  Macromedia’s Shockwave 
and Flash Player Technologies.”  Presented at the 
International Communications Association, New 
Orleans, LA, USA, May, 2004.

Carina H. MacLeod:  (Co-presenter) “Evaluating 
EAD as an Appropriate Metadata Structure for 
Describing and Delivering Museum Content: MOAC 
II Evaluation Study.”  Presented at the International 
Conference of  Digital Libraries, New Delhi, India, 
February, 2004.

Angela A. Riggio:  (Co-author) “Medium or Message: 
A New Look at Standards, Structures, and Schema 
for Managing Electronic Resources.”  Published in 
Library Hi Tech, vol. 22 no. 2, June, 2004.

Elizabeth A. Spatz:  (Editor) “The House and 
Collections of  the Marquis de Marigny.”  The Provenance 
Index of  the Getty Research Institute, 2003.

Kathleen Svetlik:  (Co-presenter) “Evaluating EAD 
as an Appropriate Metadata Structure for Describing 
and Delivering Museum Content: MOAC II User 
Evaluation Study.”  Presented at the International 
Conference of  Digital Libraries, Delhi, India, 
February, 2004.

LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES
Patrick C. Linder:  “Food, Globalization, and 
Resistance: Hidden Transcripts and the Construction 
of  Identity in a Coastal Oaxacan Town..”  Presented at 
the Society for the Anthropology of  North America 
and American Ethnological Society Combined 
Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, April, 2004.

LAW
Christopher D. Baker:  “Tolerance of  International 
Espionage: A Functional Approach.”  Published in 
American University International Law Review, vol. 19:
5, June, 2004.

MANAGEMENT
Aydin Alptekinoglu:  [1] (Co-author) “The Benefits 
of  Advance Booking Discount Programs: Model 
and Analysis.”  Published in Management Science, vol. 
50, pp. 465-478, April, 2004.  [2] (First author) “A 
Model for Analyzing Multi-Channel Distribution 
Systems.”  Published in European Journal of  Operational 
Research, in press.  [3] “Mass customization versus 
mass production: variety and price competition.”  
Finalist award in the 2004 MSOM (Manufacturing 
and Service Operations Management) Student Paper 
Competition of  INFORMS (Institute for Operations 
Research and the Management Sciences).  [4] “Mass 
customization versus mass production: variety and 
price competition.”  Extended abstract of  the paper 
appeared in the Winter 2004 issue of  Manufacturing and 
Service Operations Management (a journal published by the 
MSOM Society of  INFORMS), 2004.

Jean-Francois Coget:  “How Emotions Influence 
Leaders’ Perception of  Reality: A Phenomenological 
Paradigm for Leadership.”  Presented at the Academy 
of  Management Conference, New Orleans, LA, 
August, 2004.

Deming Zhou:  (Co-author) “Designing Supply 
Contracts: Contract Type and Information 
Asymmetry.”  Published in Management Science, vol. 
50, pp. 550-559, April, 2004.

MEDICINE
Sameer A. Sheth:  [1] (First author) “Linear and 
nonlinear relationships between neuronal activity, 
oxygen metabolism, and hemodynamic responses.”  
Published in Neuron, April, 2004.  [2] (First author) 
“Columnar specificity of  microvascular oxygenation 
and volume responses: Implications for functional 
brain mapping.”  Published in Journal of  Neuroscience, 
vol. 24(3), pp. 634-641, January, 2004.  [3] (Co-
author) “Functional signal and paradigm dependent 
linear relationships between synaptic activity and 
hemodynamic responses in rat somatosensory 
cortex.”  Published in Journal of  Neuroscience, vol. 
24(15), pp. 3850-3861, April, 2004.  [4] (Co-author) 
“Cortical spreading depression produces long-term 
depression of  activity-related changes in cerebral 
blood volume and neurovascular coupling.”  
Published in Journal of  Biomedical Optics.

MOLECULAR AND MEDICAL 
PHARMACOLOGY

Chun-ju Chang:  [1] (First author) “PTEN regulates 
Mdm2 expression through the P1 promoter.”  
Published in Journal of  Biological Chemistry, July, 2004.  
[2] (First author) “PTEN regulates Mdm2 expression 
through the P1 promoter.”  Poster presented at 
American Society of  Cell Biology, San Francisco, 
CA, December, 2003.

MOLECULAR, CELLULAR, AND 
DEVELOPMENTAL BIOLOGY

Wayne S. Pereanu:  “Larval Development of  Lateral 
Glial Cells in the Drosophila Brain.”  Poster presented 
at 45th Annual Drosophila Conference, Washington, 
DC, March, 2004.

