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Message from the Dean

Dear Graduate Student,

Imagine an American who learns Japanese so that he can ask his girl-

friend’s father for her hand in marriage in the only language the elder 

knows. The couple, who met in Korea and moved to Japan, are now 

living in Los Angeles. At UCLA, he is making use of his knowledge 

of Japanese to write about a collaboration between Mexican poet 

Octavio Paz and Japanese artist Toshihiro Katayama.

Here, in one graduate student by the name of Jordan Smith, we 

find an example of two beneficent forces at work on our academic 

community: globalization and interdisciplinary studies. Today’s 

scholars live in an environment which transcends national boundaries 

or disciplinary niches.    

Major research universities like UCLA are huge global market-

places of cultures and languages and ideas. They are also incubators for 

new research units, academic programs, and institutes that bring together 

scholars from different fields in fertile collaboration. Much research, indeed, is 

conducted by integrated units in different countries on different continents engaging 

different specialists, each contributing toward the solution of new problems.

This issue is full of examples of UCLA graduate students who represent this confluence of globaliza-

tion—take the two Italians, two Indians, and one Portuguese student who are getting a firsthand look 

at the U.S. economic meltdown while they study finance at the Anderson School—and interdisciplinary 

work, like the political science students whose research on the recent presidential campaign draws from 

history, sociology, psychology, and statistics.

Moving across geographical boundaries, Vic Fusilero has taught German to American university 

students and English to German businessmen; John McCauley developed a lot of his educational phi-

losophy and skills while he was teaching at a rural schoolhouse in Burkina Faso. Crossing disciplinary 

lines, Holley Replogle choreographed a dance for 19th-century poetry, and Naomi Tayback combines 

philosophy, literature, and film in her course, introducing students to Spinoza and Sarte, Ingmar Berg-

man and Woody Allen. 

There are all sorts of benefits to be gained from the kind of propinquity and exchange our great 

university fosters between people of different cultures, customs, languages, philosophies, and world 

views. Our projects are enhanced by varied contributions, our minds are stimulated by new perspec-

tives, and our hearts are enriched by the opportunity to recognize and celebrate our common humanity. 

The experience of living in this environment is one of the greatest gifts UCLA offers, so please seek out 

ways to actively participate in and enjoy it in all its wonderful diversity.

Claudia Mitchell-Kernan

Vice Chancellor Graduate Studies

Dean, Graduate Division
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POLITICAL CHANGE
ECONOMIC CHALLENGE

by Jacqueline Tasch

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times. 

hange

A 
nation often troubled by racial divisions and inequities stemming from its history of slavery 

elected Barack Obama, half African, half white, as president of the United States. The voters 

judged him not by the color of his skin but by the content of his character and by the cogency 

of his message and his agenda. His inauguration was a celebration for those who have yearned 

to see Martin Luther King’s dream come true. They both wept and cheered. 

It was the spring of hope. 

Just as the long presidential campaign was coming to its climax, so, too, did a financial crisis that had been 

brewing in the home mortgage industry, bringing a staggering cascade of bad economic news: banks and 

corporations collapsing or facing bankruptcy, the stock market plummeting, joblessness reaching levels 

unseen for decades. Investments put aside to pay for college tuition or retirement income lost as much as 

half of their value in a few weeks time. 

 It was the winter of despair.

We had everything before us, we had nothing before us, as Charles Dickens said of other times that tried 

men’s souls.

To one degree or another, it was an uneasy time for all the members of the UCLA community, and most 

of us were preoccupied with stark questions: Would we be able to keep our homes and our jobs? Would we 

have enough money to finish our schooling? Would we be able to find jobs once our degrees were in hand?

For some, however, the events of the fall raised different kinds of questions: How was Obama able to 

outmaneuver the front-runner, Hillary Clinton? How did race affect the voters? What were the underly-

ing factors in the real estate bust? How will the recession play out? How might another financial crisis 

be prevented?

Across the campus, graduate students in a wide range of academic disciplines—from history to 

statistics, public policy to sociology—found that events outside the campus were casting their studies 

in a whole new and far more relevant light. Dissertation proposals were framed or revised, coursework 

amended and enhanced.

In this issue of the Graduate Quarterly, we take a look at some of those students, focusing on graduate 

students in political science and on doctoral students in the UCLA Anderson School of Management. 

Learning about them and their research may provide you with some new insights on the events that 

galvanized your attention this fall. 
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TIDE OF EVENTS 
Turns Political Science Students into Commentators on the News

FOr A HALF DOzEN Or MOrE graduate students 

in political science, the trends and polls and outcomes 

of the presidential election were the stuff dissertations 

can be made of—or at least an opportunity to exercise 

and expand their base of analytical skills.

The Department of Political Science has a number of experts 

in voter behavior, election politics, and the intersection of politics 

with race. David Sears, for example, developed the widely known 

Symbolic Racism Scale, which helps scholars get a handle on the 

racial attitudes of potential voters. Lynn Vavreck is the director (with 

Stanford’s Simon Jackman) of the Cooperative Campaign Analysis 

Project, which conducted the 2008 presidential campaign’s only 

Internet-based poll. Nearly 50,000 voters answered a broad range of 

questions about voters, issues, and political scenarios at six different 

times over the course of the primary and national election season. 

Guided by these professors and others in this area of research, 

and using the tools and databases their elders had developed, several 

graduate students found the election season particularly riveting this 

year as they watched the campaign develop and reach its climax in 

the election of the first African American president, Barack Obama. 

Here are some of the questions they asked and the preliminary an-

swers they have reached.
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During the presidential primaries, what did Barack 

Obama and Mitt romney have in common?

“Their spending patterns and strategy were very similar,” says 

Emily Ekins, who was part of a team doing data analysis compar-

ing the election results with information about spending from the 

Federal Election Commission. Obama and Romney put more effort 

into caucus states and spent more on media, Emily says, while Hill-

ary Clinton and John McCain paid less attention to the caucuses 

and put their money into travel and events where they could meet 

people face to face.

So why didn’t we have an Obama-Romney race or a Clinton-

McCain race? The answer is the “interplay between a campaign 

finance strategy and how it works within the institutional framework 

of party rules,” Emily says. The Republicans had more winner-

take-all primaries, while the Democrats permitted a proportional 

representation of convention delegates. As a result, if Romney lost 

narrowly, he walked away with nothing, whereas Obama could lose 

in states like California, Texas, and New York and still accumulate 

a substantial cadre of delegates. 

“It’s interesting how the rules really matter,” said Emily, who 

has an undergraduate degree in political science and economics from 

Photo courtesy of Matthew C. Wright (mattwrightphotography.com)

Brigham Young University and came to UCLA after a period as a 

full-time research assistant for a professor at the Harvard Business 

School—“sort of like an apprentice PhD.” The beginning phases 

of the presidential race persuaded her that it was the right time to 

pursue her own degree.

Emily chose UCLA because the Department of Political Science 

has experts in a wide range of topics, allowing her to choose a research 

area after she arrived. Indeed, she started out thinking she might 

study the comparative politics and economics of Eastern Europe.

For now, the presidential election has provided interesting op-

portunities for the second-year graduate student. Besides the analysis 

of primary spending, Emily is doing a paper on the potential realign-

ment among young Republican voters. While same-sex marriage, 

stem-cell research, and abortion have been key Republican issues for 

more than a decade, “young people don’t care about those issues so 

much,” she says. George W. Bush may have mobilized voters around 

those topics, but future candidates may have less success in this area. 

The presidential campaign may not be the topic of her disserta-

tion, but it’s providing valuable experience with different research 

methodologies. The same is true of Sara Butler, one of Emily’s part-

ners in the study on primary spending. Working on the campaign 

project piqued her interest in a variety of methods, providing a range 
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of tools to use in her research on urban se-

cession movements and split-ticket voting.

Sara traces her interest in political sci-

ence to her mother. She grew up “watching 

the news, and that was the stuff we talked 

about around the kitchen table.” After 

completing her undergraduate work at City 

University of New York in just three years, 

Sara is a second-year graduate student focus-

ing on American politics. 

What was the impact of the Inter-

net, compared to traditional media, 

on voters’ support of presidential 

candidates during the primaries? 

To answer that question, Sylvia Yu Frie-

del is looking at the effects of various media 

formats on voters during the primary elec-

tions. Working with registered Democrats 

who responded to the Vavreck-Jackman 

panel survey, she’s comparing respondents 

who used the Internet for news versus those 

who relied on television versus those who 

read newspapers. She is analyzing how those 

specific media formats affected candidate 

support during the 2008 presidential prima-

ries. Her main research question is whether 

the Internet had a significant effect on 

Barack Obama’s support among registered 

Democrats. She hopes to reveal whether sav-

vy Internet users were, for instance, equally 

likely to support Hillary Clinton or Barack 

Obama. Based on preliminary results, Sylvia 

“doesn’t expect the Internet to have that 

much impact,” she says, because people who 

use the Internet self-select Web sites [select 

the Web sites they want to look at] and tend 

to already be interested in politics.

In a second study, Sylvia hopes to get a 

better picture of how the Internet may have 

influenced the election outcome. With two 

UCLA professors, she is developing a survey 

for UCLA undergraduates. Previous research 

has shown that “face-to-face interaction 

is the most convincing” in terms of voter 

persuasion, she says. What she wonders 

is whether the kind of online messaging 

that takes place on Facebook and MySpace 

“will foster the same type of community 

interaction.”

Out of these research topics will come 

one of the two field papers that political 

science graduate students write instead of 

taking comprehensive examinations. Al-

though neither may contribute directly to 

her dissertation, Sylvia says the latter will no 

doubt “dance around the same foundational 

question: Why do people vote?” She is also 

working on the primary spending study 

with Emily and Sara.

Sylvia’s interest in politics and elections 

came about after her undergraduate years 

at the Wharton School, where she studied 

marketing and management. Watching 

current events—in particular “the activities 

of the presidency” after the 2004 election—

“made me want to switch gears,” she says. 

Following a master’s degree in government 

administration at the University of Pennsyl-

vania, she worked in political fund-raising 

for the Democratic Congressional Campaign 

ryan Enos

Political Science graduate students (from left 

to right) Sylvia Yu Friedel, Emily Ekins, ryan 

Enos, Seth Hill, and Sara Butler. 
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Committee, then decided to pursue a doc-

toral degree. She came to UCLA because 

a number of faculty shared her interest in 

voting behavior, and Professor Vavreck is 

now her mentor.

During the time when she was working 

in fund-raising, Rahm Emanuel, President 

Obama’s chief of staff, was head of the Cam-

paign Committee, and she often briefed him 

for meetings. Some sources may say he has an 

abrasive personality, but Sylvia thinks “that’s 

just part of his charm. It works for him.”

How much does party affiliation 

count in whether and how people 

vote? under what circumstances 

will they vote against their party, 

and why?

During the November campaign, much 

was made about whether Barack Obama 

or John McCain was more appealing to 

independent voters. Yet, the campaign may 

have been more affected by how effective 

they were in “mobilizing their own partisan 

supporters,” says Seth Hill. If, for example, 

McCain turned out 93% of Republicans and 

conservatives and Obama turned out 95% 

of Democrats and progressives, “that narrow 

margin could turn the race,” Seth said, a 

month or so before the election.

“That is what seems to have happened,” 

he said after the votes were in. “Democrats 

were energized, especially in the battle-

ground states,” he says, and Obama might 

have won simply because more Democratic 

voters went to the polls. On the other hand, 

it might have to do with Obama “persuad-

ing otherwise Republican voters that he 

was the better candidate.” It will be a while 

before data are available on voting by party, 

but Seth’s “hunch is that a lot of this is a 

turnout story.” 

What he finds most interesting is “how 

broad-based the swing to Obama seems to 

have been,” Seth says. “He flipped a lot of 

states [from Republican in 2004 to Demo-

crat in 2008], and he also did better than 

Kerry in almost every state. . . This tells me 

that the election was about national issues,” 

rather than about Obama’s larger campaign 

war chest.

So far, Seth says, there’s nothing about 

the presidential race “that’s going to go 

directly into my dissertation,” which ad-

dresses broader issues of the degree to which 

party affiliation determines votes and focuses 

largely on the 2006 midterm election. His 

data includes actual ballots received from 

county election boards. “I wrote letters to 

hundreds of counties around the country 

and asked for ballots. Mostly they ignored 

me, but some cooperated.” It’s too soon to 

collect such materials on the presidential 

election. Seth also hopes to draw from the 

Vavreck-Jackman survey in his dissertation. 