MOLECULAR, CELLULAR, AND 
INTEGRATIVE PHYSIOLOGY

Hal X. Nguyen:  (First author) “Macrophage-derived 
nitric oxide lyses muscle cells in vitro, and increases 
membrane permeability in dystrophin-deficient 
muscle in vivo.”  Poster presented at New Directions 
in Biology and Disease of  Skeletal Muscle, San Diego, 
CA, January, 2004.

MOLECULAR BIOLOGY
Dawn A. Hower:  [1] (First author) “Construction 
and Functional Analysis of  a Treponema denticola 
Yeast Two-Hybrid Genomic Library.”  Poster 
presented at the 82nd General Session & Exhibition 
of  the IADR, Honolulu, HI, March, 2004.  [2] (First 
author) “Construction and Functional Analysis of  
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a Treponema denticola Yeast Two-Hybrid Genomic 
Library.”  First Place, Graduate Category of  the 
UCLA School of  Dentistry Annual Student Poster 
Competition, April, 2004.

Michael Strong:  [1] “Protein Nanomachines.”  
Published in PLoS Biology, vol. 2, pp. 305, March, 2004.  
[2] (First author) “Visualization and Interpretation 
of  Protein Networks in Mycobacterium tuberculosis 
Based on Hierarchical Clustering of  Genome-Wide 
Functional Linkage Maps.”  Published in Nucleic 
Acids Research, vol. 31, pp. 7099, December, 2003.  
[3] (First author) “Inference of  Protein Function 
and Protein Linkages in Mycobacterium tuberculosis 
Based on Prokaryotic Genome Organization:  A 
Combined Computational Approach.”  Published 
in Genome Biology, vol. 4, pp. R59.1, August, 2003.  
[4] (First author) “A Web-Based Comparative 
Genomics Tutorial for Investigating Microbial 
Genomes.”  Published in ASM Microbiology Education 
Journal, vol. 5, May, 2004.  [5] “Computational and 
Biochemical Analysis of  the Mycobacterium tuberculosis 
Genome.”  Presented at the American Society for 
Microbiology Biodefense Conference, Baltimore, 
MD, March, 2003.  [6] “Identification of  Functionally 
Linked Genes in Mycobacterium tuberculosis.”  Poster 
presented at National Institutes of  Health (NIH) 
Protein Structure Initiative Workshop, Bethesda, 
MD, March, 2004.

Yi Xing:  [1] (First author) “Widespread production 
of  novel soluble protein isoforms by alternative 
splicing removal of  transmembrane anchoring 
domains.”  Published in FEBS Letters, vol. 555, pp. 
572-8, December, 2003.  [2] (First author) “The 
multiassembly problem: Reconstructing multiple 
transcript isoforms from EST fragment mixtures.”  
Published in Genome Research, vol. 14, pp. 426-441, 
March, 2004.  [3] (Co-author) “ASAP: The alternative 
splicing annotation project.”  Published in Nucleic 
Acids Research, vol. 31, pp. 101-105, January, 2004.  
[4] (Co-author) “Assessing the impact of  alternative 
splicing on domain interactions in the human 
proteome.”  Published in Journal of  Proteome Research, 
vol. 3, pp. 76-83.  [5] (Co-author) “Evidence for a 
subpopulation of  conserved alternative splicing 
events under selection pressure for protein reading 
frame preservation.”  Published in Nucleic Acids 
Research, vol. 32, pp. 1261-9, 2004.  [6] (First author) 
“Inferring full length transcript and protein isoforms 
from fragmentary sequence data.”  Poster presented at 
Gordon Research Conference ( Structural Functional 
and Evolutionary Genomics), Ventura, CA, February, 
2004.  [7] (Co-author) “Genome-wide detection of  
alternative splicing in expressed sequences using 
partial order multiple sequence alignment graphs.”  
Published in Pac. Symp. Biocomputing 2004, vol. 2004, 
pp. 29-41, January, 2004.  [8] (Co-author) “Novel 
functions of  the phosphatidylinositol metabolic 
pathway discovered by a chemical genomics screen 
with wortmannin.”  Published in Proc. Nati. Acad. Sci., 
vol. 100, pp. 3345-3350, March 2004.

MUSIC
Adam M. Barber:  (Co-author) Composed/
Orchestrated music for Primetime TV Show.   NBC, 
9PM, April 11th 2004.

Namhee Han:  [1] (Co-performer) “¡Up and Comers!”  
Performance of  The Long Beach Chapter of  the 
American Guild of  Organists, Long Beach, CA, 
March, 2004.  [2] (Sole performer) “Evensong 

Concert.”  Performance of  St. Thomas The Apostle, 
Hollywood, CA, February, 2004.  [3] (Sole performer) 
“Mid-Day Wednesday Concert Series.”  Cathedral of  
Our Lady of  the Angels, Los Angeles, CA, USA, 
July, 2003.