Besides providing potential dissertation 

material, the presidential election got Seth a 

job working for the Web site pollster.com, 

which collected polls from a wide variety 

of national and local sources and stored 

them in a central database. Seth’s job was 

to help turn the data into Web-ready tables 

and graphics. “The job definitely developed 

Political Science graduate student Sara Butler
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some skills that will be valuable in my 

own research,” he says, and it was “cool to 

be involved in something that got a lot of 

coverage outside of the academy.”

A government major at Dartmouth 

College, Seth worked for two years in a 

Chicago law firm before applying for gradu-

ate work, and he came to UCLA because 

he “was impressed with how interested 

they were in graduate students” during an 

interview visit. 

Does the number of voters in the 

precinct who voted for Barack 

Obama depend on who they live 

around? In other words, does resi-

dential segregation have an impact 

on whether people vote and who 

they support?

In last spring’s presidential primary, 

Barack Obama’s vote count went up as the 

racial segregation of the county went down. 

Even after accounting for differences in 

income, education, and conservatism, racial 

segregation “still proved a very powerful in-

dicator,” says Ryan Enos, a graduate student 

who is conducting the research. 

From the perspective of 
political science researchers, 
the new president is “the gift 
that keeps on giving.”

Political Science graduate student Sylvia Yu Friedel

Another interesting correlation ap-

pears between Obama’s primary support 

and the vote for George Wallace in 1968’s 

presidential election. Where Wallace, who 

often appealed to racial issues, won, Obama 

lost—and vice versa. “There’s certainly 

something going on that has to do with 

race,” says Ryan, who now plans to compare 

the November vote for Obama with Wal-

lace’s numbers.

Ryan’s dissertation takes a broader look 

at the relationship between neighborhood 

segregation and voting behavior. In last 

June’s local primary in Los Angeles, for 

example, Ryan sent letters to both African 

American and Latino residents of South 

Los Angeles, Compton, and Lynwood. The 

letter urged people to vote and compared 

the voter turnout for a recent election in 

their block with another block—sometimes 

one that was demographically similar and 

sometimes the opposite. “The stimulus ef-

fect of that letter was larger among African 

Americans,” Ryan says, “and larger if voters 

were compared to a block that contained the 

other group.” 

His hypothesis is that the heightened 

sense of competition in traditionally African 

American neighborhoods where Latinos are a 

growing presence has an impact on turnout. 

He tested it by sending voter-prompt letters 

before the presidential election, this time 

only to African Americans in stable African 

American neighborhood such as Baldwin 

Hills and Ladera Heights as well as those in 

the unstable area of South Los Angeles. He’s 

now awaiting Board of Elections results to 

complete his work.
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An undergraduate political science and 

history major at UC Berkeley, Ryan took 

some time out after graduation to work with 

“Teach for America,” spending three years in 

public high schools in Chicago, “the most 

challenging thing I’ve done in my life,” he 

says. People have a pretty good idea about 

what makes a good teacher or a solid educa-

tion, he says, but politics tends to hamper 

implementation. Returning to political sci-

ence for graduate work, he changed his focus 

from government institutions to electoral 

politics as a result. 

How did race affect Barack Obama’s 

election?

As Michael Tesler sees it, the fact that 

“Obama is moving racial attitudes is not 

surprising,” but whereas most pundits 

talked about whether or not white racial 

conservatives in the Democratic Party would 

vote for an African American candidate, 

Michael had his eye on the other end of the 

spectrum. The real story, he says, was that 

“he’s really moving attitudes among racial 

liberals. If you’re a racial liberal, you’re al-

most compelled to vote for Obama. No other 

candidate or racial policy has ever generated 

that kind of result.”

The largest impact of racial attitudes 

on the election, however, was among inde-

pendents where, with all the other issues 

driving the campaign, the voter’s decision 

often “comes down to feelings about African 

Americans.” This situation worked against 

Hillary Clinton in the primary. As early as 

December 2007, racial conservatives had 

lined behind Clinton and racial liberals were 

equally drawn to the Obama camp.

While Michael was an undergraduate 

in political science and African American 

studies at UCLA, he did an independent 

study project with David Sears, a highly 

regarded expert on racial voting behavior 

who developed the Symbolic Racism Scale, 

which takes an indirect measure of rac-

ism, asking for responses on a scale from 

strongly agree to strongly disagree to such 

statements as: 

•	 It’s really a matter of some people not 

trying hard enough; if blacks would 

only try harder they could be just as 

well-off as whites.

and

•	 Generations of slavery and discrimi-

nation have created conditions that 

make it difficult for blacks to work 

their way out of the lower class.

People tend to answer quite honestly, Mi-

chael says, and their responses tap into covert 

anti-African American hostility.

Michael sees a danger that the election 

of Obama will persuade the nation that 

racial discrimination no longer exists, at 

the same time that his family’s prominence 

works against old stereotypes. Whatever the 

outcome, his presidency will offer a unique 

opportunity for researchers on race, says 

Michael, who says that from the perspec-

tive of political science researchers, the new 

president is “the gift that keeps on giving.”

Political Science Graduate Student ryan Enos
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Shaun Davies, doctoral student at the  

uCLA Anderson School of Business

FINANCE STUDENTS
Rip Research Ideas From Headlines

SHAuN DAvIES WAS WOrkING FOr AN 

institutional investment manager when some 

questions arose that brought him to the doc-

toral program at the UCLA Anderson School 

of Management seeking answers. In February 

2007, non-agency mortgage-backed securities 

(mostly subprime loans) started to fluctuate in price, he says, and 

“things got really weird.” As it became clear that housing prices 

had become artificially inflated, he began wondering “what the 

ramifications would be if the housing bubble burst.” Meantime, 

mortgage securities became hard to trade “because no one knew 

what they were worth.”

As the markets moved closer to crisis, Shaun says, “nobody’s 

model could explain what was going on.” Prices that usually fell 

within a predictable range suddenly began to vary by five and six 

times the usual deviation. “How do you manage the risk if you 

don’t know the underlying distribution?” he asked himself. “My 

intellectual curiosity had been sparked by a lot of the unknowns or 

assumptions in the market.” 

Shaun thought he might find the answers to those questions in 

graduate school, and advice from former finance professors at his 

workplace led him to the Anderson School, where he is now in his 

first year, doing coursework in finance and economics. His goal: “to 

study the credit markets and everything that’s unfolding right now.”

Third-year finance doctoral 

student Priyank Gandhi on the 

terrace of the uCLA Anderson 

School of Management
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Although Shaun may be relatively unusual in the direct linkage 

between the current financial chaos and his doctoral studies, his fel-

low students have also found themselves warming their researchers’ 

hands before the flames of this crisis. Students who have yet to begin 

dissertations are finding topics in various facets of the collapse, and 

those who are well into their research projects are envisioning new 

applications for their findings.

Take, for example, Shaun’s fellow first-year student, Konark 

Saxena, who came to UCLA after earning an MBA from the Indian 

School of Business, where he met visiting professors from UCLA 

Bhagwan Chowdry and Avanidhar Subrahmanyam. “The questions 

I tend to ask myself about what I want to research are often inspired 

by what I see happening and read in the newspapers every day,” 

Konark says. “Now the issues I’m interested in are really in my face.”

His goal is “to figure out how  theoretical models explain the 

process.” A big puzzle is that although the experts perceived an ex-

panding bubble in real estate, “the market didn’t act on it,” he says. 

He wonders: “Is there anything inherent in the market’s behavior 

or investor psychology that made them ignore these signals that 

were out there?” His research would involve theory but also have 

policy implications. “By redefining the factors which influence such 

market behavior, we may be able to create mechanisms that prevent 

them in the future.”

Priyank Gandhi is already in his third year, and for a required 

paper, he’s writing about the effect of taxes on the amount of debt 

firms take on, using the unique database provided by a century-old 

weekly financial newspaper. Theoretical finance models say that when 

taxes go up, companies should take on more debt because of the tax 

advantages of the interest deduction. Current research, however, 

“hasn’t found as clear a link.” His study aims “to establish beyond 

all reasonable doubt that this happens.” 

For his dissertation, however, Priyank intends to return to his 

favorite subject, asset pricing. After earning his undergraduate de-

gree and MBA in India, Priyank took a master’s degree in financial 

engineering from UC Berkeley. Finding himself “interested in the 

theoretical side of finance and in research,” he decided on graduate 

school and came to UCLA to work with Francis A. Longstaff, Profes-

sor and Allstate Chair in Insurance and Finance.

Looking at events of the last few months, Priyank points out “the 

problem with bubbles.” Actually two problems. First, “how do you 

know for sure it’s a bubble and not something driven by fundamental 

change?” Second, “if it’s a bubble, how do you burst it without harm-

ing the wider economy?” In the field of asset pricing, “there are five 

or six big research questions that people really haven’t found good 

answers to,” he says, “and the model that everybody thinks should 

work doesn’t work.” Of course, the current crisis offers some unique 

opportunities to explore this area.

Fourth-year students Alberto Plazzi, Bernardo Morais, and Cesare 

Fracassi, are too far along in their dissertation work to be influenced 

by current events, and yet they find new insights into the crisis as a 

result of their work. As Alberto says, while this may be an anxious 

time for many, “it’s a really interesting period from a researcher’s 

point of view.”

Alberto has been studying the real estate market in the pe-

riod from 1993 to 2003, looking at how risk aversion on both an 

individual and aggregate level affect housing prices. “Your risk 

aversion will price the asset you’re looking to buy,” he says. Over 

the time period he’s studying, real estate values rose steeply, driven 

by the expectation of a good return. When there are no real values 

underlying those expectations, a bubble emerges—“and bubbles 

can bust,” he says.

Real estate was always “seen as a safe investment, but suddenly 

it wasn’t so,” he says. “For the first time in many years, there have 

been large drops in real estate investments, so it’s not as safe as the 

common wisdom suggests.” Personal aversion to risk might be in-

fluenced by job security, income, and the state of other investments. 

In today’s market. “as aversion to risk increases, prices go down” 

because people are willing to pay less.  

Alberto, who began his doctoral work in Italy, then switched to 

UCLA, also looks at the impact of risk aversion, along with expecta-

tions about future growth, in people’s stock market investments. As 

he sees it, today’s crisis is “partly driven by irrational behavior, which 

Shaun Davies, first-year doctoral student, 

studies the credit markets.
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is very difficult to model or capture. Over 

intervals of months, we can hope that prices 

will adjust in some rational way.”

Bernardo Morais, who came to UCLA 

from Portugal, is researching how differ-

ent sectors of the economy, and different 

countries, respond to business cycles. “Some 

sectors are much harder hit in recessions, 

for example, cars and computers,” he says. 

Companies like Chrysler, Ford, and GM are 

“really hard-hit in a recession because people 

can postpone buying a new car,” he says. 

Even if their long-term financial outlook 

is solid, companies can go under simply 

because they can’t pay current bills.

Traditionally, successful, long-lasting 

durable goods companies have been based 

in countries with excellent credit systems: 

A sound credit sector makes recessions less 

severe because companies can borrow to pay 

their bills—and customers can borrow to 

buy even when their current income is low. 

“Credit helps to smooth consumption,” Ber-

nardo says, and it has cushioned the United 

States during previous recessions, while  

the volatility of the economy has a greater 

impact in emerging markets like Mexico, 

Argentina, and Brazil. 

“The funny thing,” Bernardo says—al-

though his sense of humor might be chal-

lenged—is that the United States now faces 

“a situation like an emerging market in a way” 

because credit isn’t available. “You’re living 

like the typical Argentinian or Brazilian,” he 

says. With the U.S. credit system in disarray, 

the experience of emerging economies may 

offer a glimpse at the future for U.S. compa-

nies. Inability to get a loan “will change the 

landscape of the manufacturing sector in the 

United States,” Bernardo believes. 

Cesare’s dissertation topic is, at first 

glance, farthest from the current financial 

crisis. He looks at the role of social networks 

in about 2,000 medium-size and large U.S. 

corporations, examining the effect of inter-

locking directorships, past employment, 

educational history, and social connections 

between CEOs and boards of directors. On 

the bright side, “when CEOs and directors 

of one company are socially connected with 

directors and CEOs of other companies, the 

companies behave in a more similar way, and 

Konark Saxena, finance doctoral 

student, outside Murphy Hall

Fourth-year finance 

doctoral student 

Cesare Fracassi



15Winter 2009   GRADUATE QUARTERLY

they invest in a better way,” he says. Social 

connections mean “higher profit and better 

economic performance.”

On the dark side: when social networks 

are between CEOs and directors of the same 

company, those firms have “some trouble 

with governance,” Cesare says, because 

directors “should monitor the performance 

and behavior of the CEO” and may not be 

effective watchdogs over perceived “friends.” 

Where social ties are more evident, com-

panies tend to overinvest—do too many 

mergers, for example, he says. 

Cesare, who came to Anderson for an 

MBA and stayed for a PhD when he found 

himself enjoying research, wonders what his 

research might say about companies that are 

surviving—or not—in the recent troubles. 

Meantime, however, he’s looking for a job, 

and the crisis has made that more difficult. 

At private universities, endowments are 

down 20% to 30% as a result of the crisis, 

and “that’s impacting their decisions to hire 

professors,” Cesare says. State universities 

have budget problems. All in all, he says, 

“It’s a challenging year to be on the market.”

Bernardo Morais 

researches how 

different sectors of 

the economy, and 

different countries, 

respond to business 

cycles.

Fourth-year finance doctoral 

student Alberto Plazzi by the 

Inverted Fountain.
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S
ince 1975, the UCLA Academic Senate Committee on Teaching and the Office of Instruc-
tional Development have honored five graduate students each year for their distinguished 
performance as teaching assistants. The criteria for selection are: impact on students; 
scholarly approach to teaching; size, number, and diversity of classes; involvement in 
community-linked projects, and teacher ratings. Recipients get an honorarium of $2,500, 

and the Graduate Division provides a Dissertation Year Fellowship ($18,000 stipend and full fees) 
to those eligible awardees.

This year’s winners represent Germanic languages, political science, musicology, history, and 
comparative literature. As their peers have done for two decades, these excellent teachers search 
for innovative ways to connect with their undergraduate students and to share with them their 
passion for each discipline.  Here are their stories.
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Vic Fusilero
Germanic Languages

“Őğrenci veya kilavuz?” Vic Fusilero asks the six puzzled graduate 

students standing with him at the front of the classroom, as 

he points to a picture of an airline pilot. By this time in his 

demonstration of the direct method of teaching a new language, his 

TA students have figured out that őğrenci means student and that 

kilavuz means pilot. That leaves veya, however, and the six are stuck. 

Őğrenci is younger than kilavuz? Őğrenci loves kilavuz?

Seeing their confusion, Vic offers a hint: Coca Cola veya Pepsi? 

Bush veya Kerry? Tea veya coffee. Now they have it: veya meant or. 

So the question is “student or pilot,” and they know the answer. 

Their fellow teaching assistants, watching the demonstration from 

the safety of their desks, feel the relief, too. 

This tough question came toward the end of a 15- to 20-minute 

demonstration “of a typical first day in the language classroom”—if 

the teacher avoids the students’ native language, Vic says. “After that, 

they were ready to be finished.” Vic’s Turkish class was presented first 

for teaching assistants in the Department of Germanic Languages, 

where he is a graduate student. Then, he was asked to present it at a 

campuswide conference for language TAs—and it was so successful, 

it’s become an annual event.

The idea was to take a language no one was familiar with—one 

where not only the vocabulary but the grammatical rules would be 

strange—so that graduate students who are about to teach a new 

language to undergraduates would “know how it felt to be someone 

who was hearing a completely different language for the first time,” 

Vic says. “It opened their eyes to how it is to be on the other side.”

Direct language instruction is just one of the methods Vic has 

employed in teaching various kinds of students, from German 

engineers and businessmen learning English at a Berlitz school in 

Cologne, Germany, to American undergraduates learning German 

at universities in Buffalo and Los Angeles. In a general way, he says, 

Germans “want to know the mechanics of the language—why a sen-

tence is correct or not correct” whereas Americans are more willing 

to begin by imitating what their teacher says.

Vic has also used games, such as der-die-das Bingo, exercises where 

pairs of students team up for listening and speaking exercises, and 

drills that allow students—the visual learners—to write out sen-

tences before speaking them. He’s put together role-plays in which 

students visit a museum or solve a crime—in German. Outside the 

classroom, he maintains a web site and organizes weekend retreats 

for German language learners. “One of my strengths as a teacher is 

that I learn a lot from each class,” he says, “and I adjust my teaching 

methods to suit the students.” 

 “Context has always been a large part of my teaching,” he says. 

“My business, engineering, and law students abroad needed to learn 

English within the framework of their profession,” for example. He 
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applied the same idea in university teaching. “Knowledge of students’ 

majors, interests, and backgrounds gave me the opportunity to tailor 

vocabulary lists, speaking activities, and texts.”

Except for the German language, none of this has a great deal 

to do with Vic’s research, which involves the Enlightenment period 

in Germany, when people were developing a sense of self-control or 

self-governance, featuring concepts like virtue and prudence. “As 

the government steps away from governing others, it allows people 

to govern themselves,” he says.

He has used some of the ideas, however, in a class on “Hollywood 

and Germany,” inviting students to critically reflect on what the 

American movies say about Germans and Americans. “The American 

is always the good guy,” he says.

Naomi Taback
History

“If there’s one question college stu-

dents think about,” Naomi Taback be-

gins—and then she lists three: “It’s what 

gives my life purpose? What am I doing here? 

What’s the point?”

To help the freshmen in the inter-

disciplinary cluster, “History of Modern 

Thought,” figure out an answer, Naomi offers 

them the usual suspects—Spinoza, Voltaire, 

Kierkegaard, and Sartre (among others)—but 

she begins and ends the class with movies: 

Ingmar Bergman’s The Seventh Seal and Woody 

Allen’s Crimes and Misdemeanors. One of Al-

len’s quotes is the eye-catching title of the 

third-quarter seminar: “Eternal nothingness 

is fine if you happen to be dressed for it: Mak-

ing Sense in a Senseless World, from Spinoza 

to Woody Allen.” 

In their various ways, scholarly and artistic, 

both writers and filmmakers are addressing the 

philosophical questions that Naomi believes are 

on the minds of her students. “People think 

that intellectual history is stuffy and remote,” 

she says,” but actually, we’re grappling now 

with the same questions and ideas that people 

wrestled with long ago.”

Among those long-ago people who pon-

dered the question of what it means to be a 

human being were the British people of the 

late 17th and early 18th centuries, the period of 

Naomi’s  dissertation research. It was a time 

when the traditional structures of society were 

dissolving. People were moving toward “an 

acceptance of several different religions living side by side instead 

of having only one established church,” Naomi says. Divisions of 

noble versus peasant were also beginning to blur, and at the same 

time, science was offering a picture of human beings as “mechanical 

collections of atoms.”

As they sought “to give the world some kind of meaning,” writ-

ers placed “a new emphasis on manners, customs, and habits among 

people in the British Isles” in their letters and diaries and newspaper 

articles. These writings helped people identify the common interests 

and behaviors that defined “what makes you an English person versus 

someone from the New World,” Naomi says. Sharing these customs 

and habits was “a way to secure community,” to have a more plural-

istic society that wouldn’t fall apart without the old cultural order.
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This quest for a sense of social belonging also links the Enlight-

enment-era Britons of Naomi’s dissertation with the 21st-century 

undergraduates in her classroom. “Many of my students are freshmen 

and sophomores, and many of them have told me that adjusting to 

a community as large as UCLA can be difficult,” she says. “I make 

myself available during office hours to answer questions about a 

variety of topics such as what it’s like to be a history major, or what 

interesting things you can do in Los Angeles, or what my own ex-

periences were like as an undergraduate at UCLA.”

But the key initiative is in her classroom, both the discussion 

groups for history courses and the seminars she has developed. “Stu-

dents learn the most when they feel comfortable to constructively 

engage in dialogue with one another and to articulate for themselves 

what they formerly only read in a book or listened to during lecture,” 

Naomi says. To help, “I have tried to cultivate a warm and tolerant 

atmosphere.” 

Naomi often breaks her discussion groups and seminars into 

smaller groups, “so that students have an opportunity to engage 

more closely with their peers,” she says. She finds it “a particularly 

effective way of having students review each other’s written work,” 

and it also lets her give students more personal attention. But an 

important goal is to help students make social connections. She 

judges the success of her teaching by “how much people feel that 

they are in a community by the end of the class.” When she sees 

classmates walking together on campus, having formed friendships, 

she knows she got the job done. 

Jordan Smith
Comparative Literature

“The first week, they basically drown,” Jordan Smith 

said of the incoming undergraduate students in his Academic 

Advancement Program (AAP) English Composition class. For 

a few days, they’ve wrestled with “original writings from a bevy 

of leading scholars, critics, and theorists who employ rhetorical 

and terminological innovations that would make many graduate 

students blanch,” he says. “They’re kind of cross-eyed, and their 

hair is messed up, and the boys haven’t shaved, and they’re saying, 

`What are you doing to us?’” 

This is just the pivotal moment Jordan was aiming for when 

he designed the course. “And then we have a moment where we all 

look at each other,” Jordan says, “and they realize that no one un-

derstands it, and they reach this point of comfort where they don’t 

have to try to look cool or smart, and then we roll up our sleeves and 

go to work.” Although they may have started out complaining, “by 

the end of the course, they’re bragging,” he says. The toughness of 

the curriculum is “a source of pride for me and the students, too.”

The key to the success of Jordan’s strategy is the kind of young 

people—first-generation college students, many of them minority or 

at-risk—who attend AAP summer classes. Whatever the resources 

and benefits they haven’t had, Jordan says, “what they do have is 
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John McCauley, Political Science graduate student, assisting with interviews in northern Cote d’Ivoire, as part of a project measuring local 

residents’ attachments to their religious and ethno-linguistic groups.

incredible drive and motivation. They got into college by defying 

their neighborhoods, by defying their friends and even sometimes 

their parents, all of them saying `why do you want to do that?’” In 

other words, AAP students are not easily daunted; they respond to 

challenge. Teaching them—and he’s done so for four summers—is 

one of Jordan’s favorite teaching assignments, and he has plenty of 

points of comparison.

Since he entered his second year as a graduate student in Com-

parative Literature, Jordan has taught every quarter, and recently, 

he’s been teaching an average of five classes each term in various 

departments and other schools, most recently at UC Riverside. A 

piece of his motivation for working this hard comes from his two 

small children. But most of it comes from the work itself. “I love, 

love, love teaching,” he says. “In fact, sometimes I wish that was 

all I had to do.”  

That time isn’t too far off. Beginning this spring, Jordan has a dis-

sertation year fellowship for support while he writes. He’s examining 

travel and immigrant writing from around the Pacific, particularly 

from Japan, Peru, and Mexico. Writers who travel in other lands 

bring home “a head full of images of that country and often put 

those images in their writing,” he says, “and it becomes a way of 

mapping the other side of the Pacific for their readers back home.” 

His topics include a collaboration between Nobel Prize-winning 

writer Octavio Paz and the artist Toshihiro Katayama. A rare “book” 

in which poems are inscribed on turning disks, so that the poem 

evolves as you rotate them, became an exhibit for one of his classes.

Jordan’s work demands fluency in Spanish and Japanese. He 

picked up the first in high school and college, and the second as 

a result of an encounter in Korea. Working as a lecturer at Korea 

University, he met Kazuko Yamaji. When she returned to her native 

Japan, Jordan went along, and he learned Japanese, so that he could 

ask her father’s permission to marry in the traditional way. 

Jordan came to UCLA in part because of Southern California’s 

large Japanese and Spanish-speaking communities. He will find it 

very hard to leave when the time comes to look for a tenure-track 

faculty position. “I am so in love with UCLA,” he says. “For the rest 

of my life, whenever there’s a job opening at UCLA, I will always 

apply for it even if I’m only remotely eligible.”
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John McCauley 
Political Science

Thanks in part to John McCauley, Tamar Naomi Zalk 

decided to teach English in Korea before applying to gradu-

ate school, and Allison Nash postponed law school for some 

work experience. With Lauren Behr, John reviewed the different 

internship opportunities in international development offered by the 

Political Science Department; with Alice Yooseon Ham, he discussed 

an invitation to join the UCLA Mortar Board Honor Society—she 

did and went on to be elected its president. When Benjamin Kurtz 

was selected for the Phi Beta Kappa honor society, John attended 

the initiation ceremony, taking “hours out of his day for nothing 

else but to cheer me on,” Benjamin wrote. 

John McCauley, the teaching assistant for classes taken by these 

undergraduates, went beyond the weekly one-hour seminar to offer 

them the kind of support that defines good mentoring. “At a big 

university like UCLA, I feel our most important role as TAs is to 

interact with students and value them as individuals,” John says. 