MUSICOLOGY
Loren Y. Kajikawa:  [1] “Cornelius’s “Point of  View”: 
Perspectives on Globalization, Techno-Orientalism, 
and Cyborg Fantasy.”  Presented at the Nikkei Bruin 
Conference on Japanese Popular Music, Los Angeles, 
CA, United States, March, 2004.  [2] “If  It’s Asian 
American Can It Be Bad?: Politics, Aesthetics, and the 
Music of  Glenn Horiuchi.”  Presented at the Society 
for American Music (SAM) National Conference, 
Cleveland, OH, United States, March, 2004.

NEAR EASTERN LANGUAGES AND 
CULTURES

Tamar Marie Boyadjian-Avedissian:  “Nature and 
the  Poet: The Use of  Natural Imagery in the Poetry 
of  Indra, Misak Mezarentz, and Daniel Varoujan.”  
Presented at the Graduate Student Colloquium 
in Armenian Studies at UCLA, Los Angeles, CA, 
February, 2004.

William E. Gordon:  “The Kushite Dynasty: 
Imitators or Innovative Traditionalists.”  Presented 
at the American Research Center in Egypt (ARCE) 
Annual Meeting, Tucson, AZ, April, 2004.

NEUROSCIENCE
Keri Martinowich:  (First author) “DNA Methylation-
Related Chromatin Remodeling in Activity-
Dependent BDNF gene regulation.”  Published in 
Science, vol. 302(5646), pp. 890-3, October, 2003.

NURSING
Rebecca L. Cross:  “The Effect of  Cognitive 
Behavioral Therapy on Infection, Depression, 
and Immunity Following Coronary Artery Bypass 
Grafting in Women: A Pilot Study.”  Poster presented 
at Psychoneuroimmunology Research Society, Titisee, 
Germany, May, 2004.

Isabell B. Purdy:  (First author) “Perinatal 
Corticosteroids: A Review of  Research Part 1: 
Antenatal Administration.”  Published in Neonatal 
Network, vol. 23, pp. 15-30, March, 2004.

ORGANISMIC BIOLOGY, ECOLOGY & 
EVOLUTION

A. Kimo Morris:  [1] (First author) “Swimming 
Through Space - Measuring Macrozooplankton 
Densities Along Blue Water Diving Transects.”  
Presented at the American Academy of  Underwater 
Sciences, Long Beach, CA, March, 2004.  [2] (First 
author) “Caught On Video! Jellyfish Aggregations 
Along The Monterey Upwelling Shadow, Monterey, 
California.”  Presented at the American Society 
of  Limnology and Oceanography, Savannah, GA, 
June, 2004.

PHILOSOPHY
Phil Corkum:  [1] “Aristotle and Logical Consequence.”  
Presented at the Canadian Philosophical Association 
Annual Congress, Winnipeg, Canada, May, 2004.  [2] 
“Comments on Dwayne Raymond, ‘Drawing upon 
an Ancient Logical Intuition’.”  Paper presented 
at the Canadian Philosophical Association Annual 
Congress, Winnipeg, Canada, May, 2004.  [3] “Is the 
Syllogistic a Logic?.”  Paper presented at the American 
Philosophical Association Central Division Meeting, 
Chicago, IL, April, 2004.  [4] “Comments on David 
C. Williams, “Aristotle on the Methodology of  
Mathematical Concept Acquisition: Resolving an 
Apparent Inconsistency Between Metaphysics 
1077B16 and 1077B33.”  Paper presented at 
the American Philosophical Association Pacific 
Division Meeting, Pasadena, CA, March, 2004.  [5] 
“Ontological Independence in Aristotle’s Categories.”  
Paper presented at the American Philosophical 
Association Eastern Division Meeting, Washington, 
DC, January, 2004.  [6] “Is the Syllogistic a Logic?”  
Paper presented at the International Conference on 
Ancient and Medieval Philosophy, New York, NY, 
December, 2003.

PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY
Mark R. McGovern:  (First author) “Identifying 
Young Brown Dwarfs Using Gravity-Sensitive 
Spectral Features.”  Published in The Astrophysical 
Journal, vol. 600, pp 1020, January, 2004.

PHYSIOLOGICAL SCIENCE
Leola W. Hau:  (First author) “Frequency-dependence 
of  auditory-nerve latency in the northern leopard 
frog, Rana pipiens pipiens.”  Poster presented at 
Association of  Research in Otolaryngology, Daytona 
Beach, FL, February, 2004.

Jessica M. So:  (Co-presenter) “Calcium Handling in 
Sodium-Calcium Exchanger Knock-Out Adult Mouse 
Myocytes.”  Presented at the American Federation for 
Medical Research, Carmel, CA, January, 2004.