“At a big university like UCLA, I feel 
our most important role as TAs is to 
interact with students and value them 
as individuals.  That doesn’t mean 
we have the answers, but we have a 
chance to help them explore where 
they should go in their lives.”

“That doesn’t mean we have the answers, but we have a chance to 

help them explore where they should go in their lives.”

As John sees it, among the few dozen undergraduates he meets 

each year, there are some who “have the potential to change the 

world.” Undergraduates are “at a point in their lives where they’re 

getting a glimmer of the possibilities and responsibility that they 

have ahead of them,” he says, and providing some guidance and moral 

support in this search is an “awesome responsibility.” He cautions 

that he is “very careful not to tell them that one path is right or one 

path is wrong. What I do say is if you have doubts, don’t ignore 

them—explore them.”

John is a good role model for students who may be consider-

ing a break in their education following a bachelor’s degree. After 

leaving the College of William and Mary with a double major in 

economics and philosophy, he decided “to take the next few years 

and explore.” In sequence, he was a bartender in Ireland, a Peace 

Corps teacher at a rural schoolhouse in Burkina Faso, and a semi-

nar instructor for a think tank in Washington, D.C. He also got a 

master’s degree in international relations at Yale University before 

arriving at UCLA.  All the insights and experiences of those years 

have informed his doctoral studies. His dissertation returns him to 

West Africa, to “the zone where Islam and Christianity meet.” His 

question: “Why do we see inter-religious violence in some countries 

and not in others?”

Being a TA is a plus rather than a minus to his research, John 

says. “It keeps me productive and focused, and it helps me keep an 

eye on the bigger questions of how things relate to each other.” His 

research helps his teaching because he can provide pictures and stories 

related to his firsthand experience in the field. Young Africans often 

“come up and want to touch my hair because I’m different from 

them,” he says. In turn, he says, young Americans “don’t have a clear 

sense of what it is to work and to live in places like rural Africa.” A 

hallmark of good teaching, he says, is “finding a way to explore the 

material in a way that says this is something we should care about.”

Some additional “good teacher” traits are offered by Saqib Ra-

him, a student in John’s Political Communication course, who says 

he became a journalist in part “because I learned [in John’s class] 

that it was still possible to hold a reasoned dialogue about politics,” 

even in the polarized environment of Fall 2004. According to Saqib: 

“Whenever we meet, I remember what made John such an effective 

teacher: he’s curious, he enjoys wide-ranging discussions, he wears 

a smile, and he always asks what you think.”

Holley Replogle
Musicology

Her first week as a teaching assistant in musicology 

was going pretty well, Holley Replogle says. “And then 

came Friday—I had to teach my very first section,” she 

says, and although she was quite familiar with her topic, Mozart, “I 

was petrified.” Her mentor, Professor Raymond Knapp, supports her 

recollection; concerned about her characteristic shyness, he says, and 

“finding her very nervous, I coached her a bit before class.”

Stopping by afterward, Professor Knapp found her “positively 

radiant with the joy of having successfully taught her first sec-

tion,” and Holley herself recalls being “ecstatic that it had gone 

so well.” But the change was more than the relief of a challenge 

well met. In the classroom, Holley’s previous shyness vanished 

for good. “I believe she truly found herself in that classroom,” 

Professor Knapp says, “awakening a calling she clearly feels on 

a very deep level.”

Holley likes to take “a kinetic approach to teaching music his-

tory,” she says, “engaging the students’ personal experiences as well 

as their intellect.” In the first class of any course, Holley “asks people 

to talk about the kinds of music that matter to them” and then she 

has them “explain their likes and dislikes” to the rest of the class. 

With this background, she asks students to look at music that may 

be unfamiliar to them with empathy, “to be aware of the ways that 

music mattered to its listeners.”
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In another aspect of the kinetic approach, students may well be 

invited to sing and dance as well as discuss. Singing along with REM’s 

“Losing My Religion” in a Music and Gender class, Holley says, they 

can “feel the limited vocal range, and then eloquently interpret the 

effect in terms of the introspective performance style the melody sug-

gests.” Dancing along with the “Time Warp” music from The Rocky 

Horror Picture Show, “they can understand its parody of the dance craze.”

Holley has also extended the normal repertoire of TA assign-

ments to include some work both on and off campus as a music 

director. For example, Professor Emeritus of English Frederick 

Burwick asked a colleague to write original music to accompany 

plays by 19th-century poet Thomas Beddoes—there’s evidence they 

were originally performed with music. Then he asked Holley to act 

as music director, “helping undergraduates interpret these really 

dense 19th-century texts,” she says, “and figure out how to present 

this music to an audience.”

Holley’s journey to doctoral studies in musicology began on 

her 10th birthday: “My mom took me to Phantom of the Opera at the 

Ahmanson Theater, and it just blew me away,” she says. “I knew 

from that moment that I wanted to be involved with theater in some 

way for the rest of my life.” Just how that could be accomplished 

was revealed during her freshman year at UCLA. Taking a music 

history course from Professor Knapp, she found that they shared a 

love of American musicals and, moreover, he was actually writing 

books about them. She had never realized that the genre “was a vi-

able topic of study in academia.” 

Today, Knapp is the chair of her dissertation committee. Her 

research links 19th- and 20th-century operettas with 21st-century 

megamusicals, like Phantom of the Opera, beginning with an analysis 

of two stars of those respective genres: Jeanette McDonald, who 

sang operetta in costume movies of the 1930s and 1940s, and Sarah 

Brightman, star of Phantom. Both McDonald and Brightman engaged 

in something of a crusade to bring more classical forms of music to 

a wider “middlebrow” audience. 

“I am drawn to this topic in part because it resonates well with 

my mission as a teacher,” Holley says. Non-music majors often 

confide as a course begins that “they don’t know anything about 

music,” she says, when what they mean is that they don’t know the 

particular genre—opera, Gregorian chant, or Mozart sonatas. Like 

the crossover music she’s writing about, her job is “to transform 

unfamiliar musical styles into rewarding musical experiences for 

wider and more diverse audiences.”

 “My mom took me to Phantom of the Opera at the Ahmanson Theater, and it just blew me 
away.  I knew from that moment that I wanted to be involved with theater in some way for 
the rest of my life.”

Holley replogle



23Winter 2009   GRADUATE QUARTERLY

T. H. Culhane
Urban Planning

Student
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T
HE SLuMS OF DArB AL 

AHMAr in Islamic historic 

Cairo are separated from the 

nearby Coptic Christian com-

munity of garbage recyclers called Zurayib 

by the City of the Dead graveyard, but the 

two neighborhoods are united by their deep 

and pervasive poverty and lack of water, elec-

tricity, and other common urban resources. 

As he observed the problems, T. H. Culhane 

wondered “why there was so little evidence 

of the home-scale, renewable energy solu-

tions being used in similar communities 

around the world.”

T. H. (on the right) and ‘Amm Hussein, a carpenter, 

building and installing a hot water system on 

‘Amm Hussein’s roof.  Hussein lives by the ancient 

Ayubbid wall in Darb Al Ahmar (historic Cairo).  

His family has lived there for hundreds of years. 

The system is featured in a National Geographic 

Tv segment.

Holley replogle
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Putting his question to representatives 

of nonprofits working in Cairo, T. H. was 

told it was “because somebody with your 

interests and your enthusiasm isn’t here. If 

you want to come, you are welcome.”  The 

rest flowed quite naturally.  Six years later, 

most of them spent in Cairo, T. H. is hard at 

work trimming the 900-page first draft of his 

dissertation on how slum dwellers there are 

meeting their needs for hot water. It includes 

more than 500 pages of pictures and diagrams 

related to his personal efforts to help residents 

build solar-powered water heaters on the 

rooftops of their ramshackle homes. 

While he’s writing, he’s also back in 

Cairo starting a second project in the same 

neighborhoods, this one to provide people 

with biogas digesters that will allow them to 

“cook today’s meals on yesterday’s garbage,” 

T. H. says. And both of those projects are 

part of a nonprofit he’s started called Solar 

C3Cities—Connecting Community Cata-

lysts Integrating Technologies for Industrial 

Ecology Solutions. 

All of the above efforts have earned 

him a $10,000 award as one of National 

Geographic’s 2009 Emerging Explorers. 

That money will help him complete work 

on making the nonprofit’s headquarters (and 

his home) in Essen, Germany, completely 

energy-independent—the third major proj-

ect on his current agenda.

T. H. brings to all of these tasks a 

lifetime of experience in diverse places and 

knowledge-gathering of various kinds, 

beginning as a child in Chicago, when he 

divided his time between studying exhibits 

at the Museum of Science and Industry and 

accompanying his mother into the adjoining 

neighborhood, where she worked as a Head 

Start teacher and administrator. “There was 

this incredible museum landscape on the 

lake and the ghetto right next to it,” he says. 

“I had foot in both worlds for the first eight 

years of my life.”

T. H.’s mother was of Iraqi and Leba-

nese heritage, and his father was a news 

correspondent in the Middle East in the 

1970s, so T. H. also began at an early age 

to ask questions like “How are the media 

representing people? How is development 

TOP: T. H. on the roof of the zabaleen recycling School with Sulaiman (far left), and Milad 

(middle) after they built their first “hand-made” solar hot water system out of local materials. 

The water tanks are recycled plastic shampoo barrels, the stand is made out of local bricks 

brought by donkey cart and the panels absorber plates (under the glass) are made out of 

recycled butter tins that Sulaiman and Milad cleaned, straightened and painted.  

BOTTOM: Milad takes his first hot shower using the completed system outside the school.   

The schoolchildren are paid by Proctor and Gamble to collect and destroy empty shampoo 

bottles so that no competitors can refill them with fake product. The kids learn to read, write 

and do math (Excel spreadsheets) to calculate how much money they will earn by finding and 

shredding bottles. They then sell the shredded plastic to recycling factories.  
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affecting people? What are people really 

angry about,” he says.

At Harvard University, he studied bio-

logical anthropology, looking to understand 

“where we’d come from and where we were 

going,” then he took “a suitcase full of 

Utopian literature” on a two-year journey 

to the rainforests of Borneo and the urban 

environment in Baghdad. T. H. thought 

“the rainforest ecology had a lot to teach 

us about our societal dilemma and how we 

might design a better city” and got a recep-

tive response when he shared his ideas with 

psychologist B. F. Skinner.

Rather than pursuing these ideas directly, 

however, T. H. decided “to go into the ghet-

tos of Los Angeles to fashion a career trying 

to solve the dysfunction of society, which I 

blamed on faulty education.” Over the next 

decade at Crenshaw, Jefferson, and Hollywood 

High Schools, he developed innovative curri-

cula that combined biology and science with 

multimedia technologies, leading students, 

among other things, to rap their biology 

vocabulary lessons. In the process, he was 

named one of seven NASA Challenger fellows, 

a program honoring outstanding educators.

With all this success, however, Uto-

pian visions still danced in his head, and 

he looked to UCLA for “some theoretical 

grounding,” seeking out graduate adviser in 

Urban Planning Vanessa Dingley. Proposing 

what he thought might seem a “somewhat 

outlandish” combination of rainforest ecol-

ogy, sociobiology, and urban design, he was 

pleasantly surprised when Dingley started 

listing all of the departmental faculty who 

were traveling down kindred roads.

One of those was Susanna Hecht, who 

was an adviser on his master’s thesis in her 

area of expertise, Central America. On trips 

to Guatemala and Mexico, T. H. built a 

sustainable development center and began 

to study agriforestry for urban purposes. He 

had formed a nongovernmental organization 

aimed at “bringing back the breadnut,” a 

staple in the Mayan diet, and was well on the 

path to a dissertation on this subject when 

September 11, 2001, changed his direction.

“I realized that I was working with every 

people but my own people at a time of great 

tragedy,” T. H. says. Instead of another summer 

in Central America, he got fellowships to study 

Arabic in Beirut and then Cairo, where he was 

working when Professor of Urban Planning 

Randall D. Crane decided to make Egypt the 

setting for a spring study abroad session for 

graduate students. He asked T. H. to make 

ground arrangements and accompany the class 

of two dozen or so graduate students.

After that pivotal moment in the Cairo 

slums, T. H. picked up the challenge he 

had been thrown and began to work out 

with Professor Crane what he would need 

to address the issue, planned a demand 

survey, and chose to focus on hot water. T. 