PSYCHOLOGY
Peter M. Bachman:  [1] (First author) “EEG 
synchronization and spatial working memory in 
schizophrenia patients, their unaffected twins, 
and controls.”  Poster presented at Society for 
Psychophysiological Research, Chicago, IL, October, 
2003.  [2] (First author) “Cognitive and neuroscience 
aspects of  thought disorder.”  Chapter published in the 
Cambridge Handbook of  Thinking and Reasoning, 2004.

Vickie Y. Chang:  (First author) “Mental Health and 
School Functioning in Youths Referred to Outpatient 
Community Clinics.”  Poster presented at the Society 
for Research on Adolescence conference, Baltimore, 
MD, March, 2004.

Angeline Dijamco:  [1] (First author) “Development 
of  Social Behavior in Children with Autism: 
Naturalistic Observations in the Classroom 
Environment.”  Poster presented at the International 
Meeting for Autism Research, Sacramento, CA, 
May, 2004.  [2] “Face-to-face interactions of  infant 
siblings of  children with autism: An exploratory 
study of  patterns of  gaze, smiling, and vocalization.”  
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Presented at the International Meeting for Autism 
Research, Sacramento, CA, May, 2004.

Abbey S. Eisenhower:  (First author) “Predictors of  
the Teacher-Child Relationship for Young Children 
with Developmental Delays.”  Presented at the 
Gatlinburg Conference on Research and Theory in 
Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities, 
San Diego, CA, March, 2004.

Nathaniel R. Herr:  (First author) “Would you?  Could 
you?  What if  I paid you?  Differing meanings of  self-
efficacy and the effects of  incentives on anticipated 
performance.”  Poster presented at AABT, Boston, 
MA, November, 2003.

Johanna M. Jarcho: (Co-author) “The neural correlates 
of  placebo effects: a disruption account.”  Published in 
NeuroImage, vol. 22, pp. 447-455, May, 2004.

DeQuincy A. Lezine:  [1] (First author) “Preventing 
Suicide on the College Campus.”  Poster presented 
at American Association of  Suicidology, Miami, FL, 
April, 2004.  [2] (First author) “Risk Factors for 
Suicidality in Early Psychosis.”  Poster presented at 
American Association of  Suicidology, Miami, FL, 
April, 2004.  [3] (Panelist) “Expert Panel: Furthering 
the National Strategy in California.”  Presented at the 
California Suicide Prevention Planning Conference, 
Sacramento, CA, May, 2004.

Sabrina J. Pagano:  (First author) “Moral Outrage 
and Guilt as Predictors of  Differential Helping 
Behavior on Behalf  of  the Disadvantaged.”  Poster 
presented at Society for Personality and Social 
Psychology, Austin, TX, January, 2004.

David Shirinyan:  (First author) “Identification of  
an Activating and Deactivating Network Subserving 
Working Memory: A Spaced Event-Related 
fMRI study.”  Poster presented at the Cognitive 
Neuroscience conference, San Francisco, CA, April, 
2004.

Lisa B. Story:  (First author) “Understanding 
marriage and stress: Essential questions and 
challenges.”  Published in Clinical Psychology Review, 
vol. 23, pp. 1139-1162, 2004.

Lucina Q. Uddin:  [1] (First author) “Hemispheric 
Specialization and Interhemispheric Interaction in 
Self-Recognition.”  Poster presented at the Society 
for Neuroscience conference, New Orleans, LA, 
November, 2003.  [2] (Co-author) “Personality-
trait words: preferential processing by the right 
hemisphere.”  Poster presented at the Society 
for Neuroscience conference, New Orleans, LA, 
November, 2003.

ROMANCE LINGUISTICS & 
LITERATURE

Vermy A. Michael:  “Exposing the attitudes of  native 
speakers of  Spanish towards non-native speakers of  
Spanish in Los Angeles, California.”  Presented at 
the 2004 Johns Hopkins University Graduate Student 
Conference, Baltimore, MD, April, 2004.

SLAVIC LANGUAGES AND 
LITERATURES

Marilyn Gray:  “Self  and Other in Verbal Portraiture: 
Ivo Andric’s Bosnian Story.”  Presented at the 
California Slavic Colloquium, UCLA, Los Angeles, 
CA, April, 2004.

SOCIAL WELFARE
Gawon Chung:  (Co-presenter) “Meta-Evaluation 
of  Long-Term Care Policy: Collaborative Efforts 
and Future Directions.”  Presented at the 2004 Joint 
Conference of  the American Society on Aging & 
The National Council on the Aging, San Francisco, 
CA, April, 2004.