H. began by “building a solar hot water 

heater with my own hands,” he says, figur-

ing that “if I can do it myself, maybe I can 

introduce it to the people in the ghettos and 

the slums.”  A key hurdle was finances, as 

the necessary materials for a single heater 

cost about $500, often more than half a 

month’s income for typical residents of 

Darb Al Ahmar and the Zurayib. His wife, 

Sybille, provided money from her teaching 

income until U.S. AID came through with 

an important $25,000 small infrastructure 

materials grant. 

That work is the core of his dissertation, 

co-chaired by Professors Crane, Lois Taka-

hashi, and Vinit Mukhija, which focuses on 

three key issues: economics, infrastructure, 

and perception. Gas and electric water heat-

ers are often more attractive to community 

residents because of their association with 

upper-class people and the relatively low 

cost of buying fuel, given government 

subsidies, which are now shrinking. In 

some places, the building infrastructure 

will not support appliances, and people 

are wary because of bad experiences with 

electric and gas heaters, which can prove 

dangerous in this environment. Houses, 

Professor of Urban Planning Randall D. 

Crane keeps a blog about his research 

and suggests that all his students do the 

same. For T. H. Culhane, listening to that 

advice paid off to the tune of $10,000 and 

a prestigious award as one of National 

Geographic’s 2009 Emerging Explorers. 

Hearing about T. H.’s work building solar 

water heaters in the Cairo slums on a 

National Public Radio show, the folks 

at National Geographic checked out his 

blog — and chose him for the honor. To 

see for yourself, go to solarcities.blogspot.

com or http://thculhane.blogspot.com.

Keeping a Research Blog

for example, may explode when rats eat 

through gas pipes.

T. H.’s plans for the future go well 

beyond hot water heaters and Cairo to a 

much larger world that is beset by problems 

of poverty and diminishing fossil fuel re-

sources. While his projects focus on meeting 

energy needs in urban environments, they 

also seem to have a social impact. 

As a 13-year-old trial recruit in the 

Ringling Brothers clown college, T. H. had 

his first vision of this phenomenon, he says: 

“People of all different nations, cultures, and 

languages could work together somewhat 

harmoniously under the same tent to put on 

a show.” In Cairo, bringing together people 

from the Muslim quarter and the Coptic 

community toward a common goal has cre-

ated “true lasting bonds of friendship,” he 

says. “I’m no longer sure which is the goal 

and which the side effect.”

“the rainforest ecology had a lot to teach us about our societal 
dilemma and how we might design a better city”



Graduate Student
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AMErICAN INDIAN STuDIES

Amber k. Crotty:  (Co-author) “Navajo Nation 
Constitutional Feasibility and Government Reform 
Project.”  Presented at the Navajo Nation Council 
Work Session, Window Rock, AZ, United States- 
Navajo Nation, November, 2008.

ANTHrOPOLOGY

F. Alethea Marti:  “Mi ja’ chak’an? Do You Want it 
Like That?: Peer socialization of economic and moral 
norms among Zinacantec Maya women.” Poster 
presented at Society for Economic Anthropology, 
Cincinnati, OH, April, 2008.

Ellen Sharp:  2008 Roseberry-Nash Award for the 
paper “Se Soluciona Todo: A State of Exception in 
Rural Guatemala.”  Society of Latin American and 
Caribbean Anthropologists, 2008.

APPLIED LINGuISTICS & TESL

Netta r. Avineri:  [1] (Chair) 14th Annual Conference 
on Language, Interaction, and Culture, Los Angeles, 
CA, May, 2008.  [2] (Panelist) “Language, Sociality, 
and Brain: Lessons from Neuropathology (“The 
Distributed Self: An FTD Patient’s Demonstration 
of Insight through Participation in Clinical 
Interactions”).” 2009 American Association of 
Applied Linguistics Conference, Washington, DC, 
March, 2008.  [3] (Panelist) “Language, Sociality, 

and Mind: Lessons from a Neurodegenerative 
Disorder (“The Distributed Self: An FTD Patient’s 
Demonstration of Insight through Participation 
in Clinical Interactions”).”  Presented at the 
Language, Culture, and Mind 3 Conference, 
Odense, Denmark, July, 2008. [5] (Panelist) “Peer 
Tutoring for Graduate Writers: Should We Take a 
Detour at this Intersection? (Differences between 
Graduate and Undergraduate Training Models).”  
Presented at the 2008 International Writing Centers 
Association Conference, Las Vegas, NV, October, 
2008.  [6] “‘Would you Chuck a Full Water Bottle 
at Somebody?’: Socialization into Moral Reasoning 
in a Torah School Classroom Discussion.” Presented 
at the 7th Annual Hawaii International Conference on 
Arts and Humanities, Honolulu, HI, January, 2009.

Hye ri S. kim: “Resisting the terms of question: 
Kulenikka-prefaced responses in Korean conversation.”  
Presented at the National Communication 
Association, San Diego, CA, November, 2008.

Lauren N. Mason Carris:  [1] (Chair) An Afternoon 
of Chicano Teatro—featuring a performance by 
Chicano Secret Service, followed by a panel of Teatro 
Scholars, UCLA.  Los Angeles, CA, November, 2008.  
[2] (Co-presenter with Jooyoung Lee) “Performing 
Race & Ethnicity in Freestyle Battles”  Presented 
at the Panel on Global Flows: Hip Hop Cultures, 
Youth Identities, and the Politics of Language 
(organized by H. Samy Alim), 107th Annual Meeting 
of the American Anthropological Association, 
San Francisco, CA, November, 2008. [3] “La Voz 
Gringa: Chicana/o Performances of Race/Ethnicity 

as Critical Positionings of Nosotros y los Otros/ Invited 
Presentation.”  Presented at the Center for Language, 
Interaction, and Culture, Annual Symposium, 
UCLA, Los Angeles, CA, February, 2009.

Andrea r. Olinger:   “Reclassifying ‘with respect 
to’: From respect prepositions to topic and register 
markers.” Poster presented at the American 
Association of Applied Linguistics Conference, 
Denver, CO, March, 2009.

ArCHAEOLOGY

Alda Agoli & Seth D. Pevnick:   Student Poster 
Award: Best Graduate Student Poster: “Prehistoric 
Pottery from Lofkënd, Albania: From Bronze to Iron 
Age in the Balkans.”  The Annual Meeting of the 
Archaeological Institute of America, Philadelphia, 
PA, January, 2009.

ArT

Job D. Piston:  [1] (Co-presenter) Paper Exhibition.  
Artists Space NYC, New York City, NY, January, 
2009.  [2] (Co-presenter) “Bad Moon Rising,” 
curated by Jan Van Woensel.  Boots Contemporary 
Arts Center, St. Louis, MO, January, 2009.  [3] 
(Co-presenter) “A Trip Down (false) Memory Lane,” 
curated by Jessica Silverman.  The Lexington, San 
Francisco, CA, January, 2009.  [4] (Co-presenter) 
“Opening Recession.”  Spinello Gallery, Miami, FL, 
January, 2009.

ECOLOGY & EvOLuTIONArY BIOLOGY

Tina W. Wey: “Climate change and yellow-bellied marmot social 
networks” Hibernating animals, such as social yellow-bellied marmots 
(Marmota flaviventris), depend on environmental cues to adjust their yearly 
cycles.  Marmots at the Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory in Colorado 
emerge earlier now than in the past in conjunction with slightly higher 
spring temperatures, but since snow does not necessarily melt faster, they 
often deal with longer periods of snow cover with no food.  Tina’s research 
suggests that these marmots have highly varied social networks and that 
individual marmots become more stable in their social structure as they get 
older over multiple years.  Given that the period immediately following 
emergence is also the time of reproduction and highest social activity for 
these animals, the change in emergence behaviors caused by climate change 
will likely change marmot social networks.  Presented at the Women & 
Philanthropy at UCLA Conference, Los Angeles, CA, November, 2008.

Featured Accomplishment
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ArT HISTOrY

Angelica J. Afanador-Pujol:   (Panelist) “Let the 
Waters and the Pigments Flow on These Pages: 
Making and Emending Landscape in the Relación de 
Michoacán.”  Presented at The Image of Peru: History 
and Art, 1550-1880, Getty Research Institute, Los 
Angeles, CA, October, 2008.

Erin E. Boxwell:  “Making Men: The Fabrication 
of Masculinity Through Aztec Warrior Training.”  
Presented at Violence and Desire: Performance and 
Movements sponsored by Tulane University’s Latin 
American Graduate Organization, New Orleans, 
LA, November, 2008.

Ethan M. Cole:  [1] (Co-chair) “New Perspectives 
on Moche Warfare.” Society for American 
Archaeologists National Meetings, Atlanta, GA, 
April, 2009.  [2] (First author) “A Northern Moche 
Paradox: The Absence of Warfare Imagery in the 
San Jose de Moro Fineline Substyle.”  Presented at 
the Society for American Archaeologists National 
Meetings, Atlanta, GA, April, 2009.

Megan L. Debin:  (First author) “Performing 
the Masculine: Violence in the Work of Einar 
and Jamex de la Torre - From Aztec Warriors to 
Luchadores.”  Violence and Desire, Conference at 
Tulane University, November, 2008.

Natilee Harren:   (Co-organizer and Moderator) 
“Fluxus Workshop.”  Getty Research Institute, Los 
Angeles, CA, December, 2008.

Minku kim:   “Lost Icons of Luoyang and Pre-Modern 
Epigraphy: Reassessing Buddhist Visual Culture in 
Third-Century China.”  Recent Developments 
in the Study of Buddhist Art, Los Angeles, CA, 
November, 2008.

robert Summers:  [1] (Chair) Panel: “Intersectional 
Queer Visualities” at the AAH 2000 Conference: 
Intersections.  Association of Art Historians (UK), 
Manchester, England, April, 2009.  [2] “The Politics 
and Aesthetics of Mourning.”  Presented at the Los 
Angeles Queer Studies Conference: UCLA, Los 
Angeles, CA, October, 2008.  [3] “Queer Visualities: 
The work of Nguyen Tan Hoang.”  Published in 
Borderlands E-Journal, vol. 8, December, 2008.  
[4] “The Way That We Rhyme: Women, Art & 
Politics.”  Published in artUS: International Art 
Magazine, December, 2008.  [5] (Moderator) 
“Relational Aesthetics and Its Philosophies.”  
Presented at The Public School, Los Angeles, CA, 
January, 2009.

ASIAN LANGuAGES & 
CuLTurES

Brian C. Bernards:  [1] (Panelist) “Plantation and 
Rainforest: The Language of Coloniality and Nature 
in Sinophone Malaysian Literature.”  Presented 
at the China Undisciplined Graduate Student 
Conference, Los Angeles, CA, May, 2008.  [2] 
(Moderator) “Translating Modernity / Two papers on 
the Translation of Modern Thought and Technology 
in China.” Presented at the China Undisciplined 
Graduate Student Conference, Los Angeles, CA, 
May, 2008.

Hee Ju:   “Referencing as a Multimodal Resource in 
Learning Environments.”  Presented at the AAAL 
2009 Conference, Denver, CO, March, 2009.  [2] 
“Deictic Saying Verbs and Tense Variation in 
Reported Speech.”  Presented at the WEAL 2009, 
Los Angeles, CA, February, 2009.

Maya Stiller:  [1] “Transferring the Dharma 
Message of the Master – Inscriptions on Korean 
Monk Portraits from the Choson Period.”  Published 
in the Seoul Journal of Korean Studies, vol. 21-2, 
December, 2008. [2] “Characteristic features of 
Korean Buddhist monk portraits.”  Presented at 
the Conference on Buddhism Across Asia: Networks 
of Material, Intellectual and Cultural Exchange, 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore, 
Singapore, February, 2009.

Nina A. Yoshida:  “Perception by Body versus 
Mind: An Alternative Analysis of ‘Things’ (MONO 
and KOTO) in Japanese Discourse.”  Presented at 
the Ninth Conference on Conceptual Structure, 
Discourse, and Language (CSDL9), Cleveland, OH, 
October, 2008.

BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTrY

Susan k. Yee:   (Co-author) “Coordinate Control 
of Synaptic-Layer Specificity and Rhodopsins in 
Photoreceptor Neurons.”  Published in Nature, vol. 
456, pp. 795-799, December, 2008.

BIOMEDICAL ENGINEErING

Areum Han:   (Co-author) “Sam68 Regulates a Set of 
Alternatively Spliced Exons during Neurogenesis.”  
Published in Molecular and Cellular Biology, vol. 29, 
pp. 201-213, January, 2009.

Stephanie M. reed:  John H. Bent Merit 
Scholarship,  The Saint Paul Foundation, 
December, 2008.

Ji H. Son:   (Co-performer) “Zero Gravity Flight.”  
NASA/NSBRI, Houston, TX, January, 2009.

BIOMEDICAL PHYSICS

Jennifer Cho:   (First author) “Cerenkov Radiation 
Imaging as a Method for Quantitative Measurements 
of Beta Particles in a Microfluidic Chip.”  Presented 
at the 2008 IEEE Nuclear Science Symposium, 
Medical Physics Conference, vol. M08, pp. 3, 
Dresden, Germany, October, 2008.

Ali Douraghy: (First author) “FPGA Electronics 
for OPET: A Dual-Modality Optical and Positron 
Emission Tomograph.” Published in IEEE 
Transactions on Nuclear Science, Volume 55,  Issue 
5,  Part 1,  pp. 2541 – 2545, October, 2008.

CIvIL ENGINEErING

Bart Forman:  [1] (First author) “Evaluation of an 
Ensemble-based Distributed Hydrologic Model with 
Disaggregated Precipitation Products.”  Published 

in Water Resources Research, vol. 44, pp. W12409, 
December, 2008.  [2] (First author) “Assimilation 
of Shortwave Radiation Measurements into a 
Downwelling Surface Radiation Model Using an 
Ensemble Kalman Smoother.”  Poster presented at 
the American Geophysical Union Conference, San 
Francisco, CA, December, 2008.

COMMuNITY HEALTH 
SCIENCES

kelley A. Carameli:  “Planning for Prescription 
Drug Continuity During a Disaster: Perspectives 
from Patients, Physicians, Pharmacists, and 
Insurers.”  Presented at the American Public Health 
Association 136th Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, 
October, 2008.

Jennifer Toller Erausquin:  [1] Outstanding 
Student Poster Award, Population, Family Planning, 
and Reproductive Health Section.  Poster presented 
at American Public Health Association Annual 
Meeting, San Diego, CA, October, 2008.  [2] (First 
author) “Increasing the Reach of HIV Testing 
to Young Latino MSM: Results of a Pilot Study 
Integrating Outreach and Services.”  Journal of Health 
Care for the Poor and Underserved.

Gergana D. kodjebacheva:   “Shane’s Inspiration: 
An Assessment of a Playground for Children Living 
with and without Disabilities.” Published in 
Children, Youth and Environments, vol. 18, pp. 219-
235, December, 2008.

rotrease S. regan:   (First author) “Characteristics 
of female sex workers who do not adhere to 
mandatory clinic visits for sexually transmitted 
infections in the Philippines.”  Poster presented 
at American Public Health Association Annual 
Meeting, San Diego, CA, October, 2008.

COMPArATIvE LITErATurE

Myrna A. Douzjian:   “A Post-Colonial Armenia?”  
Middle East Studies Association Annual Meeting, 
Washington, DC, November, 2008.

COMPuTEr SCIENCE

rafael P. Laufer:   (First author) “Multirate 
Anypath Routing in Wireless Mesh Networks.”  
IEEE Infocom, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, April, 2009.

uri Schonfeld:  (Co-author) “Do not crawl in 
the DUST: Different URLs with similar text.”  
Published in ACM Transactions on the Web (TWEB), 
vol. 3, January, 2009.

EArTH & SPACE SCIENCES

Eric M. king:   (First author) “Boundary layer 
control of rotating convection systems.”  Published 
in Nature, vol. 457, pp. 301-304, January, 2009.

Igor Stubailo:  [1] (Co-author) “WiLSoN: 
The Wirelessly Linked Seismological Network 
and Its Application in the Middle American 
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Subduction Experiment.”  Published in Seismological 
Research Letters, vol. 79(3), June, 2008.  [2] (First 
author) “Shear wave splitting measurements and 
interpretation beneath Acapulco-Tampico transect 
in Mexico.” Outstanding Student Paper Award.  
Poster presented at American Geophysical Union 
(AGU), San Francisco, CA, December, 2007.  [3] 
(First author) “Rayleigh wave dispersion on the 
Acapulco-Tampico transect in Mexico.”  Poster 
presented at American Geophysical Union (AGU), 
San Francisco, CA, December, 2008.  [4] “Peru 
Subduction Zone Seismic Experiment (PeruSZE): 
Preliminary Results From a Seismic Network 
Between Mollendo and Lake Titicaca, Peru.”  
Poster presented at American Geophysical Union 
(AGU), San Francisco, CA, December, 2008.   [5] 
Presentation for kids from a Los Angeles school for 
gifted children about seismology.  UCLA, June, 
2008.  [6] (First author) Outstanding Student 
Paper Award, AGU 2007.  American Geophysical 
Union (AGU), San Francisco, CA, March, 2008.  [7]  
(First author) “Subduction Zone Seismic Experiment 
in Peru: Results from a Wireless Seismic Network.”  
Poster presented at the Seismological Society of 
America Conference, Monterey, CA, April, 2009. 
[8] (First author) “Identifying the Upper Part of the 
Slab in Mexico using Rayleigh Wave Dispersion.”  
Poster presented at the Seismological Society of 
America Conference, Monterey, CA, April, 2009.  [9] 
(Moderator) Seismology Seminars on Wednesdays, 
Winter Quarter.  UCLA, 2008.

ECOLOGY & EvOLuTIONArY 
BIOLOGY

kimberly Pollard:   (First author) “Time allocation 
and the evolution of group size.”  Published 
in Animal Behaviour, vol. 76, pp. 1683-1699, 
November, 2008.

Tina W. Wey:   “Climate change and yellow-bellied 
marmot social networks.”  Presented at the Women 
& Philanthropy at UCLA Conference, Los Angeles, 
CA, November, 2008.

EDuCATION

Yuki Amaki:   (First author) “Perspectives on English 
Education in the Japanese Public School System: 
The Views of Foreign Assistant Language Teachers 
(ALTs).”  Educational Studies in Japan: International 
Yearbook No.3, December, 2008.

Gabriel A. Baca:  [1] (Co-author) “NCLB and 
California’s English Language Learners: The Perfect 
Storm.”  Published in Language Policy, vol. 7(3), 
pp. 201-216, September, 2008.   [2] (First author) 
“Mapping the Sustainability and Operational Power 
of Community-Based Organizations in Houston: 
Where Accountability and Parental Engagement 
Intersect.”  Published in a report written for the 
Mexican-American Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, Los Angeles, CA, September, 2008.  [3] 
“Education Organizing, Policy Advocacy and the 
Accountability Gap: How Activist Organizations 
Leverage Power for Advancing Equity-Focused 
Education Policy for English Learners.”  Presented 
at the UC ACCORD Conference, CA, September, 
2008.   [4] (Co-author) “Closing the Accountability 
Gap: Creating Meaningful, Responsible, and 

Inclusive Systems of Accountability in School 
Reform Efforts  for Latino Children and Youth.”  
Report written for the National Hispanic Leadership 
Agenda, Washington DC, November, 2008.

Deborah A. Fields:  [1] “What do students gain 
from a week at science camp? Youth perceptions 
and the design of an immersive research-oriented 
astronomy camp.”  Published in International Journal 
of Science Education, vol. 31, pp. 151-171, February, 
2009.  [2] (First author) “A connective ethnography 
of peer knowledge sharing and diffusion in a tween 
virtual world.”  Published in the International Journal 
of Computer Supported Collaborative Learning, vol. 4, 
pp. 47-68, March, 2009.

kim Foulds:  [1] “The Mirage of Affirmative 
Action: Why Women Remain Underrepresented 
in Kenyan Parliament.”  Presented at the 2008 
African Studies Association Annual Meeting, 
Chicago, IL, November, 2008.  [2] “Whose 
Gender?: Exploring Representations in Kenyan 
Social Studies Textbooks.”  Presented at the 2009 
Thinking Gender Annual Conference, Los Angeles, 
CA, February, 2009.

Lauren I. Jones:  [1] (First author) “The Struggle 
for Memory and Social Justice Education: Popular 
Education and Social Movements Reclaiming 
Latin American Civil Society.”  Presented at the VI 
International Meeting of the Paulo Freire Forum: 
Globalization, Education, and Social Movements-
the 40th anniversary of Pedagogy of the Oppressed, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, September, 2008.   [2] Section 
in Book: “Verbete: Libertacao.”  Tenth Edição do Fórum 
de Estudos:  Leituras de Paulo Freire (Unisinos), Sao 
Leopoldo, Brazil, September, 2008.

Ligia E. Toutant:   (First author) “Internationalization 
of Higher Education in a Global Context and a U.S. 
Case Study.”  Published in The 5th International 
Workshop on Higher Education Reforms at the 
Institute of Higher Education, East China Normal 
University, Shanghai, China, November, 2008.  [2] 
(First author) “Race and Ethnicity in American 
Society: From Theory to Practice.”  The 38th World 
Congress of the International Institute of Sociology, 
Central European University, Budapest, Hungary, 
June, 2008.

ELECTrICAL ENGINEErING

Yu Hu:  [1] (First author) “Robust FPGA Resynthesis 
Based on Fault Tolerant Boolean Matching (Best 
paper award nomination).”  International Conference 
on Computer-Aided Design (ICCAD), San Jose, CA, 
November, 2008.  [2] (Co-author) “Mapping and 
Resynthesis for LUT-based FPGAs with an Efficient 
SAT-Based Boolean Matching.”  International 
Workshop on Logic Synthesis (Best Contribution 
Award), Lake Tahoe, CA, June, 2008.

Cong Shen:  [1] (First author) “Optimal Resource 
Allocation for Multimedia Applications over 
Multiaccess Fading Channels.”  Published in IEEE 
Trans. Wireless Commun., vol. 7, pp. 3546-3557, 
September, 2008.  [2] (First author) “MIMO-
OFDM Beamforming for Improved Channel 
Estimation.”  Published in IEEE Journal on Selected 
Areas in Communications, Special Issue on MIMO 
systems and applications: field experience, practical 

aspects, limitations and challenges, vol. 26, pp. 
948-959, August, 2008.  [3] (First author) 
“Hybrid ARQ Schemes in Multiple-Antenna 
Slow Fading Channels: A Capacity Perspective.”  
Published in the 42nd Annual Asilomar Conference 
on Signals, Systems, and Computers, Pacific Grove, 
CA, October, 2008.  [4] (First author) “A Utility 
Maximization Approach to the Design of Unequal 
Error Protection with Multilevel Codes.”  The 2008 
IEEE International Symposium on Information 
Theory, Toronto, Canada, July, 2008.  [5] (First 
author) “Aggressive Transmission with ARQ in 
Quasi-Static Fading Channels.”  IEEE International 
Conference on Communications, Beijing, China, 
May, 2008.  [6] (First author) “On the Design of 
Modern Multilevel Coded Modulation for Unequal 
Error Protection.”  IEEE International Conference 
on Communications, Beijing, China, May, 2008.

Bike Xie:  [1] (First author) “Optimal Transmission 
Strategy and Explicit Capacity Region for Broadcast 
Z Channels.”  Published in IEEE Transactions 
on Information Theory, vol. 53, pp. 4296-4304, 
September, 2008.  [2] (Co-author) “Universal 
Serially Concatenated Trellis Coded Modulation 
for Space-Time Channels.”  Published in IEEE 
Transactions on Communications, vol. 56, pp. 1636-
1646, October, 2008.  [3] (First author) “A Mutual 
Information Invariance Approach to Symmetry 
in Discrete Memoryless Channels.”  Information 
Theory and Applications 2008, San Diego, CA, 
January, 2008. 

ENvIrONMENTAL HEALTH

Cha-Chen Fung:  (First author) “Physical 
Characteristics of Ultrafine Particles Generated from 
Cooking Ranges.”  Poster presented at the American 
Association of Aerosol Research Conference, 
Orlando, FL, October, 2008.

Nancy J. Jennerjohn:  “Examination of Simulated 
Workplace Aerosols for Nanoparticle Contamination 
Using Transmission Electron Microscopy.”  Presented 
at the American Association of Aerosol Research 
Conference, Orlando, FL, October, 2008.

ENvIrONMENTAL SCIENCE  
& ENGINEErING

Alex D. revchuk:  (First author) “Evaluation of 
the quality assurance of ultrafiltration separation 
for humic substances by chemical probes.”  Poster 
presented at The 14th Meeting of the International 
Humic Substances Society, Moscow - St. Petersburg, 
Russia, September, 2008.