Brooke A. Funderburk:  [1] (First author) "Creating 
consortia across the continuum of  care: Geriatric 
social work field education.”  Published in Social Work 
Education: An International Journal.  [2] (Co-presenter) 
“Adapting the Teaching Center Model for Geriatric 
Social Work Field Education.”  Poster presented at 
the Annual Meeting for the Council on Social Work 
Education, February, 2004.

Eve E. Garrow:  “Front-Line Implementation of  a 
Multi-Disciplinary Treatment Program for Parolees 
with Mental Illness: A Qualitative Investigation.”  
Presented at the Reentry to Recovery:  People with 
Mental Illness Coming Home from Prison or Jail, 
Philadelphia, PA, April, 2004.

Kathryn G. Kietzman:  (Co-presenter) “Meta-
Evaluation of  Long-Term Care Policy: Collaborative 
Efforts and Future Directions.”  Presented at the 2004 
Joint Conference of  the American Society on Aging 
& The National Council on the Aging, San Francisco, 
CA, April, 2004.

Karra Bikson Moga:  [1] (Co-author) “How many 
social workers are needed in primary care? A patient-
based needs assessment example.”  Published in Health 
& Social Work, in press.  [2] “Psychosocial problems 
in primary care: Patient and provider perceptions.”  
Presented at the Eighth Annual Conference of  the 
Society for Social Work and Research, New Orleans, 
LA, January, 2004.

Jennifer E. Mosley:  [1] “Policy advocacy by human 
service nonprofits: Practice and promise.”  Poster 
presented at Council on Social Work Education 
Annual Program Meeting, Anaheim, CA, February, 
2004.  [2] “A typology of  advocacy participation by 
human service nonprofits.”  Paper presented at the 
Association for Research on Nonprofit Organizations 
and Voluntary Action Annual Meeting, Denver, CO, 
November, 2003.

France T. Nguyen:  [1] (First author) “Overview of  
HIV Testing and High-Risk Behaviors among Latinos 
in Los Angeles County:  Data from the 2002 HIV 
Testing Survey.”  Presented at the CHIPTS’ HIV 
Research: The Next Generation, Los Angeles, CA, 
April, 2004.  [2] (First author) “An Exploratory 
Study in Hanoi, Viet Nam:  Service Issues Related 
to Immunization, Support, and HIV/AIDS Among 
Intravenous Drug Users.”  Poster presented at the 
Society for Social Work and Research Conference’s 
‘Using Diverse Methods to Build Knowledge’, New 
Orleans, LA, January, 2004.

Andrea L. Witkin:  [1] (First author) “Homeless 
Youth in Los Angeles: A picture of  life on the 

street.”  Poster presented at American Psychological 
Association Annual Conference, Honolulu, HI, July, 
2004.  [2] (First author) “Comprehensive versus 
Abstinence Only Sex Education: What Works?”  
Published in FOCUS, vol. 18, January, 2003.  [3] 
(Co-author) “Bareback Sex Among Men Who Have 
Sex With Men: Risk Predictors.”  Poster presented 
at American Psychological Association Annual 
Conference, Honolulu, HI, July, 2004.

SOCIOLOGY
Nurullah Ardic:  [1] “Ibn Haldun ve Weber’de Bilgi 
ve Bilim Sorunu (The Question of  Knowledge and 
Science in Weber and Ibn Haldun).”  Published in 
Divan: Ilmi Arastirmalar., April, 2004.  [2] “Küreselle_me 
ve Ulus-Devlet (Globalization and the Nation-state) in 
M. Özel (ed.) Küreselle_me.”  Chapter published in 
the book stanbul: Küre, June, 2004.  [3] “Mobile 
Phone and the Re-negotiation of  the Public and the 
Private.”  Presented at the Conference organized 
by the Foundation for Science and Arts., Istanbul, 
Turkey, September, 2002.

Nancy W. Yuen:  “Performing Race, Negotiating 
Identity: Asian American Professional Actors in 
Hollywood.”  Book chapter published in Asian 
American Youth Culture, Identity, and Ethnicity, 
August, 2004.  [2]  “Performing Race, Negotiating 
Identity: Asian American Professional Actors in 
Hollywood.” Presented at the Asian American 
Studies Guest Lecturer Series, Michigan State 
University, October, 2004.

SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE
Vanina Eisenhart:  [1] (Panelist) “Belle Epoque 
Tropical: Ambiguidade no momento historico, politico e social 
no universo de Olavo Bilac, Lima Barreto e Joao do Rio.”  
Presented at the Transformations: Re-imagining 
Identity, Spanish and Portuguese Graduate Student 
Conference at UCLA, Los Angeles, CA, April, 2004.    
[2] (Panelist) “Primeira Dama Tropical: A cidade e o corpo 
feminino na ficcao de Julia Lopes de Almeida.”  Presented 
at the XXVII Symposium on Portuguese Traditions, 
Los Angeles, CA, April, 2004.