EPIDEMIOLOGY

Chunqing Lin:  [1] (First author) “Occupational 
Exposure to Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) 
among Health Care Providers: A Qualitative Study 
in Yunnan, China.”  Published in the Journal of the 
International Association of Physicians in AIDS Care, vol. 
7, pp. 35-41, 2008.  [2] (First author) “Children’s 
Body Mass Index and Nutrition Intake in HIV/AIDS 
Affected Families in China.”  Published in Vulnerable 
Children and Youth Studies, vol. 3, pp. 16-23, 2008.  
[3] (Co-author) “Intergenerational and Urban-Rural 
Health Habits in Chinese Families.” Published in 
American Journal of Health Behavior, March/April 2009. 
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FILM, TELEvISION,  
& DIGITAL MEDIA

Alexandra M. Fisher:  (Director) “Desert Wedding.”  
Film Directors Guild of America - Honorable 
Mention: Best Student Film Directed by a Woman, 
October, 2008.

Drew A. Morton:   “The False Opposition Between 
Hollywood and Independent, Investigated in the 
Films of Steven Soderbergh.”  Chapter published 
in the book Cinema No Mundo: Estados Unidos (in 
Portuguese), Summer, 2008.

John Slattery:  (Director) “What Remains.”  LEF 
Foundation Contemporary Visual Arts Award, 2008, 
San Francisco, CA, November, 2008.

Iliana Sosa:   (Director) “Mojado.” Boyle Heights 
Latina Independent Film Extravaganza, Los Angeles, 
CA, December, 2008.

Miranda O. Yousef:   (Director) “Collectibles.”  
Film Director’s Guild of America, Los Angeles, CA, 
October, 2008.

FrENCH & FrANCOPHONE 
STuDIES

kathryn M. Schlosser:  Translation of Salim Jay’s 
Book Review: Assia Djebar’s Nulle part dans la maison 
de mon pere.  Published in L’Esprit Createur, vol. 48, 
No. 4, pp. 133-4, December, 2008.

GEOGrAPHY

Wesley J. reisser:   “A New Tri-Polar World 
Order?”  Published in the Journal of Geopolitics, vol. 
13, pp. 761-766, October, 2008.

GErMANIC LANGuAGES

André Schuetze:  [1] “Hans Castorp auf der 
Umlaufbahn: Über die Personenkonstellation in Thomas 
Manns Der Zauberberg.”  Published in Weimarer 
Beiträge, vol. 3, pp. 404 - 423, September, 2008.  
[2] “Die Kunst ohne Aura. Bourdieus Habitustheorie 
und Benjamins Aufsatz Das Kunstwerk im Zeitalter 
seiner technischen Reproduzierbarkeit.”  Published 
in New German Review, vol. 23, pp. 65 - 81, 
November, 2008.

S. kye Terrasi:  “The Dissolution of Gender Roles: 
Woman as Castrative Threat in Schnitzler’s Reigen 
and Klimt’s Judith I.”  Presented at the One-
Hundred-Sixth Annual Conference Pacific Ancient 
and Modern Language Association, Pomona, CA, 
November, 2008.

HISTOrY

Milo M. Alvarez:   (Panelist) “The Brown Berets 
of Aztlan in the Long Civil Rights Era.”  Presented 
at the American Historical Association Conference, 
New York, NY, January, 2009.

Bradley T. Benton:   “A Horse and a Sword for 
Don Juan de Alvarado: A Century of Spanish Rule 
in Tetzcoco.” Presented at the American Society for 
Ethnohistory, Eugene, OR, November, 2008.

Joan G. Gonzalez: “The Parallel of Two Emperors: 
Napoleon and Le Triomphe de Trajan.” Presented 
at the Consortium on the Revolutionary Era, 1750-
1850, Savannah, Georgia, February 2009

Jared G. McBride:   (Panelist) The Massacre at Malyn 
through an Ethnic Lens, Darkly” (Panel: Conflicted 
Memories of the Second World War in Ukraine).  
American Association for the Advancement of Slavic 
Studies, Philadelphia, PA, November, 2008.

HuMAN GENETICS

Christopher L. Plaisier:  (First author) “Galanin 
preproprotein is associated with elevated plasma 
triglycerides.”  Published in Arteriosclerosis, 
Thrombosis and Vascular Biology, vol. 29(1), pp. 147-
52, January, 2009.

INDO-EurOPEAN STuDIES

Sherrylyn E. Branchaw:   “Pwyll and Purusamedha: 
Human Sacrifice in the Mabinogi.”  Published in 
Proceedings of the 19th Annual UCLA Indo-European 
Conference, vol. 19, pp. 61-68, November, 2008.

Moss Pike: [1] Paper presented at conference: 
“Homeric ἀνδροτῆτα ‘manliness’ and PIE ‘*-
tāt-.’” Paper presented at the 140th APA Annual 
Meeting, Philadelphia, PA, January 2009. [2] Book 
review: Clackson, James and Geoffrey Horrocks, 
2007. The Blackwell History of the Latin Language. 
Oxford: Blackwell Press. viii + 324pp., pp. 53-5 
in the UCLA Indo-European Studies Bulletin, vol. 12 
number 1 (Fall 2008). 

INFOrMATION STuDIES

kimberly D. Anderson:   (Panelist) “Indigenous 
Memory, Identity, and Sustainability: Decolonizing 
Archival Education and Methods.” Presented at the 
Association for Library and Information Science 
Education (ALISE)  Annual Conference, Denver, 
CO, January, 2009.

Linda A. klouzal:  Book: Women and Rebel 
Communities in the Cuban Insurgent Movement, 1952-
1959.  September, 2008.

Diane Mizrachi: (First author) “LITE Bites: 
Broadcasting Bite-Sized Library Instruction.”  
Published in Reference Services Review, vol. 35.2, pp. 
249-256,  2007.  Named a top 20 library instruction 
article for 2007, out of over 300 articles.  Published 
in American Library Association - Library Instruction 
Round Table, 2008.

vivian L. Wong:   (Co-chair) “Creating Memory 
& Representing Identity: Archives in the Asian 
American Community.” Presented at the ARCHIVES 
2008: Archival R/Evolution & Identities, Society 
of American Archivist (SAA) Conference, San 
Francisco, CA, August, 2008.

ISLAMIC STuDIES

Sumeyye kocaman:  (First author) “Medieval 
Muslim Christian Interaction in Literary Similes: 
A Comparative Poetic Example from Anatolia.”  
Published in Zaytoon (MENA Publication), Arizona, 
AZ, February, 2009.

ITALIAN

Patrizia Lissoni:  [1] (First author) “Edoardo 
Cacciatore e della poesia pensiero.”  Published in Carte 
Italiane, 2009.  [2] (Panelist) “Signs of Memory 
in the Divine Comedy.”  Presented at the American 
Association for Italian Studies, New York, NY, 
May, 2009.

Melina r. Madrigal:   “Dante and the Semiotics of 
Comedy: The Devil Figure in Inferno XXI-XXIII.”  
Presented at the American Association of Italian 
Studies, New York, NY, May, 2009.

Mihaela Martinescu:  [1] “Long Live the 
Machine that Mechanizes Life!”  Modern Language 
Association, San Francisco, CA, December, 2008.  
[2] “Michelangelo Antonioni:  From the Crisis of 
Representation to the Crisis of Being.” American 
Comparative Literature Association Conference, 
Long Beach, CA, April, 2008.

Erika M. Nadir:  “Teneste la Promessa… Not!  Strains 
of Verdi’s La Traviata in Divorce Italian Style.”  
American Association of Italian Studies, New York, 
NY, May, 2009.

MANAGEMENT

Suresh Muthulingam: Dissertation Proposal 
Award, The Aspen Institute’s Center for Business 
Education, November, 2008. 

Claudia Townsend:  [1] “Self-Affirmation Through 
the Choice of High Design.” Presented at the 
Association For Consumer Research - Asia Pacific, 
Hyderabad, India, January, 2009.  [2] “Self-
Affirmation Through the Choice of High Design.”  
Presented at the Society for Consumer Psychology, 
San Diego, CA, February, 2009.

Help Your Department!
Submit an Accomplishment 
to the Graduate Quarterly

Have you made a presentation, published 
an article or premiered your original 
work recently?  Help your department 
advertise its achievements to the uni-
versity and beyond.

Submit your accomplishments online at: 
www.gdnet.ucla.edu/asis/ 
accomplishments
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MATHEMATICS

Bin Dong:  [1] (First author) “A Novel Method for 
Enhanced Needle Localization Using Ultrasound-
Guidance.”  Published in CAM-Report 08-65, 
September, 2008.  [2] (Co-author) “Fast linearized 
Bregman iterations for compressive sensing and 
sparse denoising.”  Published in Communications in 
Mathematical Sciences, December, 2008. [3] (First 
author) “Level set based surface capturing in 3D 
medical images.”  11th International Conference on 
Medical Image Computing and Computer Assisted 
Intervention, New York City, NY, September, 
2008. [4] (First author) “Level set based nonlocal 
surface restoration.”  Published in Multiscale 
Modeling and Simulation, vol. 7(2), pp. 589-598, 
2008.  [5] “Level set based surface capturing in 
3D medical images.”  Presented at the Workshop on 
Mathematical Imaging and Digital Media, Institute 
for Mathematical Sciences, National University 
of Singapore, Singapore, June, 2008. [6] “Fast 
linearized Bregman iteration for compressive sensing 
and sparse denoising.”  Presented at the Chinese-
French-Singaporean Joint Workshop on Wavelet 
Theory and Applications, Institute for Mathematical 
Sciences, National University of Singapore, 
Singapore, June, 2008. [7] Presentation at the 
Midwest Conference on Mathematical Methods for 
Images and Surfaces, Michigan State University, East 
Lansing, MI, April, 2009. 

Hakan A. Seyalioglu:  “The Goldston-Pintz-
Yildirim Sieve and Maximal Gaps.”  To be published 
in Acta Arithmetica.

MOLECuLAr, CELL, & 
INTEGrATED PHYSIOLOGY

Jamie L. Marshall:   (Co-author) “Sarcospan reduces 
dystrophic pathology: stabilization of the utrophin-
glycoprotein complex.”  Published in Journal of Cell 
Biology, vol. 183(3), pp. 419-27, November, 2008.

rachna ujwal:   (First author) “The crystal structure 
of mouse VDAC1 at 2.3 A resolution reveals 
mechanistic insights into metabolite gating.”  
Published in the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences, vol. 105, pp. 17742, November, 2008.

MOLECuLAr BIOLOGY

Andrew S. Goldstein:   (First author) “Trop2 
identifies a subpopulation of murine and human 
prostate basal cells with stem cell characteristics.”  
Published in PNAS USA (Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences), vol. 105, pp. 20882-
20887, December, 2008.

Tasuku kitada:   (Co-author) “The SIRT2 deacetylase 
regulates autoacetylation of p300.”  Published in 
Molecular Cell, vol. 32, pp. 449, November, 2008.

Alejandro D. Meruelo:   (First author) “Identifying 
polymer-forming SAM domains.” Published in 
Proteins, vol. 74, pp. 1-5, January, 2009.

kristopher Steward:   (Co-author) “Maleimide 
conjugation markedly enhances the immunogenicity 
of both human and murine idiotype-KLH vaccines.”  

Published in Molecular Immunology, vol. 46, pp. 448-
456, January, 2009.

MuSIC

Allen W. Menton:   (Composer) “Avi Hidlik — a 
Hannukah Fantasy.” Performance of The Eaken 
Trio.  Nine performances in cities throughout 
Pennsylvania and New York, December, 2008.

MuSICOLOGY

Ewelina Boczkowska:   “The Structure of Crystal:  
Music, Ethics, and Ideology in the Cinema of 
Krzysztof Zanussi.” Presented at the American 
Musicological Society Annual Meeting, Nashville, 
TN, November, 2008.

NurSING

Dawn M. Meyer:  (First author) “LOAD: A Pilot 
Study of the Safety of Loading of Aspirin and 
Clopidogrel in Acute Ischemic Stroke and TIA.”  
Published in the Journal of Stroke and Cerebrovascular 
Disease, pp. 26-29, January, 2008. [2] Keynote 
Speaker: Australian Stroke Conference, Sydney, 
Australia, August, 2008.  [3] (First author) 
“Evidence Based Secondary Stroke Prevention.”  
American Association of Nurse Practitioners, 
National Harbor, MD, July, 2008.

PATHOLOGY AND 
LABOrATOrY MEDICINE

Mary E. Atz: [1] “Plasma Biomarker Candidates 
Associated with Renal Allograft Rejection.” Presented 
at the American Society of Histocompatibility and 
Immunogenetics, Toronto, Canada, October, 
2008.  [2] (First author) “Characterization of 
Cytoskeleton Changes in Endothelial Cells after 
HLA Class I Stimulation via Functional Proteomics.”  
Poster presented at the American Society of 
Histocompatibility and Immunogenetics, Toronto, 
Canada, October, 2008.

Simon W. Beaven:  [1] (First author) Presidential 
Poster of Distinction: “Liver X Receptors are required 
for hepatic steatosis in ob/ob mice and implicated in 
the pathogenesis of diabetes.”  American Association 
for the Study of Liver Diseases (AASLD) Annual 
Meeting, Hepatology, pp. 48(4):480A, San Francisco, 
CA, November, 2008.  [2] Named New Investigator 
Appointment & Award ($50,000).  UCLA CURE 
Center, June, 2008.

PHYSICS & ASTrONOMY

Matthew G. House:   (First author) “Analytic model 
for electrostatic fields in surface-electrode ion traps.”  
Published in Physical Review A, vol. 78, pp. 033402, 
September, 2008.

Chun Ly:  [1] (First author) “H-alpha Luminosity 
Functions and Star-Formation Rate Volume 
Densities at z=0.8.”  Poster presented at American 
Astronomical Society, Long Beach, CA, January, 2009.  

[2] (Co-author) “Extending Deep H-alpha Galaxy 
Surveys to Higher Redshift with NEWFIRM.”  
Poster presented at American Astronomical Society, 
Long Beach, CA, January, 2009.  [3] (Co-author) “A 
VLBA Study of Core Wander and Relative Proper 
Motion of M87 and M84.”  Poster presented at 
American Astronomical Society, Long Beach, CA, 
January, 2009.  [4] (Co-author) “A Comparison of 
UV and H; Star Formation Rates In Intermediate 
Redshift Galaxies.”  Poster presented at the 
American Astronomical Society, Long Beach, CA, 
January, 2009.  [5] (Co-author) “Star Formation 
Rates and Metallicities of K-Selected Star-Forming 
Galaxies at z ~ 2.”  Published in Astrophysical 
Journal, vol. 691, pp. 140, January, 2009.  [6] 
Chambliss Astronomy Achievement Student Award.  
American Astronomical Society, Long Beach, CA, 
January, 2009.

PHYSIOLOGICAL SCIENCE

Dawnis M. Chow:  (First author) “The neuro-ecology 
of resource localization in Drosophila.”  Published 
in Fly, vol. 3, March, 2009.

POLITICAL SCIENCE

Nathan Gonzalez:  Book:  The Sunni-Shia Conflict 
and the Iraq War: Understanding Sectarian Violence in 
the Middle East.  June, 2009.

Myung Chul kim:   (Co-author) “China in the North 
Korean Nuclear Quagmire: Rethinking Chinese 
Influence on North Korea.”  Published in Issues & 
Studies, vol. 44, pp. 149-175, September, 2008.

Dov H. Levin:   (First author) “Why Following the 
Rules Matters: The Customs of War and the Case 
of the Texas War of Independence.”  Published in 
Journal of Military Ethics, vol. 7(2), pp. 116 — 135, 
July, 2008.

PSYCHOLOGY

Adam D. Bernstein:   (Co-author) “A Psychometric 
Analysis of the Child Behavior Checklist DSM-
Oriented Scales.”  Forthcoming in the Journal of 
Psychopathology and Behavioral Assessment.

Colin T. Clark:   (First author) “Becoming sensitive 
to generation as an enhancer of learning.”  Poster 
presented at Psychonomic Society, Chicago, IL, 
November, 2008.

Felicia L. De la Garza Mercer:  [1] (Co-author) 
“Integrative Behavioral Couple Therapy.”  Chapter 
published in Social Workers’ Desk Reference, December, 
2008.  [2] (First author) “Relationship Functioning 
& Immune Health in HIV+ Latinas.”  UCLA Center 
for the Study of Women Thinking Gender Papers, 
February, 2008.  [3] (Co-author) “Marital Dyads.”  
Chapter published in book Handbook of Assessment, 
Conceptualization & Treatment, 2008.

Naomi M. kenner:  (First author) “Stopping 
and changing motor responses engages partially 
overlapping networks.”  Poster presented at 
the Society for Neuroscience annual meeting, 
Washington, DC, November, 2008.
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Justin A. Lavner:  [1] (Co-author) “Coming to terms 
with coming out: Review and recommendations 
for family-systems focused research.”  Published in 
the Journal of Family Psychology, vol. 22, pp. 329-
343, June, 2008.  [2] (First author) “Predicting 
newlyweds’ marital satisfaction trajectories over 
the first four years of marriage.”  Poster presented at 
Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, 
Orlando, FL, November, 2008.

Yuan Hang Li:   (First author) “Is Self-Face 
Recognition Special? Evidence from the Recognition 
of Facial Emotions.”  Poster presented at The 
Cognitive Neuroscience Society Conference, San 
Francisco, CA, March, 2009.

Adriana M. Manago:  [1] (First author) “Self-
presentation and gender on MySpace.”  Published 
in the Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, vol. 
29, pp. 446-458, December, 2008.  [2] (First author) 
“Gender identity development in the context of 
social change.”  Poster presented at the International 
Association of Cross-Cultural Research Conference, 
Bremen, Germany, July, 2008.

Darby Saxbe:  [1] (First author) “For Better or 
Worse? Coregulation of Couples’ Cortisol Levels 
and Mood States.”  Forthcoming in the Journal of 
Personality and Social Psychology.  [2] (First author) 
“Fathers’ and Mothers’ Marital Relationship Predicts 
Daughters’ Pubertal Development Two Years Later.”  
Journal of Adolescence, vol. 32(2), April, 2009..  [3] 
(First author) “A field (researcher’s) guide to cortisol: 
Tracking the HPA axis in everyday life.”  Health 
Psychology Review, January 2009.  [4] (Co-author) 
“Bringing It All Back Home: How Outside Stressors 
Shape Families’ Lives.”  Forthcoming in Current 
Directions In Psychological Science.  [5] (Co-chair) 
“The Physiology of Close Relationships: Research 
on Attachment and Biobehavioral Coregulation.”  
Society for Behavioral Medicine Conference, San 
Diego, CA, March, 2008.

Jared Wong:  (Co-author) “The Special Status of 
Actions in Causal Reasoning in Rats.” Published in 
the Journal of Experimental Psychology: General, vol. 
137(3), pp. 514-527, August, 2008.

PuBLIC HEALTH

Elizabeth S.C. Wu:  Contributing illustrator for the 
book “Ripple Effect: A Collection of Fiction and Art.”  
Tears of the Phoenix Anthologies, September 2008. 

SOCIAL WELFArE

Joya F. Golden:   (Co-author) “Evaluation of the 
Readiness to Implement HIV Rapid Testing in SUD 
Clinics.”  Poster presented at National Summit on 
HIV Diagnosis, Prevention, and Access to Care, 
Arlington, VA, November, 2008.

rachel L. kaplan: (Co-presenter) “HIV-Related 
Knowledge and AIDS-Stigma among College 
Students in Yemen.” Presented at the Midwest 
Sociological Society 2009 Annual Meeting,  Des 
Moines, IA, April, 2009.

Sacha M. klein: “A Spatial Analysis of the 
Relationship Between Early Care & Education 
Services and Child Maltreatment.” Presented 
at the Society for Social Work & Research 13th 
Annual Conference: Research That Promotes 
Sustainability & (Re)Builds Strengths, New 
Orleans, LA, January, 2009.

Gan Liu:   (Co-author) “Demographic Trends 
in Social Work over a Quarter-Century in an 
Increasingly Female Profession.”  Published in Social 
Work, vol. 53, pp. 103-114, April, 2008.

Lesley B .  Maradik:  “Does  Therapeutic 
Communication between Nursing Aides and Nursing 
Home Residents with Dementia Reduce Mealtime 
Refusals?” Presented at the The Gerontological 
Society of America’s 61st Annual Scientific Meeting, 
National Harbor, MD, November, 2008.

SOCIOLOGY

Chinyere k. Osuji: “Social Support Networks 
of Native Whites and 1st and 2nd Generation 
Immigrants.” Poster presented at the International 
Association for Relationship Research, Providence, 
RI, July, 2008.

SPANISH AND POrTuGuESE

Lamar Prieto Covadonga: [1] “La fiesta renacentista 
en la Nueva España del XVI según las crónicas de 
Indias.” Revista de estudios iberorrománicos, 
Universität Basel , pp. 77-84, May 2008. [2] “El 
concepto de “Tratado” en la crónica novohispana del 
XVI.” Actas del I Congreso Internacional de Filología 
Hispánica: jóvenes investigadores, Universidad de 
Oviedo, pp. 345-358, September 2008. [3] (Co-
Editor) “Actas del I Congreso Internacional de Filología 
Hispánica: jóvenes investigadores.” Universidad de 
Oviedo, September 2008.

 

WOMEN’S STuDIES

Maria Gonzalez Aguado:  [1] (Co-presenter) 
“Delphi Forum: Actors, Politics and Discourses 
about Abortion in Spain.”  Centro de Ciencias 
Humanas y Sociales CCHS- CSIC, Madrid, Spain, 
February, 2008.  [2] (Co-author) “Delphi Forum: 
Actors, Politics and Discourses about Abortion in 
Spain.”  Presented at the University of Manchester, 
Manchester, United Kingdom, June, 2008. 
[3] (First author) “La Filosofía como Herramienta 
Deconstructiva de la Enfermedad Mental.”  Presented at 
the Universidad de Granada, Granada, Spain, May, 
2008. [4] (First author) “Construyendo Identidades 
Patológicas: Prevención, Tratamiento y Promoción On-
Line de los Trastornos de la Conducta Alimentaria.”  
Presented at Women’s World 2008, Madrid, Spain, 
June, 2008. [5] (First author) “Etiologías “Sin 
Papeles”. Una Comparativa de los Modelos Explicativos de 
la Anorexia y la Bulimia entre Estados Unidos y España.”  
Presented at the Seminario Ciencias y Tecnologías del 
Cuerpo, Madrid, Spain, December, 2008.

WOrLD ArTS AND CuLTurES

Cari Ann Henderson:  [1] (Director) “Delicious 
Tree.”  Jumping Frames 2008 Dance Video Festival, 
Hong Kong, China, October, 2008.  [2] (Director) 
“Are You For Real?”  Jumping Frames 2008 Dance 
Video Festival, Hong Kong, China, October, 2008.  
[3] (Choreographer) “My First Big Break.”  Noos 
ResFest, San Paolo, Brazil, October, 2008.  [4] 
(Director) “Powder.”  Sans Soucci Dance Cinema Tour, 
Highways Space, Los Angeles, CA, October, 2008.

rebecca k. Pappas:  [1] (Choreographer) “Monster.”  
Movement Research at Judson Church, New York, 
NY, March, 2009.  [2] (Choreographer) “Monster.”  
Connecticut College, New London, CT, March, 2009.

Sangita Shresthova:  [1] “Dancing to an Indian 
Beat: ‘Dola’ Goes My Diasporic Heart.”  Chapter 
published in the book Global Bollywood: Travels 
of Hindi Film Song and Dance.” June, 2008.  [2] 
(Director) “Dancing Kathmandu.”  Film “Darf ich 
bitten?” Dance Documentary Festival/Deutsche 
Tanzarchiv Köln, Köln, Germany, October, 2008.

Thursday, June 15, 7:00 PM, Royce Hall Auditorium

EXPErIENCE  
THE MOMENT!

Doctoral Hooding 

Ceremony Commencement 

Thursday, June 11, 2009

7:00 PM

royce Hall Auditorium
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Planning to File a Thesis or 
Dissertation next Quarter?

Make sure you know the rules.

Staff from the University Archives and the UCLA 
Graduate Division will present information on 
University regulations governing manuscript 
preparation and completion of degree requirements.  
Students who plan to file a thesis or dissertation during 
the quarter are encouraged to attend.

Spring 2009
All meetings are in the East Electronic Classroom, 

Room 21536 Young Research Library

Master’s Thesis:
Thursday, April 2, 2009 - 10:00 a.m.

Friday, April 3, 2009 - 10:00 a.m.
Saturday, April 4, 2009 - 10:00 a.m.

Doctoral Dissertation:
Thursday, April 2, 2009 - 11:00 a.m.

Friday, April 3, 2009 - 11:00 a.m.
Saturday, April 4, 2009 - 11:00 a.m.
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