Diane L. Gunn:  “Viagens do Ritmo: Criando Conexões 
Conscientes.” Presented at the Transformations: Re-
imagining Identity, Spanish and Portuguese Graduate 
Student Conference at UCLA, Los Angeles, CA, 
April, 2004.

Alejandro Lee Chan:  “De chinos de la China a chinos 
aplatanados: hibridez Ã(c)tnica y cultural en lo cubano.”  
Presented at the Transformations: Re-imagining 
Identity, Spanish and Portuguese Graduate Student 
Conference at UCLA, Los Angeles, CA, April, 2004.

Lizy Moromisato:  (Panelist) “Mestizaje y Redencion en un 
Sermon Barroco sobre Santa Rosa de Lima.” Presented at 
the Transformations: Re-imagining Identity, Spanish 
and Portuguese Graduate Student Conference at 
UCLA, Los Angeles, CA, April, 2004.

Amy B. Rell:   (First author) “An Analysis of  Spanglish 
as a Source of  Identity for Mexican Migrants in the 
United States.”  Presented at the Tulane University, 
7th Annual Cultural Encounters Conference, New 
Orleans, LA, April, 2004.

Patricia Villegas-Silva:  “Heritage Language 
Learners and Identity.” Presented at the 
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Transformations: Re-imagining Identity, Spanish 
and Portuguese Graduate Student Conference at 
UCLA, Los Angeles, CA, April, 2004.

THEATER
Jacey Erwin:  “Play It On the G-String: Performances 
of  Sexuality and Gender in Neo-Burlesque.”  
Presented at the Thinking Gender: The Fourteenth 
Annual Graduate Student Research Conference, Los 
Angeles, CA, March, 2004.

John D. Swain:  [1] (Panelist) “Senda Koreya and the 
Performance of  Tenkô.”  Presented at Toward a Modern 
Japanese Theatre Revisited, a Conference in Honor of  
J. Thomas Rimer, Pittsburgh, PA, September, 2003.  [2] 
(Panelist) “Nomads Still.”  Presented at the Association 
for Theatre in Higher Education Conference, New 
York, NY, August, 2003.

URBAN PLANNING
Ashok Das:  [1] “Improving access to healthcare 
in developing countries: The role of  civil society.”  
Paper presented at the Sixth Bay Area International 
Health Conference, February, 2004.  [2] (Co-author) 
“Cultural Heritage and Economic Growth: The 
either/or paradox in Sualkuchi.”  Paper presented at the 
Centennial Meetings of  the Association of  American 
Geographers, Philadelphia, PA, March, 2004.

Priyam Das:  (Co-author) “Cultural Heritage and 
Economic Growth: The either/or paradox in 
Sualkuchi.”  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting 
of  the Association of  American Geographers, 
Philadelphia, PA, March, 2004.

Hiroyuki Iseki:  “Assessing Research on the 
Economic Effects of  Contracting in the Provision 
of  Fixed-route Bus Transit Service.”  Presented at the 
Transportation Research Board (TRB) 83rd  Annual 
Meeting, Washington, DC, January, 2004.

WORLD ARTS AND CULTURES
Esther M. Baker:  [1] (Co-performer) Performance at 
the University of  Florida, Gainesville, FL, February, 
2004.  [2] (Co-performer and Choreographer)  
Performance at the French Cultural Center, 
Dakar, Senegal, December, 2003.  [3] Directed and 
Choreographed two dance on camera films at the Film 
VITAS Film Festival, Los Angeles, CA, April, 2004.  
[4] Performed solo at the Dance Under Construction 
Conference, Riverside, CA, April, 2003.

Claudia J. Hernández:  (First author) “Botánicas: Sites 
of  Healing and Community Support.”  In Botánica Los 
Angeles: Latino Popular Religion in Los Angeles, Fowler 
Museum of  Cultural History, Los Angeles, CA.

Anoosh E. Jorjorian:  [1] “African Dance/Tubaabs 
in Motion: Tourism, Transnational Exotification, and 
‘Traditional’ Senegalese Dance.”  Presented at the 
Dance Under Construction Conference, Nomadic 
Spaces, Riverside, CA,  April, 2004.  [2] (Moderator) 
“Generations of  the Land: Indigenous Memory 
and Landscape.” California Studies Association 
Conference, Gimme Shelter!: Calling California 
Home, Los Angeles, CA, April, 2004.

Denise Uyehara:  “Maps of  City & Body: Shedding 
Light on the Performances of  Denise Uyehara.”  
Kaya Press, March, 2004.

in the IDP. More specializations may lie 
ahead, including proposals for structural 
biology or biophysics, a focus of  the 
UCLA-DOE Center for Proteomics 
and Genomics, led by David Eisenberg, 
and developmental biology, a focus of  
research by Utpal Banerjee, chair of  the 
Department of  Molecular, Cell and De-
velopmental Biology.

The molecular biology IDP draws 
its graduate students primarily from 
UCLA’s ACCESS first-year program in 
the life sciences. To be accepted into the 
molecular biology IDP for their remain-
ing years at UCLA, student and mentor 
must submit an application outlining the 
research they plan to undertake.

“Not all of  the faculty who are 
involved in ACCESS, nor all of  the stu-
dents, fit into molecular biology’s educa-
tional mission,” says Professor Merchant. 

MOLECULAR BIOLOGY AT UCLA: 
PARTICIPATING FACULTY DEPARTMENTS

Biological Chemistry
Chemistry & Biochemistry

Earth & Space Science
Hematology-Oncology

Human Genetics
Medicine-Digestive Diseases

Microbiology, Immunology & Molecular 
Genetics

Molecular & Medical Pharmacology
Molecular, Cell & Developmental Biology

Neurobiology
OB-GYN

Ophthalmology
Oral Biology

Orthopedic Surgery
Pathology & Laboratory Medicine

Pediatrics
Physiological Science

Physiology
Psychiatry & Biobehavioral Science

Urology

MBI - continued

“

- Kin Hubbard (1868 - 1930)

There’s no

about success.

Did you ever know a successful 
man who didn’t tell you about it?

” 

secret

pssssttt...

Graduate Students:

Have you made a presentation, published an 

article or premiered your original work recently?  

If so, the Graduate Division welcomes you to 

share your professional accomplishments with 

us for publication in the Graduate Quarterly.

You can submit them online at: 
www.gdnet.ucla.edu/asis/
accomplishments

Also, mentoring professors must be pre-
pared to make a teaching commitment to 
the IDP. “Graduate students are a resource 
to some extent,” through their support for a 
principal investigator’s research projects, she 
says, “but they are also a responsibility—it’s 
our job to teach them.”

Once accepted, graduate students 
begin to work in their mentor’s lab, and 
they take two quarter-long seminars in 
molecular biology their second year—the 
gene regulation specialization has separate 
seminars. Professors who run the seminars 
select articles from the scientific literature 
and assign them to students, who must 
“analytically dissect the paper, describe to 
the others what the scientific question was, 
and analyze the process of  and data from 
the research,” Professor Merchant says. By 
doing this, the students learn not only the 
logic of  science and analytical thinking but 



30 GRADUATE QUARTERLY   Spring 2004 31Spring 2004   GRADUATE QUARTERLY

also presentation skills. “The best way to 
teach students how to create a nice body of  
work is to make them look at other people’s 
work,” she says.

To earn their degree in molecular biol-
ogy, students must successfully complete 
these courses, work two quarters as a teach-
ing assistant, complete a dissertation, and 
pass an oral qualifying exam that is unrelated 
to their dissertation research.

Graduate students in molecular biol-
ogy are often supported by their mentors’ 
research grants. Some are funded by a 
National Institutes of  Health training 
grant (the largest at UCLA) in Cellular and 
Molecular Biology, which is administered 
by Professor Clarke. That grant encourages 
receiving programs to “tap the potential of  
all students, especially minority students,” 
Professor Clarke says. To increase the pool 
of  minority students prepared to do science 
at the doctoral level, graduate students sup-
ported by the training grant participate in 
outreach and mentoring programs through, 
for example, CARE and BRIDGE.

Other support for graduate students 
comes from the College of  Letters and 
Sciences, which contributes funds used for 
student travel to professional conferences. 
“That’s a really important part of  our pro-
gram, to give students the unique experience 
of  sharing their work in front of  peers at 
national meetings,” says Bo Tendis, who is 
student affairs officer for the IDP and man-
agement services officer for the MBI.

Graduate students have a range of  op-
portunities to practice their presentation 
skills in journal club groups sponsored by 
their labs, and they can see how the experts 
do it at seminars, lunchtime lectures, and 
weekend retreats sponsored by the MBI.

Though they are separate units in theory 
—one supporting research, the other educa-
tion—in practice, the MBI and the molecu-
lar biology IDP reinforce each other’s goals. 
Graduate students support faculty research 
and infuse it with new ideas and energy. Re-
search, on the other hand, makes professors 
more effective teachers, able to take their 
students to the boundaries where new sci-
ence is being made. “As faculty, if  you don’t 
keep changing, you’re a goner,” says Profes-

sor Clarke. “Faculty have to stay in active 
research to be useful to their students.”

Because it is interdepartmental and 
interdisciplinary, the molecular biology 
program facilitates the kind of  “scientific 
interchange that is the heart and soul of  the 
life of  a research university,” says Professor 
Clarke. Because it is independent of  depart-
mental structures, the MBI can respond to 
change, developing new scientific goals 
and bringing people, ideas, and resources 
together to achieve them.

Illustrious is another i-word that might 
apply. For now, Professor Boyer is the 
program’s only Nobel Laureate, but the 
MBI has more members in the National 
Academy of  Science than any similar univer-
sity organization in the country. Its alumni 
have important positions at universities and 
research institutions.

Still a regular visitor to UCLA, Profes-
sor Boyer can be proud of  his contributions 
to the research institution he helped to build 
in molecular biology, but because “it pen-
etrates into many different departments, the 
lasting impact may be the interdepartmental 
program,” he says. “If  I were a student com-
ing into the field, it’s the kind of  program 
I’d like to land in.”

RESEARCH IN MOLECULAR BIOLOGY

The authors and titles of  dissertations filed so 

far this academic year:

Jesus Araujo

Study of  the role of  heme oxygenase-1 in 

vascular inflammation

Robert Clipsham 

DAX1 and its partners: Complexity in 

development

Brian Gurbaxani 

Patterns in protein domain boundaries, neo-

nated Fc receptor kinetics, and other projects: 

New computational algorithms for the Life 

Sciences

Tiffany Huang 
The requirement of  commensal bacteria and 

G-αi2 for T cell maintenance and function

Lisa Humphries

Tec kinases mediate sustained calcium influx 

via site-specific tyrosine phosphorylation of  

the PLCgamma SH2-SH3 linker region

Susan Krum

The role of  BRCA1 in gene regulation and 

DNA damage: Its functional interaction with 

RNA polymerase II and H2AX

Barmak Modrek

Alternative splicing and evolution in the post-

genomic era

Thomas Murphy

Discovering unexpected roles for progester-

one in vascular function and endothelial cell 

biology

Abigail Silver

Subcellular localization and function of  TIS11

Helen Su 

Molecular imaging of  the immune system: 

Uncovering the dynamics of  T cell trafficking 

in vivo by positron emission tomography

Stephane Wong 

Biological consequences of  BCR-ABL regu-

lated signaling molecules during hematopoi-

esis and leukemogenesis

Phyllis Yu

Correction of  BTK deficiency in murine 

models of  X-linked agammaglobulinemia by 

retroviral mediated gene therapy

- Kin Hubbard (1868 - 1930)

about success.

A bookcase in the conference room of the MBI 

contains the dissertations of all their graduates. 
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FULBRIGHT FELLOWSHIP WORKSHOPS

Does your research include field work abroad?  Consider apply-
ing for a Fulbright fellowship.  Over the summer, the Gradu-

ate Division will host information sessions to discuss eligibility, 
the research proposal, and to assist students with the application 
process.  Applications are due in the Graduate Division October 
1, 2004.  Registration for the information sessions will be through 
MyUCLA.  Check MyUCLA or ask your department SAO for times 
and locations.

Thursday, June 3 - 11:00-12:30 in 352 Haines Hall 
Tuesday, June 22 - 2:00-3:30 in 159 Boyer Hall
Wednesday, July 14 - 11:00-12:00 in 4357 Bunche Hall 
Monday, August 30 - time and site to be determined
  

MULTI-YEAR EXTRAMURAL FELLOWSHIPS

These fellowships pay generous stipends and fees for graduate 
students.  Check with your department SAO to sign up for 

helpful information sessions throughout the summer.  Applications 
for these fellowships are due early in Fall Quarter, so start prepar-
ing now!  Some major fellowships up for grabs are those from the 
National Science Foundation, Ford Foundation, Hertz Founda-
tion, Department of  Education (Jacob Javits), Woodrow Wilson 
Organization (Mellon Fellowships in Humanistic Studies), Social 
Science Research Council, Spencer Dissertation Fellowships, and 
FLAS - Foreign Language Area Studies.

Increase Your Chances of Getting a Fellowship!
Attend these Summer Workshops


	Message from the Dean
	The Marvelous World of MBI
	Paul Boyer
	MBI Students
	Susie Krum
	Bernadette So
	Mike Strong

	Graduate Student Conferences
	UCLA Intl Conference for Grad Literary Translators
	Winners: Chancellor's Award for Postdoc Research
	Student Profiles
	Minna Haapanen
	Edwin Hill
	Lisa Schweitzer

	Graduate Student Accomplishments
	Fulbright Summer Workshops
	Return to Graduate Quarterly Intro



